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THE OLD COMMUNISTS BEHIND THE NEW PROTESTS = =—s'|_—CTASTE THE CITY'S MOST EXPENSIVE BAR SNACKS! = 


JOIN THE SWARM. 
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FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN JOIN THE SWARM AND GET STUNG TODAY 


VISIT SFWEEKLY.COM/GETSTUNG f ¥ 


JACK DANIEL’S and TENNESSEE HONEY are badenerks. 2013 JACK DANIELS, Whiskey Specally, 
35% ALCUVOL. (7O PROOF) JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY, Lynchburn, Tenressee 





SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 13-14 SEASON 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS « MUSIC DIRECTOR 


The 2013-14 season is upon us. 


? Are you ready to live musically? 


Tickets for the 13-14 season are on sale now! 

Join Music Director Michael Tilson Thomas and the 
San Francisco Symphony in celebration of music and 
its capacity to stimulate the senses and nourish the 

soul. Live passionately—and live musically! Discover 
the transformative power of truly great music at the 

San Francisco Symphony. 





New! Season Festivals 


BEETHOVEN AND BATES 


Michael Tilson Thomas continues his pursuit of the quintessential Beethoven, 
presenting works by and with composer and DJ Mason Bates, who pushes boundaries 
and blends the genres of classical music and electronica. The festival opens with 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 7 paired with Bates’s “energy symphony,” Alternative 
Energy. 


BENJAMIN BRITTEN BIRTHDAY BASH 


MTT creates a semi-staged production of Peter Grimes, which The New York Times regards 
among “the true operatic masterpieces of the twentieth century,” capping off the world- 
wide celebration of the centenary of Benjamin Britten's birth. 


A CELEBRATION OF BACH 


Two famed interpreters of the work of Johann Sebastian Bach—pianist Andras Schiff 
and conductor Ton Koopman—explore the master’s sacred and secular music in these 
special Bach programs, presented on the West Coast only in San Francisco. 











MENDELSSOHN AND ADES 


Hear the work of Felix Mendelssohn and superstar composer Thomas Adés through the 
artistry of conductor Pablo Heras-Casado, in programs juxtaposing works influenced 
by Shakespeare. 


Live well. Live fully. Live musically. 





toa buy your tickets today! 


SFSYMPHONY.ORG (415) 864-6000 


SECOND CENTURY PARTNERS SEASON PARTNERS 





Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, 





Chevron and prices subject to change. *Subject to availability. 
ies San Francisco Chronicle "IKDFEC Text Bag@dalel yg to 57682 Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm 
‘ WIL LIAM HI LL. SFGate .- for offers and updates. Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts 
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VIDEO GAMES LIVE™ 


THU JULY 25 7:50PM Hey, Listen! Gamers and non-gamers alike, don't miss Video Games Live™, the explosive 

FRI JULY 26 7:30PM gaming concert experience with new music from Final Fantasy, The Legend of Zelda, Skyrim, 
Chrono Cross, Mega Man, Journey, Shadow of the Colossus—and MORE! Created, produced, and 
hosted by industry veteran and superstar Tommy Tallarico, Video Games Live™ features 
exclusive cutting-edge visuals, state-of-the-art lighting and special FX, video game music 
arrangements, and unique interactive segments. Plus, come early and stay late—a Guitar Hero 
competition and costume contest will take place in the hall before the show, and a post-show 
meet and great with gaming industry luminaries is open to all ticket-holders. Don't miss out! 




















July 25 sponsored by @KIXESE Media Partner | 
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SAT JULY 27 7:30PM " 
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CITE ROCK~ LESS TALK 
af 





SFSYMPHONY.ORG/SUMMER (415) 864-6000 


Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. *Subject to availability. 
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And then there 
.was twerking. 


GENTRIFICATION 101 


What’s wrong with the rest of the Bay Area 
cities?: What is it that is so lacking from 
the rest of the Bay Area — particularly 
Santa Clara County, where most of the 
tech jobs are — that compels people to 
move to S.F.,, despite the rents, decaying 
infrastructure, crime, and general hassle 
of living here? I think it’s a fair question, 
albeit a difficult one to answer. Ask it to 
anyone living in Oakland, for example, 
and the asker is likely to see the veins 
start popping out of their head as they 
become apoplectic at the notion that 
there is anything about The City that 
makes it preferable to The Town. And 

in many ways, they’re probably right to 
do so. Yet the cycle seems to continue 
unabated. 

GOPAL75 





SNAPSHOTS 
OF APROTEST 


Photos seem to focus on few bad eggs: 

I’m sick of shit media [“Trayvon Mar- 

tin Protest in Oakland,” Joseph Geha, 
slideshows, 7/16]. “Oh! Let’s just send 

the hipster team of photographers and 
‘journalists’ to Oakland, where of course 
they’re going to catch violent protestors 
just ruining the town! I mean, that’s what 
they always do!” Please. 

I’m not even from Oakland, I’m from LA, 
and I’ve been to my own share of protests 
down there. Of course, living anywhere be- 
sides Oakland, people hear the hype “OMG 
don’t go to Oakland! You'll get killed!” 

With that said, I went to this Oakland 
protest and feared no one except the cops 
and their guns. This was one of the most 
peaceful protests ever. We were angry, 
mourning, but all the while calm and peace- 
ful. Don’t peg individual assholes to the en- 
tire group. 

Many just think of themselves and their 
interrupted commute on the freeway. Mean- 
while, I have to worry whether or not my 
family and I will be profiled and killed just 
for being black. So the photographers can go 
cry into their vintage records; we’re going to 
be over here trying to get real shit done. 
CHILLONA 


om Sa - | . 


NEW CLUB OPENING SOON! 


STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT / FREE WEIGHTS / 
BASKETBALL / LEAGUES* / GROUP FITNESS / 
KICKBOX CARDIO / INDOOR CYCLING CLASSES / 
YOGA / SAUNA / SWIMMING POOL / KIDS’ KLUB 
(BABYSITTING)* / PERSONAL TRAINING* / 
COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI / AND MORE! 


Preview Center Now Open: 


www.CitySportsFitness.com 


LEL GH UNET eet: 
of our pre- 
opening rates! 


*Amenity available at an extra charge. Call for details about current membership pricing at the preview center. 
Photos depict a typical facility; amenities vary by location. ©2013 City Sports Club. All rights reserved. 
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BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


reader comment of the week: 
SFWEEKLY.COM 


“So the photographers can go cry into their vintage 
records; we're going to be over here trying 
to get real shit done.” 


CHILLONA COMMENTING ON “TRAYVON MARTIN PROTEST IN OAKLAND” 


all 50 states must recognize and protect 


that right [“Same-Sex Marriage Foes Lose 
Again, Court Rules Gays Can Keep Getting 
Married,” Erin Sherbert, the Snitch 7/15]. 


NWGUNSLINGER 


Police didn’t target fare evader because of 


his race: It isn’t about races; black, white, 
Hispanic or Asian, if a person doesn’t have 
money to pay for the fare, then the person 
can’t ride [“Activists Plan to Shutdown 
Muni to Mark Second Anniversary of 
Kenneth Harding Shooting,” Erin Sher- 
bert, the Snitch, 7/16]. Obviously, shooting 
someone over this is totally absurd, but it’s 
equally absurd that people are complain- 
ing about getting the police involved in 


what obviously is a crime. 
RIQUER 


Comparing gay marriage to gun laws: This 
is kind of like the anti-gun folks just can’t 
let it go and accept that the right to keep 
and bear arms is an individual right and 


Letters Policy 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, 
e-mail, or fax. Letters may be edited for 

length and clarity, and must include your 
name, address, and daytime phone num- 
ber (for confirmation only). We prefer let- 


ters intended for publication to be 250 to 


550 words in length. 
Mail: Letters, SF Weekly 
225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 


San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: //7-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 





CELEBRATING THE ART OF SERVICE: 


Community Integration through Creativity 








Bridge, copyright David Garbe 


Hosted by the Psychosocial 
Rehabilitation and Recovery Center 
(PRRC) of the San Francisco 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
(SFVAMC), funded by the Office of 
Patient Centered Care and Cultural 
Transformation (PCC&CT). 


For more information or to RSVP: 


Email 
CelebratingtheArtofService@ 
Comcast.net 


All events will be held at the Mission 
Cultural Center, 2868 Mission Street 





All events are FREE to the public 


29 July — 3 Aug 
Veteran’s Art Show 


Opening Reception 
July 31st, 59m-7pm 


1 Aug 
(7pm-9pm) 
Playback Theater: 


Resilience and Reconciliation 


If | Let My Body Speak: 


One Veteran’s Story 
Through Movement and Text 
— Dance Performance 


2 Aug 
(6pm-8:30pm) 
CRY HAVOC! 


3 Aug 

(1pm-4pm) 

The “Telling Project” 
by Jonathan Wei 








COCK SWAIN 





SUCKA FREE CITY 





A naked would-be pirate infiltrates a yacht club. And yes, a gardening 


Implement was Involved. 


BY JOE ESKENAZI 


have insurance for natural 
things,” she says. Unfortu- 
nately, her 26-footer, the 
Slowly But Surely, suffered something of an 





unnatural disaster. “I haven’t looked to see if 
we have an insurance policy for anaked man 


stabbing it with a hoe. You just don’t think 
that’s going to happen to your boat.” 

But that’s exactly what happened. If 
Carroll has coverage addressing this, 
it’”d be awfully suspicious. 

Nude men gallivanting about in 
public tend to make people suspi- 
cious, too — especially in the con- 
text of a yacht club. On July 13, the 
Bayview Boat Club, a stone’s throw 
from AT&T Park, was hosting its an- 
nual “Plastic Classic” regatta. It was a gor- 


geous day to be on the bay, but the morning’s 


most intense action took place largely on or 
near dry land. Event-goers glanced up from 


beers and cocktails as angry voices bellowed 
“Hey! You can’t take that! Put that back!” and 


an interloper wearing only a ratty 
pair of pants and a purloined or- 
ange life vest promenaded through 


the club. 


At around this point, the man 


f course Bridgette Carroll has 
coverage for her sailboat. “We 





The nude invader hurled himself into the 
water, and waded 500 yards to the Mari- 
posa Hunters Point Yacht Club. At some 

point he came into possession of a large 
pole later identified as the aforemen- 
tioned gardening hoe. And, with the hoe 
in tow, he swam out to the Slowly But 
Surely. After unlacing two of the three lines 
tethering the boat, he leaped on board and 
began swinging his hoe like John Henry in 
an attempt to sever the last line. 
While that line resisted repeated 
hoe-blows, the boat’s fiberglass deck 
absorbed at least $1,000 in damage. 
Waving about a large garden im- 
plement during an au naturel at- 
tempt to commandeer a sailboat 
is inadvisable, and eyewitnesses 
say the would-be pirate lost his 
footing and tumbled into the bay. 
He continued to pummel the boat fora 
while until police finally coaxed him to 
swim ashore. Ronald Morgan (no known 













lice with false identification, and “some traf- 
. fic warrants.” His effects — a pair of 
pants with a wallet and ID within — 
were subsequently handed over to 
the cops by the Bayview Boat Club. 
Staffers there note that, other than 


relation to privateer and rum mascot Captain 
Henry Morgan) was subsequently booked for 
attempted grand theft of a boat, providing po- 


f 
dropped his pants. They stayed on is 


the dock, but he made his exit. 


Fred Noland 


the incident with the naked guy, the 


Plastic Classic came off really well. 





No-No Explanation 


Tim Lincecum and the 
league’s remarkable 
no-hit binge seem 

to defy mathematics. 


he ball sailed lazily through the 
: temperate San Diego night and 

settled in Gregor Blanco’s mitt. 
Tim Lincecum nonchalantly raised his 
right fist. He cracked a grin when Buster 
Posey grabbed him from behind and lifted 
him clean off the pitcher’s mound. The 
present became the past and the act of 
forgetting began. 

A no-hitter is a bit like the birth of a 
child. If you’re personally connected to the 
event, it’s a world-changing. And, when 
you think about it, it’s a remarkable, long- 
gestating feat. But it’s hardly a unique oc- 
currence — and growing ever less so. 

Lincecum’s masterpiece was the 281st 
no-hitter tossed by a Major League pitcher 
since 1875, back when Ulysses S. Grant sat 


in the Oval Office and the game was called 
“base ball.” Considering the 200,000-odd 
games played since that time, this is still 
hardly acommonplace event. But claiming 
we're not in the midst of a no-hitter binge is 
a bit like denying the effects of global 
warming even as a polar bear ambles 
through your backyard. After going 33 
years without a no-no, Giants hurlers have 
tossed three since 2010. 

Obvious explanations have eluded num- 
ber-crunching stat geeks and beer-can- 
crunching drunks alike. Yes, batters are 
striking out more now — meaning fewer 
balls are being put in play, where they could 
end up as hits. But they were striking out 
less in 1990-91, when pitchers tossed an in- 
explicable 14 no-hitters. And there are 
more teams now than in the Joe DiMaggio 
and Mickey Mantle eras, playing more 
games. But sophisticated studies regarding 
no-hitters factor this in — and it turns out 
to be anonfactor. 

Those studies are jarringly detailed and 
labor-intensive to the point where one 


hopes their authors don’t rue the invest- 
ment of time and energy from their death- 
beds. A 2011 paper led by New Jersey 
Institute of Technology professor Bruce 
Bukiet analyzed the yearly statistics of ev- 
ery starting pitcher — ever — between 
1876 and 2009. It calculated individual 
pitchers’ statistical likelihoods of not giv- 
ing up a hit. This percentage, taken to the 
27th power, provides a pitcher’s odds of 
throwing a no-hitter. Bukiet then ran the 
data 2,000 times. 

The average number of no-hitters that, 
statistically, ought to have been pitched 
came to within 4 percent of the actual num- 
ber. In short, we’ve had about as many no- 
hitters as the numbers say we should have. 

Or, maybe not. 

Bukiet says that no one has conducted 
such an analysis using the data from after 
2009; in the nearly four years since, 18 no- 
hitters have been tossed. “I wonder if we 
did the calculations now, if they’d be way 
off,” he says. “There’s been such a glut.” 
JOE ESKENAZI 
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RED SNARE 








Behind the Trayvon Martin protests is a 70-year-old white Communist. 


BY RACHEL SWAN 


rayvon Martin was shot 
in Florida, but his face 
quilted downtown Oak- 
land last week, end- 
lessly repeated on paper signs 
like arose pattern entwined on 
wallpaper. As protesters 
marched through the city’s 
downtown corridor waving 
Martin’s picture and a slew of 
catchy slogans — “Justice 4 Tra- 
von”; “We Are All Trayvon Mar- 
tin”; “If You Ain’t Mad You’re 
Racist” — asmall group of orga- 
nizers sat in an assembly line at 
Frank Ogawa Plaza, churning 
out the raw materials. One girl 
held a stencil and ink, another 
wrapped tape around the signs. 
Small, unseen hands were creat- 
ing the media to convey the mes- 
sage, often adding other subtle 
messages of their own. Some 
signs bore another imprimatur, 
less recognizable than Martin’s, 
but equally potent: the Revolu- 
tionary Communist Party. 


“You see?” asked a slack-jawed passerby, 
swatting a hand toward the crowd of Tray- 
von protesters who had gathered at 14th and 
Broadway on Sunday afternoon. “This is ac- 
tually aCommunist rally.” 

Whether or not that’s true depends on 
how much credit you give the organizers. 
Members of the Berkeley- 


+ 


(al 


Ogawa Plaza at the exact same time — in re- 
ality, a few people do most of the legwork. 
Yet Revolutionary Communists have 
their own political axe to grind, and it 
doesn’t really have much to do with the 
death of Trayvon Martin — nor, in fact, does 
it derive from traditional Communism. It 
spawned from a loose consortium of Marx- 
ist-Leninist groups whose members roved 
around Berkeley in the 1960s and ‘70s, often 
getting in ideological spats. Founder and 
current chairman Bob Avakian, 70, is an aco- 
lyte of Mao Zedong and Joseph 


based Revolutionary Commu- Stalin — he praises both of them in 
nist Party had, indeed, setthe “THEY his 2005 autobiography — and has 
time and date fortwoconsecu- PRESENTTO his own band of loyal followers, 
tive Trayvon Martin rallies in THEWORLDA though ultimately the RCP is no 
Oakland, as well as the ones in FACE THAT’S more evil than any other eccentric 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, fringe organization. It’s known for 
Chicago, and New York. The ATTRACTIVE, running a small chain of book- 
Communists didn’t work alone AND THAT stores in various US cities — 

— another activist group called MAKES there’s a Revolution Books in 

the Stop Mass Incarceration SENSE IN THE downtown Berkeley, surrounded 
Network helped, and protest MOMENT.” by frozen yogurt stores and Cal 


fliers bore endorsements from 

a slew of smaller organizations — but they 
did handle many of the small, perfunctory 
details, such as making the signs and launch- 
ing the e-mail blasts. They watched word 
spread through the magic of viral marketing, 
which gave each protest the veneer of spon- 
taneity. While outsiders sometimes confuse 
these gatherings for sudden combustions — 
as though, by some alchemy, every Trayvon 
Martin supporter knew to flock to Frank 


dormitories. Avakian’s closest ana- 
logue might by L. Ron Hubbard. 

To an observer, the party certainly ap- 
pears to be battling obsolescence, so it’s no 
wonder it would use a youthful, urban rally 
as arecruitment vehicle. Yet it seems to have 
a limited set of tools at its disposal. RCP 
members fluttered around Oakland’s Frank 
Ogawa Plaza in matching T-shirts on Sun- 
day, handing out copies of the group’s news- 
paper, The Revolutionary Worker, and 





Joseph Geha 


Many people may be new to the protest 
game, but the signage they’re using comes 
from old pros with an old cause. 


meekly asking for donations. Although RCP 


spokeswoman Reiko Redmonde insists that 
the party includes “people of all races, ages, 
and genders,” most representatives who 
showed up at the rally were middle-aged 
and white. Some had clearly spent years an- 
choring the protest-industrial complex in 
Berkeley, though none wanted to discuss 
their individual histories with a reporter. 
Asked how long he’d been a member, a pam- 
phleteer named Rafael Kadaris recoiled. 
“Why are you asking personal questions?” 


he demanded. 


nists have coordinated — or perhaps in- 

filtrated — Trayvon Martin protests 
throughout the country, often with more ag- 
gressive sloganeering than in Oakland. In 
Florida, they didn’t shy away from connect- 
ing Martin to larger, more abstract causes, 
such as US imperialism and the war in Af- 
ghanistan. A reporter at The Daily Caller 
took note of a giant banner lying on the 
ground at one rally in Sanford: “17 Afghans, 
Trayvon Martin murdered: The System of 
Capitalism set these crimes in motion.” 

While some journalists express surprise 
at seeing such old-school, lefty jargon ap- 
plied to a mainstream political cause, ex- 
perts say the Revolutionary Communist 


i t turns out that Revolutionary Commu- 


Party has a long history of commandeering 
other people’s crusades. It’s a tried-and- 
true technique for any cadre organization 
with a tightly controlled, central apparatus, 
and a mission that no one else understands, 
says Columbia University Professor Todd 
Gitlin, who has studied social movements 
for decades. 

“It’s how they recruit,” Gitlin says, ex- 
plaining that the tactic actually dates back a 
century, and that it’s particularly alluring for 
Communist organizations whose messages 
wouldn’t otherwise have mass appeal. 
“They present to the world a face that’s at- 
tractive, and that makes sense in the mo- 
ment,” he continues. “Their thinking must 
be that by creating these events, and brand- 
ing themselves with the name of a martyr, 
they’ve got an obvious ticket into the collec- 
tive consciousness.” 

Thus, Trayvon Martin is just one face ina 
hagiography of martyrs that the Revolution- 
ary Communist Party has adopted — for 
years it also rallied around Mumia Abu-Ja- 
mal, the Black Panther journalist who is 
serving a life sentence for murder in Phila- 
delphia. Revolutionary Communists also 
dominated the early Iraq War demonstra- 
tions, which they organized with an anti- 
Bush front group called World Can’t Wait. 

They’ve judiciously acted behind the 
scenes, allowing other groups’ names to 
dominate fliers. They arrived to last week’s 
Trayvon Martin rallies equipped with sand- 
wich boards, hammer-and-sickle T-shirts, 
leaflets advertising a new Bob Avakian DVD, 
and stacks of Revolutionary Worker broad- 
sides. They supplied all the necessary pro- 
test accouterments — the bullhorn, the 
signage, the paper to make more signs — but 
then ceded the floor to other speakers. It 
seems the key to RCP’s method is knowing 
how to evangelize quietly. 


hether that slow courtship actu- 
ally works is a matter of debate, 
given that old-school lefties are 


running up against myriad cultural barriers 
as they try to penetrate a young, fractured, 
anarchic, racially diverse population of pro- 
testers in Oakland. Many participants at last 
Monday’s rally said they’d never belonged to 
an activist group, and they’d come out of cu- 
riosity and knee-jerk anger, having watched 
George Zimmerman’s trial on TV. A broad- 
shouldered, 25-year-old protester named Bo 
said he’d never encountered a social move- 
ment until Occupy Oakland set up its tent 
city outside City Hall. He considers himself 
a fleeting supporter. 

“T’]l keep it honest,” Bo said, staring ab- 
sently at the group marching down Broad- 
way. “I’m fresh out of jail. I didn’t know this 
was going on.” 

That lack of ideological commitment 
frustrates older organizers like Gerald 
Smith, a former Black Panther who now 
steers a small group called the Oscar Grant 
committee, which serves as an attaché to 
larger organizations. Smith, who has a shock 
of white hair and legs too feeble to “march 
around in circles for hours,” says he grudg- 
ingly joined forces with the Revolutionary 











Communists to coordinate the Sunday and 
Monday protests. (He’s not a Communist 
himself.) But he’s frustrated by the way pro- 
testers proceeded, particularly after dusk, 
when participants — none of them affiliated 
with any particular cause — resorted to 
smashing windows and spray-painting 
storefronts. 

“As one of the organizers, I have to say 
this is the opposite of organization,” Smith 
said, holding court at the corner of 14th and 
Broadway on Monday evening, while the 
other demonstrators headed toward Lake 
Merritt. “This is an outpouring of young peo- 
ple,” he continued. “But there are certain 
things that require structure and leadership.” 

Indeed, the most conspicuous feature of 
Oakland protests is that they start off witha 
conventional structure and ultimately de- 
volve into loose, cat-and-mouse-style riot- 
ing, at which point the old-school 
Communists typically leave. They aren’t 
known for inciting violence, but don’t con- 
demn it either; asked how she felt about all 
the dissolute rage over Martin, Redmonde 
remained coy, saying only that U.S. imperial- 
ists are the biggest source of violence in the 
world today, and black and Latino youth will 
be crushed if they don’t fight back. 

G Redmonde and other Revolutionary 
Communists to stay agnostic: If 

you’re a parasite in someone else’s move- 

ment, you don’t want to damage the host. 

Yet the violence of Oakland protests puts 
organizations like the Revolutionary Com- 
munist Party — which is disciplined, hierar- 
chical, unfashionable, rigorous, and oriented 
toward “principled debate” — in an awk- 
ward position. In some senses, it’s a cost of 
doing business: Revolutionary Communists 
want to access Oakland’s existing supply 
line of angry, politically agitated young peo- 
ple who all aspire to be radical. But to do 
that, they’ll have to convert those youth to a 
different protest methodology — one that’s 
anathema to the anarchic, “leaderless” 
ethos of the Occupy movement, or the aim- 
less fury in Oakland’s recent spate of “Fuck 
the Police” marches. It would seem 
counter-intuitive for Bo, or any former 
Occupier, to suddenly join the cult of 
Bob Avakian and endorse his cries for 
“scientific Communist leadership.” 

Faced with those hurtles, spokes- 
woman Redmonde and other Revolu- 
tionary Communists remain hopeful. 

“The protests following the Zimmerman 
verdict were very powerful precisely be- 
cause a wide range of people and groups 
were sickened by the verdict,” Redmonde 
says via e-mail. “What they and others need 
to know is that this is totally unnecessary, 
and that the world could be radically differ- 
ent through revolution — which IS possible.” 

But Gitlin says that if Trayvon Martin 
starts a revolution, Communists won’t nec- 
essarily be at the helm. “They’re gilding a 
lily,” he says. “Trayvon Martin is far more 
popular than they are.” 


itlin says there’s good reason for 
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The Snatch 


Quick hits from our 
Snitch blog. 


MASTER IS WATCHING YOU 

Last week, Animal Care & Control 
announced anew app called Finding 
Rover, which relies on facial recogni- 
tion technology. The app sends an alert 
if a dogis lost or found within a10-mile 
radius. Ifa user spots a lost dog, he or 
she can take a photo. When the photo 
is matched to the dog’s image on file, 
the owners are contacted. (The cat ver- 
sion, Finding Pussy, should be even 
more popular.) 


SPEED ENFORCED 
BY GRAPHIC DESIGN 


Cc 


reepy signage has cropped up 
along Bay Area highways, 
warning drivers that their 
speed is being enforced by armed, un- 
manned drones. But the signs are re- 
portedly fake, done by a pro who used 
the same black-and-white reflective 
material of actual signs. “Along with 
not having drones, we definitely do not 
have any drones that would fire any 
type of weaponry,” CHP Officer An- 
drew Barclay told CBS News. But the 
cops do monitor drivers using radar, 
planes, and helicopters. So, you know, 


still be afraid. 





A SEX TAPE EVEN 
PORNOGRAPHERS DISLIKE 


emember that BART sex video 
that went viral recently? Turns 
out, even adult entertainers are 
turned off. S.F-based online adult re- 
tailer GameLink got parental on the 
couple who recorded themselves get- 
ting itonina BART seat: “We at Game- 
Link love and cherish our city of San 
Francisco. All of our em- 
ployees use the 
BART, and with 
the current 
video in circu- 
lation, our 
knowledge of 
sex, fluids, 
and what peo- 
ple do in their 
personal lives, we 
do not condone this 
type of behavior. ... While 
we enjoy all different kids of adult 
movies, both professional and amateur, 
there is a time and place for that and 
BART is not one of them.” BART is in- 
vestigating, and says it would probably 
ban the couple from, um, riding the 
train ever again. ERIN SHERBERT 





E-mail Feedback@SFWeekly.com 





Keep things interesting with us: Facebook.com/FinlandiaVodka 


em, LIVE MAGNIFICENTLY. DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


finlandia.com 
©2013 Finlandia Vodka Worldwide Ltd., Helsinki, Finland. Finlandia Flavored Vodkas, 
37.5% Alc./Vol. Imported by Brown-Forman Beverages, Louisville, Kentucky USA. 


INKASI BREWING COMPANY PROUD 


ORNIA NON-PROF) 


L ORGANIZATIONS 


WEEKLY 


For more info, please visit: 


NINKASIBREWING.COM/BEERISLOVE 





NINKASIBREWING.COM Porpotuate Boller Swing BREWED IN EUGENE, OR 





WOd‘A[ IIMS 


SHaLIST =|) = SLNSLNOD | 


ALID 45u4 VYONS | 


SMAN 


AVA+LHOIN | 


| FOVIS | 


iva W II4 


IISAW 


ATM4d4M 4S 


C1OT ‘OF ATNGE-HT AINE 


sfweekly.com 


LETTERS | CONTENTS | 


SUCKA FREE CITY 


FILM | STAGE | NIGHT+DAY | NEWS | 


EAT 


MUSIC 


SF WEEKLY 


JULY 24-JuLy 30, 2013 


10 











| JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR | 





A STAB AT PERFECTION 


Rick Lemberg can’t afford to be anything less than excellent. 


ick Lemberg isa 
nondescript guy. He’s 
short and stocky and, 
several years ago, threw 
in the towel and shaved off his 
thinning salt-and-pepper hair to 
stave off “the Albert Einstein 
look.” He toils in a nondescript 
and largely abandoned low-rise 
on Market and Van Ness, a vice 
president at a company called 
SQLstream doing “big data real- 


time analytics.” 

Your humble narrator has no idea what 
that means. We didn’t ask, and he didn’t tell 
us. Regardless, Rick Lemberg may be the 
most talented person in this city. He may be 
the most talented person you'll meet in this 
lifetime. If he weren’t, someone’s lifetime 
would have been cut short by now. 

By day, Lemberg wings “big data real-time 
analytics” — whatever the hell that entails. 
But, by night, he wings 13-inch knives within 
inches of human beings, at freeway speed. 
For the last three decades, Lemberg has 
tossed these hard metal objects at volunteers’ 
soft, exposed flesh. If the two were ever to 
meet, it would be his eternal legacy. But that 
hasn’t happened. 

With a knife in his hand, Rick Lemberg is 
not anondescript guy. In his world, adequacy 
and excellence and perfection meld into a 
singularity. And he’s all of them. 


ith the Godzilla heels, the 
Tammy Wynette wig, and the 
rakish little fedora, Alexis Von 


Fierce approaches 7 feet tall. She’s a big tar- 
get, but, in Lemberg’s world, the object is to 
miss the target. He spends hours each day 
missing targets, dutifully planting knives a 
whisker from the painted circles on the 
woodpile in his backyard. 

Up on stage at the DNA Lounge in SoMa, 
there are far worse things to get on your 
knives than a glob of paint. As the clock 
strikes midnight, the DJ blasts “Pump Up the 
Jam” — whichis as fitting a background track 
as any to witness a man pitching daggers at a 
drag queen the size of Shaquille O’Neal. 

Within the profession, hurling knives 
around (but not into) a human target is, 
grimly, known as “an impalement.” Lem- 
berg impaled NBC anchorman Raj Mathai. 
He impaled aging heartthrob actor Omar 
Sharif. But impaling Von Fierce was several 
degrees of difficulty beyond all of those. 
Event-goers were practically writhing un- 
derfoot. Striking targets ever so slightly to 
the left or right of the drag queen’s long 
body required Lemberg to rapidly shift back 
and forth; his footwork resembles a boxer’s. 
It was so loud he couldn’t hear the knives 








striking the board. The crowd roared, the 
music blared, and strategically placed glit- 
ter-bombs exploded. 

Lemberg thunked 11 different tosses be- 
tween Von Fierce’s spread legs. A museum in 
upstate New York “that tracks these things” 
reported to him that this was some manner of 
new record. In five sweat- and adrenaline- 
soaked minutes, Lemberg put 63 knives 
around Von Fierce’s body. But that’s par for 
the course. He has impaled 160 people. Back- 
of-the-envelope math indicates around 
10,000 knife tosses to within inches of sub- 
jects’ prone bodies. None has suffered a 
scratch. Not Mathai. Not Sharif. And not 
Alexis Von Fierce, aka Alex Lemberg, aka 
Rick Lemberg’s oldest son. 

There was no medical professional on 
hand that night. Not even for Lemberg’s own 
flesh and blood. But why would there be? “I 
never miss,” he says. 


here’s an old adage about how news- 
: papers never deign to write about all 
the jets that land safely at the airport. 
It’s a bit of a story when one doesn’t, however. 
After Asiana Airlines Flight 214 scraped 
toa fiery and deadly halt on July 6 at San 
Francisco International Airport, the flood- 
the-zone coverage focused, understandably, 
on the bizarre and deadly wreck. Come Fri- 
day, the charred husk of the ill-fated flight is 
scheduled to be removed from SFO and 
hauled off to parts unknown. It’s difficult to 
take the long view and put things in context 
in the immediate aftermath of a sudden and 
violent tragedy. But, as pilot and author Pat- 
rick Smith wrote for Slate shortly after the 
crash, this was the first multiple-fatality ac- 
cident involving a major commercial air car- 
rier in North America since late 2001 (not 
counting regional partners). In that time — 
nearly a dozen years — some 20,000 passen- 
ger jets took off and landed, safely, every day 


— 


If Rick Lemberg’s work isn’t satisfactory, 
you'll read about it in the papers. 


of the year. Very little in the realm of human- 
ity can so closely approach perfection. 

Lemberg, however, flirts with perfection 
in a way few can. In a field in which nothing 
short of flawlessness is satisfactory, he has 
been flawless. That’s a difficult concept to 
grasp, let alone achieve. But it’s not some- 
thing he thinks about. You can’t think your 
way to perfection. There came a day seven or 
eight years back when he woke up — and he 
knew. No more thinking. 

And that’s why Rick Lemberg has 
never missed. 


hrowing 11 knives between his son’s 
: legs with no warm-ups as his wife 
watched from the front row “wasn’t 
something I can top,” admits Lemberg. That’s 
about as good as it gets on this earth. There is, 
however, always the specter of blasting off to 
worlds anew. 

That’s not an option for Lemberg. It is, 
however, for his newest students. Earlier this 
month he trained half a dozen International 
Space Station-bound astronauts on the finer 
points of hurling sharp, pointed objects. All of 
them threw with astonishing skill — yet 
claimed they weren’t very good. Years ago, 
your humble narrator tossed knives at Lem- 
berg’s backyard woodpile. He smiles at the 
memory. “But you really weren’t very good,” 
he says with a laugh. 

After many of your humble narrator’s er- 
rant tosses, Lemberg was able to coach this 
remedial student into piercing the logs witha 
satisfying pop. “Great!” he said at the time. 
“Now do it that way for the rest of your life.” 

In Lemberg’s world, nothing less will do. 


E-mail Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


| 
Alex Leber 


RidetoFly 


Unlike a pet, youdon't 
have to drug your bike 
for the flight. 


town, and you want to bring your 

damn bike on the plane with you. 
Here’s how you can fly from SFO on 
the cheap. 


: t’s summer, you want to leave 


Getting to the Airport 

That’s the easy part ever since BART 
lifted the rush-hour ban on bikes. If 
you want to pedal your way to the 
airport, it’s about 15 miles from 
downtown San Francisco. Google 
says to take Bayshore to Airport 
Boulevard to McDonnell Road. 
Much of the route has bike lanes, 
including the crazy frontage roads 
that SFO’s spokesman talked about. 


Getting Ready to Fly with Your Bike 
Since most airlines aren’t going to 
consider a bike your carry-on 
luggage, you’re going to have to 
disassemble it. Luckily, SFO has bike 
stands in the International Terminal 
Courtyards (A and G) and at the 
Rental Car Center. There are also 
tools available for rent at The Airport 
Travel Agency on the G side of the 
International Terminal where you 
can break the bike down. 

If you don’t know already, most 
airlines charge a flat fee to check 
your bike. Those fees vary 
dramatically based on the airline; for 
instance, U.S. Airways charges $200 
one-way while American and Delta 
Airlines will tack on a $150 each way. 
Frontier will charge the normal $20 
bag fee. But there is a way to check 
your bike without getting saddled 
with fees. Keep reading. 


How to Fly 

I asked a couple of the best bike-polo 
players in the world, Eric Kremin 
and Brian Dillman, who both live in 
San Francisco, to tell me how they 
manage bikes on a plane. First, they 
said, the cost to bring your bike on 
board really depends on the airline, 
so make sure you do your research. 
Pack it in a suitcase or box. But most 
importantly, “never, ever, ever, ever 
tell anyone in an airport you’re 
traveling with a bike,” Dillman says. 
“T’ve heard or used anything from 
‘art project’ to ‘wheelchair’ to ‘my 
little brother,’ but personally my 
favorite is: ‘vague trade show 
materials.”” LEIF HAVEN 
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The bike movement’s long ride from relevance. 


AY JOE ESKENAZI 


he whirring of thousands of bicycle 

chains is a magical sound. And, not so 

long ago in the grand scheme of 

things, thousands whirred up Mar- 

ket Street. Male cyclists were dressed 
as ladies. Bikes were done up to look like boats. 
Another resembled a coffin, bedecked with a 
skull and crossbones and an inscription 
“warning all Supervisors of the political death 
that awaited those public officers who heeded 
not the demands of the people.” 

The people watched. And the people 
cheered. And then they attempted to flip a 
streetcar that a cyclist claimed nearly hit him. 

Some 5,000 bicycles jammed the city’s ma- 
jor artery, per the next day’s newspapers. In 
San Francisco, there’s a term for this: a voting 
bloc. “It was easily apparent that a new ele- 
ment had come into local politics,” predicted 
a front-page report. “The very fact they stand 
together as a body proves their prominence as 
a public factor will be considerable.” 


True enough. “The people who use the bi- 
cycle in their daily travels around the city de- 
mand that the city appropriate enough funds 
to make their progress about the city com- 
fortable and safe,” bellowed the city’s con- 
gressman to the crowd. “San Francisco 
should be placed in the front rank with other 
cities.” With safer roads for bikes, contended 
another event-goer, “urban workers could 
ride to their places of business.” 

Investment in bicycling, however, wouldn’t 
merely benefit those on two wheels. “I am in 
favor of generous appropriations to pay for the 
improvement of the streets and highways not 
for the bicyclists alone,” a future senator told 
the crowd, “but also for the horse.” 


plenty of horses on the road. Cyclists of the 

day were forced to contend with their pro- 
digious leavings, as well as cobblestones and 
impassable unpaved roads. But not for long. 


| n July of 1896 there were, after all, still 


The city’s thoroughfares were, in short order, 
paved. And, the cyclists were, in short order, 
run off them as America began its long and 
enduring obsession with the automobile. 

But, on the final weekday of June this year, 
arider coasted down a newly repaved section 
of Market Street. “It’s so smooth, you don’t 
even have to pedal,” he cooed. Had he tum- 
bled off his seat, he’d have been even more 
appreciative, as he was one ofa coterie of 
nude cyclists dotting the most recent Critical 
Mass ride — as always, on the last Friday of 
every month. 

There were male cyclists dressed as ladies 
on that night too — some in bridal attire. A 
few hours earlier, the city had begun issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples. On 
this day, rolling through the city in a Critical 
Mass procession alongside a guy in a lace veil 
had all the fixings of a quintessential San 
Francisco experience. The 400-odd cyclists 
exchanged cheers with the newly betrothed 


The Call, 1896 


in front of City Hall; the sheriff and police 
chief smiled and waved at the Critical Mass 
riders as they blew through red lights and pe- 
destrian crosswalks. 

A few angry motorists, displeased by cy- 
clists lazily circling the intersections awaiting 
consensus on which street to clog next, took 
the bait. They leaned on their horns and 
yapped that they’d call the police. It was a ris- 
ible threat, and played into the hands of the 
more confrontational riders, who quickly 
swarmed offending automobiles and leered 
at their occupants. “The police are here,” 
shouted a cyclist. “The police are with us.” 

Indeed. It’s a strange spectacle when a cop 
ona motorcycle is hustling to block the inter- 
section for an unwarranted bicycle ride (last 
year the Police Department paid out $188,000 
to the officers minding Critical Mass). So, 
while the Critical Mass ride was fun, uplift- 
ing, and — to evoke the most overused word 
in San Francisco — empowering, it’s impor- 
tant to note what it wasn’t: important. 

Sixteen years ago this month (and 101 years 
to the day after the 1896 demonstration), Criti- 
cal Mass was important. Some 7,000 riders in- 
undated San Francisco and were violently 
confronted by police. It was a watershed mo- 
ment for cycling in this city; Critical Mass 
served as a catalyst in changing San Francisco. 
But, like all catalysts, Critical Mass itself didn’t 
change, even as the landscape around it did, 
both literally and figuratively. 

Instead, amovement created 21 years ago 
to shake this city out of its institutionalized 
torpor has, itself, become institution- >> 0/4 
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Critical Mass Goes Round and Round 
from pls 


alized. It has become yet another San Fran- 
cisco experience, a ritualization of something 
once vital and meaningful in a city increas- 
ingly preoccupied with celebrating what it 
once was. 

“T don’t find it to be the same ride any- 
more,” says Joel Pomerantz, a Critical Mass 
co-founder. “The Haight has museums of 
counterculture — but it doesn’t have any 
counterculture. Critical Mass doesn’t have 
critical mass anymore. People go to see it the 
way you go to see the Exploratorium. It’s 
more like an amusement park ride.” 

San Francisco has staked out a controver- 
sial, far-flung, and expensive path to become 
the cycling Mecca of its dreams. But like its 
riders aimlessly circumnavigating crowded 
intersections, Critical Mass continues to ride 
in circles. 


founded Critical Mass how pedaling a 

bike through San Francisco has changed 
over the ensuing decades and you induce a 
mental bottleneck. They can think of many 
examples, but have trouble listing any partic- 
ular one. It’s not unlike asking someone to 
name a Matthew Modine movie and reducing 
them to blurting out, “Oh, a million things.” 

By all means, this city has experienced a 
physical transformation in the past two de- 
cades, whether you’re talking about biking or 
anything else. But, for veteran cyclists, the 
most noticeable change has been attitudinal. 
“Tt used to not be uncommon that people 
would yell at me for being on the road. They 
were mad at me for being in their way,” re- 
calls Dave Snyder, the former longtime head 
of the city’s Bicycle Coalition, a cycling advo- 
cacy group. “Now, that never happens.” For 
Chris Carlsson, a Critical Mass co-founder 
who has served as something of the bard of 
the movement, “There was the daily aggrava- 
tion of riding through the streets and being 
treated like a child. In obvious fact, we were 
doing [drivers] a favor. They don’t have to sa- 
lute us, but they don’t have the right to treat 
us like shit.” 

It was this frustration that led the city’s 
fervent cyclists, a group heavily composed of 
educated white men, to feel like an oppressed 
minority. And they decided to do something 
about it. 

“BICYCLISTS!” beseeched the September 
1992 poster for the first, as-yet-unnamed Crit- 
ical Mass ride. “Aren’t you SICK & TIRED of 
having to fight for your life on city streets? 
Why are we treated like cars by the law but 
like obnoxious and unwelcome obstructions 
by people in cars? WHERE ARE WE SUP- 
POSED TO GO?!” The poster urged cyclists to 
join “the new monthly ride home together — 
imagine 25, 50, 1,000+ bikes heading up Mar- 
ket Street together!” Ride co-founder 
Pomerantz stood atop a trash can and 
counted the bikes at that historic moment — 
the world’s first Critical Mass. There were 48. 

But within a month, there was a Critical 
Mass ride in Poland. Soon, hundreds of cities 
followed suit. Not long thereafter in the grand 
scheme of things, no one had to merely imag- 
ine thousands of bikes heading up Market 
Street together. By Pomerantz’s reckoning, 
the ride grew by 80 percent each month. 


A sk the longtime city cyclists who 


Eventually, it reached city politicians’ radars. 
And they wanted it off. 

Sixteen years ago this month, San Fran- 
cisco police, at the behest of then-Mayor Wil- 
lie Brown, descended upon Critical Mass 
riders after weeks of threats and two-inch 
newspaper headlines anticipating mayhem. 
And mayhem ensued: Some 250 riders were 
arrested, their offending cycles carted offin 
trucks and held for days. 

San Franciscans may not like being 
trapped in cars and buses by rude, entitled cy- 
clists, but they definitely don’t like seeing cops 
manhandle people. The crackdown was 
widely viewed as an overreaction. And that, 
says Carlsson with a grin, was “the turning 
point.” That’s when Critical Mass won. 


considering cyclists’ place on the road. 

Now, cycling is permanently on politi- 
cians’ radars; cyclists have become a voting 
bloc. 

Nineteen ninety-seven was also, Carlsson 
admits, the point when the movement began 
the inexorable decline from what it was to 
what it is. Critical Mass, admits the man who 
co-founded it and edited two compendiums 
of essays about it, “isn’t a phenomenon or an 
event that’s particularly interesting right now. 
It hasn’t been for a while.” 

Critical Mass was a battering ram that 
ruptured a social and political wall. But, after 
a battle, no one turns to a battering ram for 
advice on how to formulate policy. The anar- 
chic, ostensibly leaderless movement didn’t 
have opinions on where to put in bike lanes or 
road diets or sharrows or other bits of traffic 
management jargon that have since altered 
the city’s landscape. But the San Francisco Bi- 
cycle Coalition did. 


N ince the 1997 clash, people have been re- 





Photograph by Camila Bernal 


Bike messenger Jr. has seen Valencia, 
where he lives, transformed into “a second 
Haight Street for computer whizzes.” 


While the coalition was founded in the 
early 1970s with the aim of “promoting the 
bicycle for everyday transportation,” it took 
Critical Mass to make it relevant. With the city 
unable to negotiate with a loosely organized 
mob, it turned to the highly organized cycling 
politicos. In the wake of the 1997 crackdown, 
the coalition’s membership rolls swelled — 
and have since grown nearly 12-fold. 

Two decades ago, Department of Parking 
and Traffic boss Bill Maher declared, 
“There'll be bike lanes on Valencia Street over 
my dead body.” 

Bike lanes were installed in 1999. Maher 
still roams the earth. 

Now elected officials and bureaucrats are 
biking to work, and not just on Bike to Work 
Day or Sunday Streets. Yesterday’s cycling 
radical is today’s city planner or transit con- 
sultant. And not just here. 

Portland is hailed as the nation’s most bi- 
cycle-friendly municipality — 8 percent of 
commuters pedal — and New York City 
transportation commissioner Janette Sadik- 
Khan has been beatified for her efforts in 
transforming the Big Apple’s cycling infra- 
structure. But years ago, both cities loosed 
the cops to heavy-handedly crush the Critical 
Mass rides. 

“The mid-1990s was basically a rabble- 
rousing acknowledgment of a group of people 
who were staunch advocates for bicycle in- 
frastructure,” says Tim Papandreou, the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agen- 
cy’s director of strategic planning and policy. 
“That percolated into the psyche of public 





agencies.” Actually, Critical Mass was never a 
movement about bicycle infrastructure. Yet it 
enabled such amovement. Now the city 
hopes for even more. 

The Board of Supervisors in 2010 unani- 
mously passed a resolution calling for 20 per- 
cent of trips in the city to be undertaken by 
bicycle by 2020 — a gargantuan leap from the 
current estimate of 3.5 percent. Like many 
utopian resolutions passed by the board, this 
falls into the category of urban planning by 
magic lamp. It would require the city to carve 
out cycling lanes and other amenities at a 
pace rivaling railroad construction in China. 

More credible, however, is the compre- 
hensive MTA Strategic Plan aiming to swell 
that 3.5 percent bike share to 8 or 10 percent 
by 2018. Papandreou is the point-man re- 
sponsible for crafting and implementing this 
ambitious program to rapidly triple the num- 
ber of cyclists on the road. Yet he admits he 
doesn’t even know when Critical Mass rides. 

“T don’t pay attention to it at all.” 


This, he says, is astatement against capi- 

talism. Why, he asks, should cyclists feel 
the need to go out and make additional pur- 
chases before pedaling off? 

The San Francisco author and radical ac- 
tivist has aready smile and a white beard re- 
sembling Sigmund Freud’s. And, sort of like 
Freud, Mass co-founder Carlsson believes a 
bicycle isn’t just a bicycle. Instead, “it’s a sig- 
nifier of our cultural revolt against the stupid- 
ity of modern life. In and of itself, bicycles 
aren’t very interesting.” He laments that the 
Bicycle Coalition and its government allies 
“have no particular problem with wage la- 
bor” and “just want to get more people 
on bicycles.” 

Critical Mass is a leaderless, or at least 
an authority-less, movement. The rides 
ostensibly have individual meanings for each 
individual rider. But Carlsson’s sentiments 
do encapsulate its limitations in effecting 
policy change. 

Critical Mass was, at the start, a radical un- 
dertaking — but it helped to push cycling into 
the mainstream. In doing so, it was a self-di- 
luting movement: Far from symbolizing a re- 
volt against modern life, cycling is now seen 
as a signifier of that modern life. Critical Mass 
riders hoping to topple this and other cities’ 
powers-that-be have been disappointed; 
bikes go well with “wage labor.” The powers- 
that-be are resilient enough to not only coex- 
ist with augmented cycling, but to make a 
buck off the deal. 

The bicycle lanes installed over Bill Ma- 
her’s dead body on Valencia ushered ina 
neighborhood of twee, fair-trade cafes, twee, 
fair-trade boutiques, and bike corrals encased 
in knitted cozies — which is twee, if not fair- 
trade. “When I moved onto Valencia 30 years 
ago, it was a backwater street. All the stores 


[ hris Carlsson doesn’t wear a bike helmet. 
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were closed and the only ones out here were 
Holy Rollers,” recalls Jr. Chis legal name), a 
64-year-old bike messenger with a Santa 
Claus beard who’s been delivering packages 
in this city since 1968. “Now it’s asecond 
Haight Street for computer whizzes. It’s a di- 
rect route with no hills. And many of [the 
whizzes| are bikers.” 

Census data indicate some 15 percent of 
trips now taken in the demographically 
metamorphosed Mission are on cycles. And, 
unlike Jr., most of these bikers aren’t riding 
40-year-old Schwinns held together with 
welds and electrical tape. They’re often suc- 
cessful young members of the “creative class” 
with the desire — and the means — to live in 
the bike-friendliest portions of the bike- 
friendliest cities. Catering to these economic 
winners “elevated biking. It’s seen as an eco- 
nomically beneficial part of a development 
strategy,” notes S.F. State geography profes- 
sor Jason Henderson. The ability to bike to 
work, he continues, is a selling point for the 
companies to draw these young workers, as 
well as for a city banking on accommodating 
those companies. 

In fact, the city is hustling to make up for 
lost time. San Francisco was in 2006 slapped 
with an injunction against installing cycling 
infrastructure such as bike lanes after a judge 
bought outspoken bike critic and blogger Rob 
Anderson’s argument that the city shirked on 
analyzing the environmental impacts of that 
infrastructure. The MTA is now thrilled to 
disgorge numbers marking its progress since 
the injunction was lifted in late 2010: Twenty- 
two miles of bike lanes added to the city’s bur- 
geoning network; 3,350 new bike racks; and 
an estimated 71 percent more riders since 
2006 — despite the injunction. 


An 1896 San Francisco Examiner 
illustration poked fun at the suboptimal 
cycling conditions on Market Street. 





Photograph by Joseph Geha 


Critical Mass has earned a police escort 
for its monthly wanderings, to the tune 
of $188,000 a year. 


Papandreou points to the 71-percent jump 
as proof that cyclists are coming whether the 
city caters to them or not. But the construction 
cranes mushrooming around town indicate a 
looming glut of new San Franciscans. If the 
city’s pro-development forces have their way 
— and that’s where the smart money, and 
plenty of it, is being wagered — San Francisco’s 
population may surge to well over 1 million. 

In our wee city, it’d be impossible for the 
horde of anticipated newcomers to each 
drive their own cars without inducing traffic 
nightmares of a sort inconducive to “wage la- 
bor.” This is where the Bicycle Coalition fits 
symbiotically into the ecosystem. “The Bicy- 
cle Coalition is probably one of the most pow- 
erful special interest groups in town right 
now. I’m not calling bicycle transportation a 
bad special interest. They’re a good special in- 
terest,” says former Board of Supervisors 
President Aaron Peskin. “But, as a political 
matter, they’Il side with the greediest devel- 
oper to get 10 extra bike spots.” 

Developers are happy to no longer adhere 
to antiquated ratios of auto-parking-spots-to- 
dwelling-units, and the coalition is happy to 
lobby for concessions for cycles (bike spots, 
bike lanes, a bike-sharing program) from the 
transforming city and the burgeoning devel- 
opments marketed to affluent people em- 
bracing a car-free lifestyle. 

Peskin admits this 10-speed Machiavel- 
lianism is working. For the coalition to be able 
to work with both progressives and business 
interests requires a commitment not to the 
politics of the day, but to a greater, and more, 
basic, cause. 

“Our power comes from our focus,” says 
Leah Shahum, the Bicycle Coalition’s execu- 
tive director for the past 1] years. “If we were 
overly broad, we wouldn’t have a strong 
membership.” 

She just wants to get more people on bikes. 
Sometimes, a bicycle is just a bicycle. 


the house. People sitting at home all day 

is bad for business. And the city wants 
more business. It wants more commerce. It 
wants more growth. It wants more jobs. So it 
wants you to leave the house. But not, if you 
can help it, in a car. >> 016 


T he city, meanwhile, wants you to leave 
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Critical Mass Goes Round and Round 
from p15 


Studies out of Portland indicate cyclists 
spend their money in-town, as does data from 
officials in New York. Polk Street merchants 
recently revolted over a plan to install bike 
lanes and parking at the expense of some car 
parking. Yet, in the Pacific Northwest, Rut- 
gers urban planning professor John Pucher 
notes that shopkeepers are eagerly signing 
onto waiting lists for bike corrals. 

Currently, 61 percent of the trips in this city 
are taken via automobile. Seventeen percent 
are on public transit, 75 percent are on foot, 
and just 3.5 percent are on bikes. Considering 
the surge of people, and trips, anticipated in 
the coming years, far more journeys must be 
shunted to alternative means just to keep the 
number of cars around its current level. Re- 
ducing car trips to the SFMTA Strategic Plan’s 
goal of 50 percent requires about 20 percent 
of trips to be on transit; 20 percent to be on 
foot; and about 10 percent to be on bikes. 

For those already cycling regularly, this 
strategy is bittersweet: It’s not for them. It’s a 
ploy to coax would-be cyclists to dust offthe 
wheels and hit the road. For all the talk of the 
Bicycle Coalition’s great influence, the city’s 
investment in cycling has been modest and its 
bike network is disjointed and incomplete. 
Stretches of smooth, traffic-segregated lanes 
inviting to even novice cyclists are broken up 
by dangerous and bewildering segments. 
These swaths essentially render miles of cy- 
cling paths useless for all but the daring — 
who were already on the roads. Pucher says 
the mark ofa truly safe cycling system for 
young, old, and non-Lycra-clad riders is ob- 
servable parity of the sexes. In San Francisco, 
however, only 28 percent of frequent cyclists 
are women. And, based on the city’s own 
“Levels of Traffic Stress” assessment, only 10 
percent of bikeways are suitable for everyone. 
Even large portions of Market Street are ac- 
cessible only to strong, experienced riders. 

With safer roads for bikes, urban workers 
could ride to their places of business. That 
was true in the 19th century, and it remains so 
in the 21st. Building safer roads now, however, 
costs more. 


the most comprehensive cycling docu- 

ment the city has ever produced. It dwells 
upon the intersections requiring upgrades, the 
routes on which to create bike paths, and the 
existing bike paths to beef up. It calls for in- 
stalling tens of thousands of new bike parking 
spaces and hundreds of future stations for the 
city’s nascent bike-sharing program. 


T he 2013-2018 SFMTA Strategic Plan is 


It does not, however, identify where the 
money to pay for this is going to come from. 

The plan’s graphic representation of the 
$30 million in available funds placed in the 
context of its $190 million price tag resembles 
a depiction of Earth next to Jupiter. (Trans- 
forming San Francisco into a Copenhagen- 
esque bike city, meanwhile, is priced at $600 
million). Tearing up the streets requires 
money, and ongoing, Polk Street-like battles 
require time. And time is money. 

Precious few state or federal dollars are 
earmarked specifically for cycling projects. 
So, they’re included under the aegis of “com- 
plete streets.” As a result, bike advocates 
aren’t in favor of generous appropriations to 
pay for the improvement of the streets and 
highways for the bicyclists alone — though 
the horse lobby has dropped off since 1896. 

“Bicycle boulevards” — in which some 
auto lanes are removed in favor of bike lanes 
and everyone is made to slow down — are 
now being rebranded as “neighborhood gre- 
enways.” This is marketing, says Pucher. 
Building bicycle-friendly roads “benefits pe- 
destrians, people crossing the street, neigh- 
bors who want to chat in the street. You can 
make the argument you're doing it for the 
kids!” And, as this is San Francisco: It’s good 
for dogs, too. 

It’s an argument that, likely, will be put be- 
fore city voters. “We need to get things on the 
ballot,” says Papandreou. The shortfall of $25 
million a year between the present and 2018 
“is too large to make up internally.” 

Mainstream cyclists and cycling advocacy 
groups sniping about blowback from Critical 
Mass riders’ antics is a ritual as tired as the de- 
rivative antics of those Critical Mass riders. In 
the not-too-distant future, however, voters 
may be hit up for heaps of money to make cy- 
clists’ progress about the city comfortable and 
safe in order to place San Francisco in the 
front rank with other cities. As such, cycling 
advocates both inside and outside of city gov- 
ernment seem to be reading from the same 
script in describing the dollars spent on cy- 
cling infrastructure as a boon to even the non- 
cyclist. Voters’ perception of bike-riders will 
be critical, as the city hopes to spend public 
dollars to create more of them. 

But Critical Mass remains unscripted. 
Blockading an intersection during the most 
recent ride, a cyclist bellowed to his fellow 
riders and the trapped drivers: “Own it! Own 
it! It’s ours! You can’t have it!” 


sound, but, then, so is Daft Punk. The 
thumping beats emanating from sophis- 
ticated rolling soundsystems drown out all 


T he whirring of bicycle chains is a magical 


ambient noise at either Critical Mass or the 
other group rides it has spawned. Things are 
changing: When Carlsson shows up these 
days with sheets of proposed routes — “Xero- 
cracy” in Critical Mass jargon — riders look 
askance at him. “There’s never been a 
planned route for Critical Mass,” they tell its 
ardent co-founder, who planned out routes 
decades ago. “You don’t know shit about Crit- 
ical Mass, do you?” 

That’s about the same thing riders say 
when Carlsson tells them to stop blocking 
cars for the sake of blocking cars. 
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Sometimes a bicycle isn’t just a bicycle. 


One week after every Critical Mass ride — 
on the first Friday of every month — the San 
Francisco Bike Party rolls through town. 
Rather than gather at Justin Herman Plaza 
during the height of the commute, Bike Par- 
tiers avoid confrontation, meeting at 8 p.m. 
within Golden Gate Park. Like Critical Mass’ 
earlier iterations, there’s an organized route, 
with a definitive ending point, and volunteers 
guiding people along. Unlike Critical Mass, 
Bike Partiers don’t goad motorists into point- 
less arguments; they stop at red lights and 
(some) stop signs. Asked to explain what 
they’re up to, Bike Party organizers made 
oblique references to Critical Mass: “It’s a 
very positive environment, as opposed to 
some group rides.” ... “We’re very pro-bicycle 
as opposed to being anti-anything else.” ... 
“We're trying to get more people on bikes by 
using more carrots, and less sticks.” 

The Bike Party is just what it says it is: a 
party that just happens to involve bikes. On 





Photograph by Alex Leber 


Neon, thumping beats, and a carefree 
good time are par for the San Francisco 
Bike Party’s course. 


the July ride, cyclists dressed as robots 
cheered during one of several boozy rest 
stops as a lithe young woman, visible only in 
bicycle-helmeted silhouette and backlit by 
throbbing neon lights, gyrated to E-40. 

Well, there’s nothing wrong with that. 
Bike Partiers don’t espouse the serious, trans- 
formative ideals that inspired Critical Mass. 
They don’t publish compendiums filled with 
essays titled “Putting the ‘Critical’ in Critical 
Mass: Patriarchy, Radical Feminism, and 
Radical Inclusiveness,” or “International Sol- 
idarity: The Bicycle as a Creative Response.” 
They drink beer and dance to E-40. 

But, at this point, they’re accomplishing 
just as much. There’s plenty of crossover be- 
tween Critical Mass on the last Friday of ev- 
ery month and the Bike Party a week later. 
That’s hardly surprising: Both rides provide 
cyclists with a social opportunity and the 
chance to stop feeling like scattered minnows 
among whales on the road. The Bike Party, 
however, does this without Critical Mass’ 
baggage. 

In his trips around the world to participate 
in Critical Mass rides, Carlsson has observed 
a five-year “golden age” before they “lose 
their magic” and become institutionalized 
rituals (San Francisco’s Bike Party, inciden- 
tally, is not quite 3 years old). 

Critical Mass has been running on inertia 
for far longer than it hasn’t. If it weren’t al- 
ready acity custom, it’s hard to imagine San 
Francisco’s present-day demographic react- 
ing to San Francisco’s present-day cycling 
conditions and establishing one. 

But Critical Mass hasn’t stopped. Its riders 
don’t stop to drink beer and dance; they don’t 
stop for cars or pedestrians or the Pacific 
Ocean. When the Mass reached Ocean 
Beach, cyclists began aimlessly circling in the 
intersection of Great Highway and Fulton. 
The event has no set route and no finish line; 
riders drop out in bunches until just a few ca- 
reen through the night. That day’s 400-odd 
participants represent 5 to 10 percent of how 
many rode during Critical Mass’ paradigm- 
shifting heyday, back when city policymakers 
couldn’t help but pay attention. 

A first-timer leaned over and asked a 
stranger when the ride would end. The 
dreadlocked young man’s response encapsu- 
lated more than any one ride: “It’s a lifestyle, 
yo. It never ends.” 


E-mail Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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MOMMY PORN, THE MUSICAL 


Nothing says you’ve made it like a spoof, and 
so it is with the literary smash 50 Shades of 
Grey. First there was 50 Sheds of Grey (a gar- 
dener is forcefully pleasured by his novel- 
reading wife), and now comes 50 Shades! The 
Musical. Called “a play your inner goddess, 
your book club, and your mother-in-law can 
all agree on” by Time magazine, 50 Shades! 
The Musical opens with a ladies book club 
that decides to read the famous novel. The 
show then proceeds to lampoon the book and 
its effect on readers. Some of the song titles, 
such as “They Get Nasty” and “I Don’t Make 
Love” would feel at home on an E-40 or 
Snoop Dogg record, but are presented in such 
an earnest, campy style they could make any 
curmudgeon chuckle. And many of the 
book’s scenes are changed to hilarious effect 
— in the parody version, the older male sex 
symbol is given a beer gut. Producers of 50 
Shades! say the show is intended for viewers 
18 and up, but promise the content won’t 
make general audiences squirm. 

50 Shades! The Musical starts at 8 p.m. 
and runs through Sunday, July 28 at the Ma- 
rines Memorial Theater, 609 Sutter St., S.F. 
Tickets are $30-$65; call 673-6672 or visit 
marineclub.com. DEVIN HOLT 
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TWEE-SHIRTS 


The Renegade Craft Fair rolls around twice a 
year, an apocalypse of the adorable and the 
handmade, crafts made by artisans from far, 
wide, and the Bay Area. Soft cotton T-shirts 
with whales sketched on them, trippy one- 
of-a-kind vinyl album covers, sugar skull 
kitchen mittens, salted caramel pickles 
(probably), and jewelry jewelry jewelry. It’s 
the perfect occasion to shop for gifts for 
your pals’ weddings, family’s birthdays, or 
co-workers’ kids’ bat mitzvahs. And when 
you need a pick-me-up in the midst of the 
exhaustive shopping, wait in line for beer 
and wine and treats or listen to the disc 
jockey play records and then start a 
conversation with the guy about his records 
if you want, or about his whale T-shirt. 
There will also be a hands-on DIY 
workshop (sponsored by Toyota) for those 
who want to learn how to make crafts so 
that they too can offer something adorable 
and handmade in this DIY Renaissance. 
The Renegade Craft Fair takes place 
Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., at Fort 
Mason Festival Pavilion, Marina Boulevard 
& Buchanan Street, S.F. Admission is free. 
renegadecraft.com. EMILIE MUTERT 
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SUN //2° 
MAY CONTAIN SCENES 


OF ASEXUAL NATURE 


Trying to assess what the city’s public nudity 
ordinance would mean for the dirty little 
Leather Week warm-up that is the Up Your Al- 
ley Fair mostly just resulted in a debate about 
what sort of leather and genitalia configura- 
tions would be defined as “nudity.” Known as 
the smaller, raunchier brother to Folsom 
Street Fair, this fetish-friendly gathering takes 
place annually in Dore Alley and certainly 
doesn’t stop at a police uniform and a pair of 
chaps — it boasts naked floggings, animal 
masks, and a history of public sex that’s caused 
complaints from residents. Luckily, as with 
FSF and PRIDE, the nudity ordinance doesn’t 
apply to permitted street fair areas, so partici- 
pants will definitely be breaking out the all- 
time-favorite Naked Twister. The fair started 
in the ’80s as an effort to bring together the ac- 
tive and organized queer community of SoMa 
in the face of the AIDS epidemic, so if you’ve 
got the gumption for it, stop by for some vital 
information as well as kinky scenes. 

Up Your Alley Fair starts at 11 a.m. on Dore 
Alley between Howard and Folsom. Admis- 


sion is free; visit folsomstreetevents.com. 
NEHA TALREJA 
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July 20, 2014 


Thank you to the thousands of men, women, and children; corporate sponsors; 
employee teams; and volunteers who helped raise more than $2.5 million in last 
Sunday’s AIDS Walk San Francisco and more than $80 million to date to support 
the Bay Area’s fight against HIV/AIDS. We also thank the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation for its many years of stewardship of the Walk. 












Project Inform is committed to the following four principles that will guide AIDS 
Walk San Francisco in 2014 and beyond as the organization assumes leadership 
of this vital event. 






e A multi-agency fundraising event. The Walk is organized on behalt of 
dozens of Bay Area HIV/AIDS service providers. The grants program, 
which has provided essential support for those agencies for many years, 
will be restored. 


Empowering many voices. The Walk will continue to reflect the full 
diversity of communities, services and voices necessary to ending the 
epidemic. 


Cost efficiency. [he Walk’s cost effectiveness will be improved by 
expanding and reinvigorating the public's participation, increasing 
income, and closely managing expenses. 

Solidarity. The Walk will be led by hundreds of HIV-positive people and 


Bay Area youth, joining together to achieve today’s very real opportunity 
to create the first HIV-free generation in over three decades. 
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LISTINGS 





vw Calendar 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly 
readers and are subject to space restrictions. To have a 
listing added, contact Clubs and Calendar Editor John 
Graham by e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (225 Bush St. 17th, Floor, San Francisco, 
CA 94104). To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following week’s issue. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 area 
code. Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. Our 
complete listings of local events — searchable by keyword, 
date, and genre — are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. Bask: Ubermensch: Ales “Bask” Hostomsky solo show 
inspired by superheroes, street art, cartoons, comics, vintage 
ads, propaganda posters, and other forms of pop-culture ico- 
nography. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 12-6:30 p.m. Continues through 
Aug. 3. 1000 Howard St., S.F., 861-5089, www.lamsf.com. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Donald Bradford: Love & War: New 
figurative paintings inspired by love, weddings, and marriage 
— both “traditional” and otherwise. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 26. free. 545 4th St., S.F., 495-2090, 
www.asgallery.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview’s Historical 
Footprints: Redux!: Historical photography exhibit and stories 
by Bayview/Hunters Point elders. Daily. 5075 Third St., S.F., 
355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Caffe Union. Facet: Group show featuring portraiture by artists 
from the Paolo Mejia Art Gallery & Design Studio. Through July 
29. paolomejia.com. 1830 Union St., S.F., 673-4119. 

Center for Sex & Culture. Doing Your Dirty Work Two: A Sampler of 
Contemporary Art About Sex: Second annual juried group show 
curated by Dorian Katz and featuring over 30 artists. Through 
Aug. 30.1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, www.sexandculture.org. 

City Hall. Joseph A. Blum: The Bridge Builders: A collection of ar- 





THU 7/25 


LET THE ACTORS 


DO THE TALKING 


It’s been more than a year since Action Fic- 
tion! started hosting professional actors 
performing the stories of local writers, 
and in that time the show has presented 
unusually high-caliber work in places as 
awesome as the William Westerfeld Man- 
sion and atop Oakland’s Tribune Tower. 
As with the last show (its anniversary, at 
which the actors performed a screenplay), 





FRI //26 


ENVISIONING PSYCHIC DANCE 


The most sentient extremities since Mean 
Girl Karen Smith’s clairvoyant boobs are 


back in town when Dr. Zebrovski, No. #1 
World Renown Dance Psychic, returns to 
the stage June 26-28 at CounterPULSE for 
Dr. Zebrovski’s Hour of Power. Dr. Zebrovski 
wears a turban and a zebra print muumuu. 
Dr. Zebrovski has visions of your unwilling- 
ness to shell out for organic strawberries 
and that time you put the coke can in the 
compost bin and the asparagus stems in the 


recycling. Dr. Zebrovski knows when to 
hustle and when to shimmy to shake out 
cosmic secrets from the ectoplasm of the 
universe. Dr. Zebrovski’s gravitational 
sense is so keen that he apprehends when 
squares and trines aren’t playing nice 
enough to make conjunctions. Dr. Ze- 
brovski has four friends and one of them 
used to be Cleopatra. 

Dr. Zebrovski’s interactive, song-and- 
dance show comes with no guarantees, and 
lap dances are $5 extra. Dr. Zebrovski’s 
Hour of Power is 8 p.m. July 26-28 at Coun- 
terPULSE, 1310 Mission St., S.F. Tickets are 


$15-$25; visit bit. ly/HOUROFPOWER. 
IRENE HSIAO 








resting photographs documenting the construction work on 
the Bay Bridge’s new Eastern span. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Sept. 27. free. 554-6080. sfartscommission. 
org. 1 Drive Carlton B. Goodlett, S.F., 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Crown Point Press. Summer Choices: A Group Exhibition: Mondays- 
Saturdays. Continues through Aug. 31. Robert Bechtle: New 
Monotypes: Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through Aug. 
31. 20 Hawthorne, S.F., 974-6273, www.crownpoint.com. 

FFDG. Sy/via Ji: Interwoven: Solo show featuring new Day of the 
Dead-inspired acrylic works by the popular figurative painter. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 1-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 10. 
free. 630 Valencia St., S.F., 500-2166, www.ffdg.net. 

Hyatt Regency San Francisco. Alcatraz: Life on the Rock: An exhibit 
of historical photos, assorted memorabilia, and 3D recreations 
of the infamous island prison’s various environments. Through 
Oct. 26. 5 Embarcadero Center, S.F., 788-1234, www.sanfran- 
ciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Evidence: Artistic Responses to the Drug 
Cartel Wars: Miguel A. Aragon, Roberto Gomez Hernandez, 


Thursday will be sort of at home: Chicken 
John’s warehouse Chez Poulet (which, as 
you might know, is just the place for such 
things). Featuring stories by writers as di- 
verse as sci-fi master Terry Bisson, avant- 
garde poet, novelist, editor, and professor 
Maxine Chernoff, and fiction badass (and 
SF Weekly contributor) Benjamin Wachs 
(who is one of the curators, along with 
Scott Lambridis and W. Ross Ayers), the 
night promises to hit every part of the pal- 
ette — and certainly won’t lack for pomp. 
Action Fiction! starts at 7 p.m. at Chez 
Poulet, 3359 Cesar Chavez St., S.E. Free; call 


(510) 735-5885 or visit omnibucket.com. 
EVAN KARP 








GOLDEN GATE 


Integral Counseling Center 






Professional, Affordable 
Psychotherapy and Counseling ina 
Relationship of Trust and Respect for 
Adults, Couples, Families and Groups 


call us 
wren 361.0230 
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Fiamma Montezemolo, Ernesto Ortiz, and Gianfranco Rosi & 
Charles Bowden utilize painting, video, photography, printmak- 
ing, and installation to illuminate the vicious underground drug 
wars raging on both sides of the Mexican-American border. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 12-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 31. 
free. 925 Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Summertime...: Group show featuring 
paintings, photos, sculptures, and other works by Scott Fraser, 
Gordon Parks, Skip Steinworth, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m. Continues through Aug. 30. 464 Sutter, S.F.,677-0770, 
www.jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Live Worms Gallery. Carrington Artworks: Destroy+Create: Mixed- 
media collage and paintings. Wed., July 24, 6-10 p.m.; Thu., 
July 25, 12-10 p.m. free. Sean O’Donnell: Malaprops & Punishing 
Puns: Satirical assemblages. Wed., July 24, 6-10 p.m.; Thu., 
July 25, 12-10 p.m. free. 1345 Grant, S.F., 307-1222, www. 
sflivewormsgallery.com. 

The Luggage Store. Brett Goodroad: What Imaginist Knew: Solo 
show of oil paintings by this year’s winner of the Headlands 
Center for the Arts Tournesol Award. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
12-5 p.m. Continues through Aug. 9. free. headlands.org/ 
program/tournesol-award. 1007 Market, S.F., 255-5971, www. 
luggagestoregallery.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Afro-Futurism: Envisioning the Year2070 
and Beyond: Curator Kheven LaGrone invites viewers to imagine 
the state of Black consciousness in the decades to come with 
contributions from James Anderson, Nyame Brown, James 
M. Kennedy, Danny King, Durrell Mackey, Ajuan Mance, Karen 
Oyekanmi, Jarrel Phillips, Michael Ross, Malik Seneferu, and 
Tomye. The exhibit is located in the library’s African American 
Center on the third floor. Through Aug. 1. free. 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Documerica Returns: Traveling 
photographic exhibit — an update of the one originally 
developed in 1971 — co-presented by the library’s Wallace 
Stegner Environmental Center and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Through Oct. 1. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Modern Eden. Jaclyn Alderete: Indra’s Net: Debut solo show of paint- 
ings by the San Francisco transplant. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 9. free. Mona: International 
group show allowing modern artists to reimagine DaVinci’s (if 
not the world’s) most famous painting. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 9. free. 403 Francisco 


St., S.F., 420-2898, www.moderneden.com. 

Patricia Sweetow Gallery. Modern Architecture: Survey of Bauhaus 
architecture by German photographer Irmel Kamp. Through 
July 27. Free. 77 Geary, S.F., 788-5126, www.patriciasweet- 
owgallery.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. One-of-a-Kind: Singularly unique pho- 
tographic works by Alexandra Bellissimo, Christopher 
Colville, Klea McKenna, Laura Parker, Diane Pierce, Meghann 
Riepenhoff, Saul Robbins, lan Van Coller, and Mimi Youn. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 1. 428 Third St., 
S.F., 495-3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Root Division. Character Profile: Group show that illustrates myriad 
forms of text, language, and meaning. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
2-6 p.m. Continues through July 27. free. 3175 17th St., S.F., 
863-7668, www.rootdivision.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Summer Breeze: Group show inspired by San 
Francisco’s sneakiest season. Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Continues through July 27. 251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, 
www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. Peter Anton: Random Acts of 
Indulgence: Glistening mixed-media depictions of delicious 
sweets ‘n’ treats that just might make you wanna hit the gym 
after the gallery. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 
27. 251 Post St., S.F., 788-5588, www.srcart.com. 

SF Camerawork. Cover fo Cover:: A survey of SF Camerawork 
members’ photo books. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Aug. 24. free. 657 Mission, S.F., 512-2020, www. 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery. Lure: Bay Area Artists Explore the Sea: A 
“water-centric” group show. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 15. free. Fort Mason, Bldg. C, S.F., 
441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

Southern Exposure. Sandra Ono: Engrams: A biomorphic, site- 
specific installation made from melted plastic sandwich bags. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 12-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
3030 20th St., S.F., 865-2141, www.soex.org. 

Studio 17. 2013 San Francisco International Photography Exhibition: Group 
show featuring Gold Medal Award winners from Gallery Pho- 
tographica’s 2013 competition. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 28. 3265 17th St., S.F., www.studiol7artists.com. 

Thoreau Center for Sustainabililty. Sums, Sustenance, and the Five 
Senses: ArtSeed 2012-2013 year end exhibition featuring works 
by the program’s youth artists. Through July 27. artseed.org. 
Lincoln Blvd. at Torney Ave., S.F., 561-6300, www.thoreau.org. 


BEST SELECTION OF SKI/SNOWBOARD, BIKE, SURF AND 
KAYAK CAR RACKS AND ACCESSORIES IN ALL 3 LOCATIONS 


RackSolid San Francisco | 
610 THIRD STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 | 
(415) 543-7225 


RackSolid East Bay 

1516 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 

BERKELEY, CA 94703 | 
(510) 848-7225 


| RackSolid Los Angeles 
3127 LINCOLN BLVD 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 
(310) 450-6027 
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FRI //26 


HEROES OF HEROES 


In what will no doubt be a night to re- 
member, famed Beat poet and language 


oddball Michael McClure will perform 
live over master improv jazz musicians 
Rob Wasserman (bass) and George 
Brooks (sax) for this week’s edition of Fri- 
day Nights at the de Young. The perfor- 
mance, in conjunction with the exhibit 
Richard Diebenkorn: The Berkeley Years 
1953-1966, will be special for a couple of 
reasons, “He was a hero of mine,” Mc- 


White Walls Gallery. “Unism”: Niels Meulman returns to White 
Walls to display his “Unism” exhibit. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 12-7 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 10. Free. whitewallssf.com. 886 
Geary St., S.F., 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 


DANCE - PERFORMANCES 


2013 San Francisco World Percussion Arts Festival: Featuring 
drum and dance ensemble performances by GONNA, Grand 
Master Seiichi Tanaka, Duniya Dance & Drum Co., Ong Dance 
Co., Walter Tsushima, Philip Gelb, Rachel Ebora, and Maikaze 
Daiko. July 26-27, 8 p.m., $30. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St., S.F., 273-4635, www.dancemission.com. 

2013 Tiny Dance Film Festival: No, it has nothing to do with Elton 
John. The TDFF is actually Detour Dance company’s two-night 
inaugural celebration of short, filmed dance performances 
planned and executed especially for the screen. Each night 
includes 10 separate films by dancers from the USA, Taiwan, 
Scotland, Spain, and Canada. July 26-27, 8 p.m., $10-$25. Ninth 
Street Independent Film Center, 145 Ninth St., S.F., 503-1972, 
www.ninthstreet.org. 

Atamira Dance Company: San Francisco debut by the contem- 
porary Maori dance ensemble from New Zealand. Sat., July 27, 
8 p.m., $18-$25, atamiradance.co.nz. Joe Goode Annex, 401 
Alabama St., S.F., 561-6565, www.joegoode.org. 

Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers of Balkan 
music, bellydancers, and burlesque. Fourth Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom- 
The-Lucky-Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 
S.F., 970-0012, www.amnesiathebar.com. 

Dr. Zebrovski’s Hour of Power: Beatrice L. Thomas directs an 
outlandish variety show featuring dance, drag, performance 
art, music, and more starring Kevin Seaman, Baruch Porras- 
Hernandez, Ben McCoy, Nahid Elgadi, and Rotimi Agbabiaka. 
July 26-28, 8 p.m., $15-$25. CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission, S.F., 
626-2060, www.counterpulse.org. 

S.F. Ballet: The SFB’s only local show this summer includes 
works by Alexei Ratmansky, Myles Thatcher, Edwaard Liang, 
and Serge Lifar. Sun., July 28, 2 p.m., free, sfballet.org. Stern 
Grove Festival, 19th Ave., S.F., 252-6252, www.sterngrove.org. 

Time // Space // Location: Experimental and “expanded” 
(i.e., multimedia) dance performances with Brontez Purnell, 
Lovewarz, Tooth, Sophia Wang, and DJs Adee Roberson & Kit 
Clayton. Thu., July 25, 8 p.m., $7. The Lab, 2948 16th St., S.F., 
864-8855, www.thelab.org. 


FESTIVALS 


12th Annual Outsound New Music Summit: From electro-acoustic 
chamber music, ambient soundscapes, and improvisational 
jazz to free-form skronk and beyond, this yearly festival 
spotlights some of the most innovative sounds to be found 
inthe Bay Area. Through July 27, free-$15, outsound.org. San 
Francisco Community Music Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 647-6015, 
www.sfcmc.org/site/?id=10. 

19th Annual Brainwash Drive-In/Bike-In/Walk-In Festival: The 
Bay Area’s original parking lot film fest returns for four nights 
of short underground videos that we guarantee you won’t see 
at the local multiplex. As an added bonus, this year’s festival 
is dedicated to the memory of late documentary filmmaker 
Les Blank. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through July 
27, $10 per night (or $35 for four-night festival pass), brain- 
washm.com. NIMBY, 8410 Amelia, Oakland, 510-633-0506, 
www.nimbyspace.org. 

2013 Japan Film Festival of San Francisco: As part of the J-Pop 
Summit Festival, the JFF presents a cross-section of con- 








Clure says of Diebenkorn. The poet was 
among those who went to watch Dieben- 
korn paint circa 1960, and readily claims 
that work as an influence on his own. 
McClure was also in a band with Brooks, 
Wasserman, and The Doors’ Ray Manza- 
rek, who recently died. Part of the eve- 
ning will be a tribute to Manzarek, with 
music by The Doors and a special perfor- 
mance of “Maybe Mama Lion,” for which 
McClure wrote the words and Manzarek 
the music. 

Friday Nights at the de Young starts 
at 6:30 p.m. at the de Young Museum, 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F. Free; 


call 750-3600 or visit deyoung.famsf.org. 
EVAN KARP 








temporary cinema from Japan, including local and national 
premiere screenings of new anime action flicks, live-action 
manga adaptations, dramas, documentaries, and more for 
the discriminating Japanese cinephile. July 27-Aug. 4, $13 
per film, jffsf.org. New People, 1746 Post (at Webster), S.F., 
525-8630, www.newpeopleworld.com. 

2013 San Francisco World Percussion Arts Festival: Featuring 
drum and dance ensemble performances by GONNA, Grand 
Master Seiichi Tanaka, Duniya Dance & Drum Co., Ong Dance 
Co., Walter Tsushima, Philip Gelb, Rachel Ebora, and Maikaze 
Daiko. July 26-27, 8 p.m., $30. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St., S.F., 273-4635, www.dancemission.com. 

2013 Tiny Dance Film Festival: No, it has nothing to do with Elton 
John. The TDFF is actually Detour Dance company’s two-night 
inaugural celebration of short, filmed dance performances 
planned and executed especially for the screen. Each night 
includes 10 separate films by dancers from the USA, Taiwan, 
Scotland, Spain, and Canada. July 26-27, 8 p.m., $10-$25. Ninth 
Street Independent Film Center, 145 Ninth St., S.F., 503-1972, 
www.ninthstreet.org. 

2013 Up Your Alley Fair: Although it would be hard to convince 
tourists otherwise, there are actually people who find the 


SAT //?/ 


THE BEAT GOES ON 


The development of rhythm is said to have 
its roots in natural selection. Early homi- 
nids in the African savanna used rhythmic 
techniques to establish their “battle 
trances,” giving them a leg up on their nat- 
ural predators. And, of course, rhythm has 
always played arole in human courtship. 
But beyond the ability to survive and mate, 
rhythm provides the backbeat of musical 
traditions all over the globe, several of 
which will be on display at the World Per- 
cussion Arts Festival. Many of the works 
presented this year are from Asian drum- 


Folsom Street Fair more dull than debaucherous. For those 
who lust after rougher trade, Up Your Alley — Folsom’s 
dirtier little sibling — fills the need for serious gay kink with 
BDSM vendors, bootblack stations, dance DJs, and lots and 
lots of men in leather. Sun., July 28, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., donation, 
folsomstreetevents.org/alley. Dore Alley, Dore, S.F., N/A. 

33rd San Francisco Jewish Film Festival: Life Through a Jew(ish) 
Lens: This nearly three-week-long festival features almost 
75 films at venues around the Bay Area — and everyone is 
welcome, whether or not you’re “Jewish (religious, secular, or 
somewhere in-between), Jew-curious, Jewy, or just guilty by 
association.” Venues include: The Castro Theatre (429 Castro, 
S.F.); Jewish Community Center of San Francisco (3200 Califor- 
nia, S.F.); RayKo Photo Center (428 Third St., S.F.); Smith Rafael 
Film Center (1118 Fourth St., San Rafael); California Theatre 
(2113 Kittredge, Berkeley); New Parkway Theater (474 24th 
St., Oakland); Grand Lake Theater (3200 Grand Ave., Oakland); 
Piedmont Theatre (4186 Piedmont, Oakland); and CineArts at 
Palo Alto Square (3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto). See sfiff. 
org for showtimes, tickets, and information. July 25-Aug. 12, 
sfiff.org. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

FilmWorks United 2013: LaborFest’s cinematic festival-within-a- 
festival features four weeks of unflinching documentaries about 
laborers’ struggles across the globe. Through July 29, laborfest. 
net/2013/2013Films.htm. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F. 

LaborFest 2013: Now in its 20th year, this annual festival celebrat- 
ing organized labor shows little sign of the recent decline in 
American unions’ fortunes. It’s still a sprawling, monthlong, 
multidisciplinary affair that includes its own film festival, a 
bookfair, historical walking tours, theatrical performances, art 
exhibitions, literary readings, teach-ins, lectures, panels, and 
more. Visit the festival’s website for schedules, event details, 
and other information. Through July 31, laborfest.net. Multiple 
Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

S.F. Chefs: Food, Wine, Spirits Festival: Perhaps the only thing 
more full than the events schedule at this week-long smorgas- 
bord of tastings, parties, and workshops will be your belly once 
you’re done sampling it all. July 28-Aug. 4, sfchefsfoodwine. 
com. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

Sixth Annual LaborFest BookFair: Sun., July 28, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., 
laborfest.net/2013/2013Bookfair.htm. Mission Cultural 
Center for Latino Arts, 2868 Mission, S.F., 821-1155, www. 
missionculturalcenter.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 





ming traditions, and place an emphasis on 
storytelling. “Rouge,” performed by Mai- 
kaze Daiko, explores the horrific rule of 
the Khmer Rouge regime in 1970s Cambo- 
dia. Grandmaster Seiichi Tanaka of the 

S.F. Taiko Dojo makes a special appear- 
ance on Saturday, and the Ong Dance Co. 
brings a contemporary, modern update to 
traditional Korean dance and percussion 
arts. Other featured guests include 
GONNA, on its first U.S. tour, and the West 
African/Punjabi dance troupe Duniya 
Dance and Drum Co. 

The World Percussion Arts Festival 
starts at 8 p.m. (and runs July 26-27) at 
Dance Mission, 3316 24th St., S.F. Tickets 
are $30; call 826-4441 or visit dancemis- 
Sion.com. DEVIN HOLT 








Adam Johnson: The author discusses his novel The Orphan 
Master’s Son, winner of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize and 2013 Cali- 
fornia Book Award for Fiction. Tue., July 30, 6 p.m., $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, www. 
commonwealthclub.org. 

Andrew Sean Greer: Reading from his time-shifting, fantabulous 
new novel, The Impossible Lives of Greta Wells. Wed., July 24, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
www.booksmith.com. 

April Moore: The author discusses criminals, capital punishment, 
and concepts of justice in her new non-fiction work, Folsom’s 
93: The Lives and Crimes of Folsom Prison’s Executed Men. Thu., July 
25, 7 p.m., free, folsoms93.com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 
24th St., S.F., 282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Bang Out: A Quick and Dirty Reading Series: Writers read thematic 
new works with curators Amick Boone and Kevin Hobson. 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free, bangoutsf. 
com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www. 
makeoutroom.com. 

Dolores DeLuce: Reading from her colorful memoir, My Life, A Four 
Letter Word: Confessions of a Counter Culture Diva. Sun., July 28, 
5 p.m. The Green Arcade, 1680 Market, S.F., 431-6800, www. 
thegreenarcade.com. 

Drunken Spelling Bee: Are you smarter thana fifth grader... who’s 
drunk? Host Jimi Moran tests your ability to spell while soused 
at this monthly event for literate lushes. Last Sunday of every 
month, 6 p.m., Free to enter or attend. Cafe Royale, 800 Post, 
S.F., 441-4099, www.caferoyale-sf.com. 

Elwin Cotman: Celebrating the release of his new short story 
collection, Hard Time Blues. Wed., July 24, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Pegasus Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
510-649-1320, www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Erotic Reading Circle: Read your erotic writing pieces and 
get feedback from skilled sex writers. Fourth Wednesday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., Donation, 902-2071. Center for Sex & 
Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., www.sexandculture.org. 

An Evening of Poetry: With Adam Fitzgerald, Dorothea Lasky, 
and Geoffrey G. O’Brien. Mon., July 29, 7:30 p.m., free. The 
Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Friday Nights at the de Young: Jazz & Poetry: Featuring words by 
Michael McClure and music by George Brooks and Rob Wasser- 
man. Fri., July 26, 5 p.m., free. de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 750-3600, www.deyoungmuseum.org. 

Hilary Holladay: Don’t let the title dissuade you: Hilary Holladay’s 
new non-fiction book may be titled American Hipster, but its 
subject — proto-Beat icon Herbert Huncke — was a hustler, 
junkie, and street-savvy raconteur who put today’s fashion- 
focused trust fundies to shame. Judge for yourself at these 
two author readings that also feature rare vintage film clips. 
Friday’s eventis held at the Beat Museum (540 Broadway) and 
Saturday’s event is at Alley Cat Books (3036 24th Street). Fri., 
July 26, 7 p.m.; Sat., July 27, 6 p.m., free. Multiple San Francisco 
Locations, multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

Jim Nisbet: The local writer revamps noir fiction for today’s 
tech-centric San Francisco in Snitch World. Sat., July 27, 8 
p.m. The Green Arcade, 1680 Market, S.F., 431-6800, www. 
thegreenarcade.com. 

Live at 851: With readings by Adam Fitzgerald, Dorothea Lasky, 
Kevin Killian, and Matthew Sherling. Sun., July 28, 8 p.m. The 
Squat, 849 Haight St., S.F., 851thesquat.tumblr.com. 

The Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books by gay 
authors or featuring gay themes. Last Tuesday of every 
month, 7:50 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 18th St., S.F., 581-1600, 
www.magnetsf.org. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books for children. 
Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. Paxton Gate’s Curiosities for 
Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., www.paxtongate.com. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured poet. Last 
Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission 
St., S.F., 826-6886, www.3300club.com. 

Porchlight Tith Anniversary Extravaganza: As Luck Would Have 
It: Arline Klatte and Beth Lisick host storytellers Michelle Tea, 
Anthony Bedard, Dominic Riley, and “Dr.” Frank Portman. Fri., 
July 26, 8 p.m., $15-$20, porchlight11.eventbrite.com. Verdi 
Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, www.verdiclub.net. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porchlight host this 
open micat which the best 5-minute story about the monthly 
theme wins $50. Last Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $5, 
porchlightsf.com. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, 
www.hemlocktavern.com. 

Saturday Night Special: A monthly literary reading series hosted 
by the Writing Salon’s Jane Underwood. Fourth Saturday of 
every month, 6-8 p.m., free, 14blackpoppies.com/saturday- 
night-special.html. Progressive Grounds, 2301 Bryant St., 
S.F., 647-0103. 

Sister Spit: Michelle Tea hosts readings by Mariko Tamaki, Tamara 
Llosa-Sandor, Raquel Gutiérrez, Brontez Purnell, Xandra Ibarra, 
Chana Wilson, DavEnd, Rhiannon Argo, Juliana Delgado Lop- 
era, Carmella Fleming, and Sara Seinberg. Sun., July 28, 2 p.m., 
free, radarproductions.org. Jack Kerouac Alley, 257 Columbus 
Ave., S.F., 956-7817, www.candyandthesweettooths.com. 

Sixth Annual LaborFest BookFair: Sun., July 28, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., 
laborfest.net/2013/2013Bookfair.htm. Mission Cultural 
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WHAT BECAME 


OF GEOMETRY 


Artist LX ONE decided “to follow the 
only absolutes in life: vertical and hor- 
izontal lines.” Like Alexey Luka and 
Adrian Navarro, co-exhibiters in the 
show “Geometry of Chance,” his work 
embraces arigid symmetry, immers- 
ing the viewer ina Tron-like land- 
scape of Bézier surfaces. On the 
opposite end of the spectrum, Leah 
Wolff’s intentionally crude scientific 
instruments reject precision and defy 
their utilitarian functions, while 
Christine Morla’s radiating paper 
flowers cut precisely from Filipino 
snack food packaging are just plain 
pretty. Others seek balance between 
worship and scorn for the confines of 
geometry. Darren McManus renders 
his spiritual work through computer 
graphics before realizing their analog 
form in acrylic. In Grant Miller’s 
paintings, the eye seeks patterns in the 
loops twisted around intersecting 
lines, like vines hanging from a jungle 
canopy reclaiming a skeletal urban 
structure. The curators posit that the 
ties between symmetry and beauty 
demonstrate that “geometry is hard- 
wired into our evolution,” but that 
“we can lose ourselves in and come 
out the other side more in touch with 
our physical selves.” Perhaps witha 
kind of post-geometric mindset, 
knowing the rules in order to break 
them, we are freed to reclaim our des- 
tiny from a set of ordered algorithms. 
“Geometry of Chance” opens with 
a reception at 6 p.m. (and continues 
through Aug. 31) at Mirus Gallery, 540 
Howard St., S.F. Admission is free; call 


860-0767 or visit mirusgallery.com. 
MICHAEL SINGMAN-ASTE 








Center for Latino Arts, 2868 Mission, S.F., 821-1155, www. 
missionculturalcenter.org. 

Susan Choi: Reading from My Education. Thu., July 25, 7:30 p.m., 
free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www. 
booksmith.com. 

Thursdays at Readers Poetry Series: Weekly readings by local 
poets and visiting guests inside the SFPL’s Fort Mason book- 
store and coffeeshop. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers 
Cafe, Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 724-7512, www. 
readerscafe.org. 

Under the Influence: Matthew Sherling, Brittany Billmeyer-Finn, 
Gabriel Cortez, and Jenny Bitner illustrate the creative influ- 
ences made upon them by Jack Kerouac, Maya Deren, Yasiin 
Bey (aka Mos Def), and Jeanette Winterson, respectively. Fri., 
July 26, 7:30 p.m., $5 suggested donation. The Emerald Tablet, 
80 Fresno St., S.F., 500-2325, www.emtab.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
ANDEVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: The AOTB’s 
newest exhibit brings an adorable romp of North American 
river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5500, 
www.aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. /na New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 objects from 
themuseum’s permanent collection explores the major cultures 





of Asia. Daily. Free with museum admission. /n the Moment: 
Japanese Art from the Larry Ellison Collection: Over 60 traditional 
Japanese artworks — including sculpture, screens, paintings, 
metalwork, armor, and more — on loan from the Oracle CEO. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 
22. 200 Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse into the poetic, 
exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen 
Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broad- 
way, S.F., 399-9626, www.thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located in a historic 
cable car powerhouse, the museum displays a variety of cable 
car gear, historic photographs, installations explaining how 
the cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 
Mason, S.F., 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Family Nature Crafts: Nature- 
themed craftmaking for kids 5-11. Sundays, 10 a.m. 55 Music 
Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Curating the Bay: Crowd- 
sourcing a New Environmental History: In honor of the “Year 
of the Bay,” this exhibit features 150 objects from the CHS 
collections that reflect the bay’s environmental and cultural 
history. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 25. 
$5 suggested donation. 678 Mission, S.F., 357-1848, www. 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. The Thrilling Adventure Hour: Exhibit featur- 
ing artwork from the graphic novel based on the stage series 
created by Ben Acker and Ben Blacker. Tuesdays-Sundays, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Oct. 20. $3-$7. Superman: A 
75th Anniversary Celebration: With the new Man of Stee/ movie in 
theaters this summer, the CAM takes a look back at the iconic 
character’s previous 75 years with an exhibit that includes 
classic original comic art, vintage movie posters, costumes, 
memorabilia, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 8. $3-$7. 655 Mission, S.F., 227-8666, 
www.cartoonart.org. 

Conservatory of Flowers. Butterflies & Blooms: Hundreds of but- 
terflies — including monarchs, swallowtails, painted ladies, 
and more — flutter among the flowers in an exhibition sure to 
please lepidopterists and botanists alike. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 20. $2-$7. 100 John F Kennedy Drive, 
S.F., 666-7001, www.conservatoryofflowers.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Beyond Belief: 100 Years of the 
Spiritual in Modern Art: Through Oct. 27. $5-$12. www.sfmoma. 
org. 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. From the Exotic to the Mystical: Textile Treasures 
fromthe Permanent Collection: See 15 centuries worth of intricate 
international tapestries, embroideries, laces, and other textiles. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 4. The Errandof the 
Eye: Photographs by Rose Mandel: Historical overview featuring 
photographic landscapes, nature studies, and portraits, includ- 
ing works from her original 1954 Errand of the Eye exhibit at the 
Legion of Honor. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 
13. American Heroes: Japanese American World War II Nisei Soldiers 
and the Congressional Gold Medal: This Smithsonian-promoted 
traveling exhibit illustrates the story behind the 2011 Nisei 
Congressional Gold Medal, which was bestowed collectively 
upon segregated Japanese American army units who served 
in WWII. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 4. Friday 
Nights at the de Young: Jazz & Poetry: Featuring words by Michael 
McClure and music by George Brooks and Rob Wasserman. 
Fri., July 26, 5 p.m. free. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 
750-3600, www.deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Permanent Galleries: The family science museum’s 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate gallery sec- 
tions that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4360, 
www.exploratorium.edu. 

Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art and science exhibit. 
Daily. free. 38 Fort Mason, S.F., 345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical Society Opens 
Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of 
the pioneers in the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical 
Society has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, www.glbthistory.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 1938-1946: 
Letters selected from the center’s archives that detail the 
harrowing danger of living in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays- 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, 
www.tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. /mpressionists on the Water: Over 80 nautically 
themed paintings by Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 
Camille Pissarro, and others. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 13. $6-$10. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Daily. Darren Waterston: 
A Compendium of Creatures: These 12 color aquatints from the 
artist’s portfolio A Swarm, A Flock, A Host: A Compendium of 
Creatures update the concept of the medieval bestiary. >> 


SALE ENDS 
8/6/13 


GOGOL BORDELLO 10° 
Pura Vida Conspiracy BCD 


The internationally renowned gypsy punk 
rock group returns with their sixth full-length 
album, a powerful collection of 12 surging & 
raucous new songs. LP: $19.98 


LIGHTNING DUST 
Fantasy 


Tos 


Lightning Dust’s 3rd proper full length 
finds its inspiration in skeletal synth pop, 
modern R&B beats, the films of John Car- 
penter and - in accordance with Lightning 
Dust’s only longstanding rule - absolute 
minimalism. 


Live at Brick & Mortar 8/6! 


1855 HAIGHT STREET « SAN FRANCISCO » (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY » (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! _KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


Open and Accredited... 


Financial aid available for those who qualify 





Enroll Now 
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Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 29. $6-$10. 100 
34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600. 


San Francisco Main Library. Digging Deep: Underneath San Francisco 


Public Library: Historical artifacts found at the library site, which 
was once a cemetery as well as City Hall. Daily. 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 


Mexican Museum. An Inspired Gift: The Rex May Collection of Popular 


Art: Mexican folk art paintings, wooden sculptures, ceramics, 
glass, and textiles. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 16. Free. Marina & Buchanan, S.F., 202-9700, www. 
mexicanmuseum.org. 


Museum of the African Diaspora. J.D. ‘Okhai Ojeikere: Sartorial 


Moments and the Nearness of Yesterday: MoAD’s Curator’s Choice 
Series presents five decades of photographs depicting the evo- 
lution of fashion styles in Nigeria, ranging from traditional dress 
and hairstyles to more modern, Western-style adaptations. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 29. Gordon 
Parks: Photographs at His Centennial: Retrospective exhibition 
featuring some of the African American photographer’s most 
iconic and socially important work. Wednesdays-Fridays, 
Sundays. Continues through Sept. 29. 685 Mission, S.F., 358- 
7200, www.moadsf.org. 


The Presidio Trust. Welcome to the Presidio: Two galleries — “Presi- 


dio Milestones” and “The Next Chapter: Creating a Future from 
Our Past” — illustrate the Persidio’s transition from a military 
base into anational park and beyond. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. Free. 103 Montgomery 
St., S.F., 561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 


Randall Museum. Drop-in Family Ceramics Workshop: Each week 


the Randall offers drop-in pottery and ceramics workshops. 


Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. Drop-in Science Workshop: Each week 
kids and parents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4. 
Meet the Animals: Live presentations about the animals who 
live at the museum. Saturdays, 11a.m. Free. 199 Museum, S.F., 
554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Rebecca Hutchinson: 


Affinity: Forest-like installation made from porcelain paperclay, 
paper, and hanging tree branches. Tuesdays-Sundays. Arline 
Fisch: Creatures from the Deep: |nstallation of oversized jellyfish 
woven from knitted and crocheted copper wire. Tuesdays- 
Sundays. Michael Cooper: A Sculptural Odyssey, 1968-2011: 
Sculptures assembled from carved wood and manipulated 
metal to create hybrids that combine the organic with the 
mechanical. Tuesdays-Sundays. 2569 3rd St., S.F., 775-0303, 
www.sfmcd.org. 


UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A colorfully 


modular and interactive seating sculpture from the inventors 
of the parklet. Through Dec. 31, 2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 
510-642-0808, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Camille Rose Garcia: Down the 


Rabbit Hole: 40 works based on Lewis Carroll’s Alice stories by 
acclaimed Pop Surrealism painter Camille Rose Garcia, plus a 
few Alice in Wonderland concept paintings by Disney artist Mary 
Blair. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 
3. $12-$20. www.waltdisney.org/garcia. 104 Montgomery, S.F., 
345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: A 2-D 


recreation of the Funtown Pier boardwalk and amusement 
park in Seaside Heights, NJ — the destruction of which became 





SUN //28 


JAPANWORLDS 


If you thought San Francisco was weird, 
just wait until this weekend. That’s 
when our cultural tectonic plates will 
smash into Japan’s once again, peaking 
with the 2013 J-Pop Summit Festival, a 
two-day cultural street fair deep in the 
cartoony heart of Japantown. Go for the 
craziness, stay for the awkward self-rev- 
elation: Like the American version, Jap- 
anese pop culture is a 
sometimes-vacuous candyland, but un- 
like ours, everyone’s in on the joke. Wit- 
ness the opening shot of J-Pop legend 
Kyary Pamyu Pamyu’s smash hit “Candy 
Candy Candy,” in which the star jogs 
purposefully down the street, a large 
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slice of toast clenched between her 
teeth — that is, until J-pop lyrics dis- 
solve the song into a syrupy mess: 
“Candy candy candy candy candy/ 
Sweetie sweetie girls love/ Chewing 
chewing chewing chewing chewing/ 
Cutie cutie XXX chewing love” How 
could we not watch Pamyu Pamyu sing 
that live when she’s toast-jogged all the 
way into our backyard? Granted, the 
summit’s 33 other scheduled events jos- 
tle for our attention, including a Pocky- 
eating contest (which, look it up) and a 
Harajuku Kawaii! fashion show. 

The J-Pop Summit Festival runs 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Ad- 
mission is free. Visit j-pop.com. 

SUSIE NEILSON 
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an iconic image of Hurricane Sandy’s wrath — constructed in 
the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30, 2015. 
Free. Want.Here.You.Now.: Multi-disciplinary installations 
by Kenneth Lo, Ana Teresa Fernandez, and Jennifer Locke. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 25. Free. 
Migrating Identities: Eight cross-cultural artists — Michelle 
Dizon, Ala Ebtekar, Naeem Mohaiemen, Meleko Mokgosi, 
Wangechi Mutu, Yamini Nayar, Ishmael Randall Weeks, and 
Saya Woolfalk — explore and express the fluid nature of their 
emigrant identities. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Sept. 29. $8-$10. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


THEATER 


50 Shades! The Musical: \f you enjoyed the Fifty Shades of Grey 
erotic novel — but kinda wished it had more song ‘n’ dance 
routines — then wish no longer: this unauthorized musical 
parody should satisfy your lust for satirical pop-cult theater. 
Through July 25, 8 p.m.; Fri., July 26, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.; Sat., 
July 27, 3, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.; Sun., July 28, 3 & 6:30 p.m., $30- 
$65. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, 
www.marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver’s musical revue spoofs pop 
culture with extravagant costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
$25-$130, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, 
S.F., 421-4222, www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

The Book of Liz: The Custom Made Theatre Co. presents a comic 
play written by those famous siblings from America’s First Fam- 
ily of Wackiness, David and Amy Sedaris. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 
p.m.; Saturdays, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through 
Aug. 11, $20-$35, custommade.org. Gough Street Playhouse, 
1620 Gough, S.F., www.custommade.org. 

Can You Dig It? The ‘60s - Back Down East 14th: 90-minute 
autobiographical solo show by Don Reed. Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Aug. 18, $15-$50, 
themarsh.org. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Chance: A Musical Play About Love, Risk, and Getting It Right: 
New Musical Theater of San Francisco presents afresh LGBT play 
featuring words and music by Richard Isen (inspired by quotes 
from Oscar Wilde). Robert Kalfin directs. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
July 28, $40-$60, chancethemusical.com. Alcove Theater, 414 
Mason, S.F., www.thealcovetheater.com. 

Dr. Zebrovski’s Hour of Power: Beatrice L. Thomas directs an 
outlandish variety show featuring dance, drag, performance 
art, music, and more starring Kevin Seaman, Baruch Porras- 
Hernandez, Ben McCoy, Nahid Elgadi, and Rotimi Agbabiaka. 
July 26-28, 8 p.m., $15-$25. CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission, S.F., 
626-2060, www.counterpulse.org. 

Factory Parts 2013: Nine separate showcases of theatrical works- 
in-progress by (in alphabetical order) ACME Performance 
Project, The Affinity Group, Arc/hive, DICE Theater, foolsFURY, 
Kim Harmon, Max & Antoinette, Ragged Wing, Rapid Descent, 
and Stable Cable. Through July 27, 8 p.m., $15 per performance, 
foolsfury.org. NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, S.F.,621-0507, www. 
theatreofyugen.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of songs and 
sketches that take a humorous look at the current food 
scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 453-3040, www. 
sheltontheater.com. 

Hedwig and the Angry Inch: The comical and rocking LGBT 
musical favorite. Wednesdays-Saturdays, $15-$39. Boxcar Play- 
house, 505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Keith Moon: The Real Me: Mick Berry’s one-man show portray- 





ing the wild life of The Who’s legendary kit-trashing, TV- 
smashing drummer. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 
7 p.m. Continues through Aug. 4, $40, keithmoontherealme. 
com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www. 
theeurekatheatre.com. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance artists, 
and others take the stage at this regular staging of works in 
progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Pitch Perfect: World premiere of a new comedy — set in the 
laff-a-minit world of advertising — from the Central Works 
Writers Workshop. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 5 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 18, $15-$28, centralworks.org. 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, 
www.berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational theater. 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Sex and the City: Live!: A drag rendition of the HBO series Sex and 
the City. Wednesdays, 7 & 9 p.m., $20-$25, trannyshack.com. 
1772 Market Street, 1772 Market St., S.F., 371-9705, https:// 
www.facebook.com/1760MarketStreet. 

S.F. Theater Pub: Pint Sized Plays IV: Neil Higgins produces a 
series of eight “beer-themed” short plays by Stuart Bousel, 
Megan Cohen, Peter Hsieh, Sang Kim, Carl Lucania, Dan Ng, Kirk 
Shimano, and Christian Simonsen. Mon., July 29, 8 p.m.; Tue., 
July 30, 8 p.m., free/donation, sftheaterpub.wordpress.com. 
Cafe Royale, 800 Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.caferoyale-sf.com. 

So You Can Hear Me: Solo show by Safiya Martinez based on her 
experiences teaching in a South Bronx public school. Fridays, 
8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Aug. 24, $15-$50. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Solo Sundays: Boldness Be My Friend: Featuring solo perfor- 
mances by Steve Budd, Rebecca Fisher, Jean Gregory, and 
Maura Halloran. Sun., July 28, 7 p.m., $12. Stage Werx 446, 
446 Valencia St, S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Steve Seabrook: Better Than You: Asatirically comedic one-man 
show with a self-help theme, written and performed by Kurt 
Bodden. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 24, $15-$50. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia 
St., S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Sweet Bird of Youth: Jennifer Welch directs this revival of the 
1959 Tennessee Williams drama. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 24, $24-$38. Tides Theatre, 533 
Sutter St., S.F., 399-1322, www.tidestheatre.org. 

This Is How It Goes: Neil LaBute’s racially explosive drama, 
directed by Tom Ross. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sun- 
days, 2&7 p.m. Continues through July 28, $35-$50. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, 
www.auroratheatre.org. 

Tinsel Tarts in a Hot Coma: The Next Cockettes Musical: Revival 
of the 1971 drag musical extravaganza. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through July 27, $30-$35. The Hypnodrome, 
575 10th St., S.F., 377-4202, www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Twilight Zone Live: Season X: Evena cursed supernatural fate canbe 
fun when local talents turn Rod Serling’s twisty black-and-white 
TV show into colorful stage productions. Fridays, Saturdays. 
Continues through July 27, $20, tz10.eventbrite.com. Dark Room 
Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Wunderworld: What would happen if anow-octogenarian Alice 
went back down the rabbit hole? This wordless kids’ pantomime 
and “human cartoon” featuring the famed characters created 
by Lewis Carroll imagines one such adventure. Saturdays, 11 
a.m. &2p.m.; Sundays, 2 & 5 p.m. Continues through Aug. 11, 
$10-$15, wunderworld.net. Children’s Creativity Museum, 221 
Ath St., S.F., 820-3320, www.creativity.org. 
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STILL AN INCONVENIENT 


TRUTH 


Most of us rarely venture out of cellphone 
range. Our idea of a nature walk is Golden 
Gate Park, and our idea of a far-flung ad- 
venture is New York City. We wouldn’t 
last a minute in the places that Craig Childs 
goes. A regular contributor to NPR’s 
Morning Edition, and recent author of 
Apocalyptic Planet: Field Guide to the Ever- 
ending Earth, Childs has made a career out 
of exploring the planet’s extremes. He 


travels to genetic wastelands, barren des- 
erts, and regions coated in ice to search for 
clues about life in such conditions. Childs 
holds a particular fascination with life 
forms that thrive in these areas, and sees 
their survival as a harbinger of our future 
on Earth if we don’t solve our climate 
change problem. While his warnings 
about the future planet can be alarming, 
Childs’ stories alternate between scientific 
exploration, environmental wake-up call, 
and good old-fashioned campfire tales. 
Craig Childs’ Apocalyptic Planet starts 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Marines Memorial The- 
ater, 609 Sutter St., S.F. Admission is $15; 


call 673-6672 or visit MarineClub.com. 
DEVIN HOLT 
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Wherever you're going this 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
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M-F 7:30AM-6PM SAT 8:30AM-5PM 
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Guided 
Missiles 


It’s painful to watch 
your guru fall apart. 


BY LILY JANIAK 


n How to Make Your Bitterness Work for 
You, now at Stage Werx, Kent Under- 
wood (Fred Raker) is the kind of self- 
help expert who’s most interested in 
helping himself. Sure, he’s ostensibly 
giving a self-help seminar on his “patent- 
pending, five-step bitterness program” to us, 
but he’s much more interested in his cell than 
he is in his audience. His book, which shares 
a title with the solo show, has been rejected 
by publishers 86 times, and the jumble of 
mantras, steps, anecdotes, and PowerPoint 
slides that make up his shtick is less a cohe- 
sive lesson than an attempt to rationalize re- 
jections both sexual and literary as they 
bombard him via text message, which he 
constantly interrupts his seminar to read and 
respond to, an initially funny if ultimately re- 
petitive and clunky device. 

If the narrative of the show is predictable 
— so much bad luck befalls Kent so fast that a 
deus ex machina becomes the only way out 
of the play — Raker, who also wrote the 
show, has so mastered his caricature of a 
guru that simply attempting to follow his 
disorganized lesson is pleasure enough. 
Raker has clearly studied self-help literature 
and its penchant for slogans meant to be 
catchy and all-encompassing but that turn 
out awkward and facile. The show offers a 
never-ending supply of these morsels, and 
each new one tops the last: “Don’t ignore 
your bitterness; explore your bitterness”; 
“Our bitter feelings have feelings.” 

Raker’s delivery shows equally dedicated 
study. Under the direction of Kimberly Rich- 
ards, he inserts faux-dramatic pauses only ev- 
ery few words or so, emphasizing points with 
too-sharp hand gestures the way you might if 
all you knew about public speaking was 


Would you buy wisdom from this man? 
Fred Raker in Bitterness. 





learned from a two-minute how-to video. 

At the slightest snag, this facade of prac- 
ticed calm melts away, and he starts to looka 
lot like Woody Allen. “I’m just still bugged by 
that slide,” he says, minutes after one is 
botched. Later, at another provocation, he 
weeps softly in the corner while his projector 
displays, “Please Stand By.” Kent might still 
be bitter that his brother’s bar mitzvah was 
catered and his wasn’t, but he’s at least made 
his bitterness work for his audience. 


Cc hance: A Musical Play about Love, 
Risk, and Getting It Right, now ina 
New Musical Theater of San Fran- 
cisco world premiere under the direction of 
Robert Kalfin, is also centered on a psycholo- 
gist — real, not armchair — who is less obser- 
vant than he realizes and sees himself 
especially poorly. But unlike Kent Under- 
wood, Gregory (Richard Hefner) is presented 
as earnestly as possible; unfortunately, Rich- 
ard Isen’s script doesn’t have the substance to 
make all that heart look anything but sad. 

At rise, Gregory is visited by The Lady 
(Randy Roberts), a drag queen and a “spirit 
guide,” Carl Jung’s term for a pesky imagi- 
nary friend, who serves three purposes: to 
wear costume designer Corrine H. DiTullio’s 
divinely sequined gown; to be the plot device 
that pushes the reticent Gregory out of the 
house and into the arms of Chance (Ken 
Lear), a much younger gigolo with a fondness 
for spewing self-righteous class rage; and to 
spout lines from old movies starring Bette 
Davis, Katharine Hepburn, and the like. (As if 
one set of famous witticisms weren’t enough, 
the script also interpolates Oscar Wilde 





Jean-Claude Vorgeack 


Richard Hefner (right) and Ken Lear deal 
with feelings, AIDS, and imaginary drag 
queens in Chance. 


quotes, which are spoken by music director 
Tammy Hall.) 

Chance and Gregory are both the kind of 
testy, insecure people who take turns refus- 
ing to talk, walking off in huffs, and then 
crawling back to apologize — a flimsy seesaw 
for more than two hours of material. Isen 
throws AIDS into the mix, but it feels like a 
contrived attempt to make the show be 
“about” something, while only further 
stretching its running time. He fares little 
better writing dialogue. The cast can’t do 
much with duds like, “Love always costs you 
something,” or with songs that repeat what 
just transpired in a scene, particularly when 
an awkward and shallow stage gives them lit- 
tle room to move. 

It’s a good thing these two shows don’t 
paint an accurate picture of mental health 
professionals (and amateurs). If they did, 
we'd all be better off getting our therapy 
from theater. 


How to Make Your Bitterness Work for You 
Through Aug. 27 at Stage Werx, 

446 Valencia St., S.F. $15; www. 
brownpapertickets.com/event/396031. 


Chance: A Musical Play about Love, 
Risk, and Getting It Right 

Through July 28 at the Alcove Theatre, 
414 Mason St., 5th FI., S.F.$40-$60; 
992-8168 or thealcovetheater.com. 
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v Film 





Plimpton! Starring George 
Plimpton as Himself 


Not Rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie. 


collector of experi- 
ences,” as one TV news- 
caster put it, George 
Plimpton was the par- 
ticipatory journalist par 
excellence — where excellence includes fre- 
quent, eloquent public failure. As Tom Bean 
and Luke Poling’s posthumous documen- 
tary reminds us, the only thing better than 
seeing Plimpton step in as the amusingly 
unqualified Detroit Lions quarterback or 
Boston Bruins goalie or what-have-you was 
later reading his literary findings on the 
matter. His great way with stunty bon-vi- 
vant showmanship made WASP privilege 
seem almost subversive. Like light-heavy- 
weight knockout king Archie Moore, who 
went a few rounds with Plimpton in 1959, 
Bean and Poling’s movie has a touchingly 
sportsmanlike way of pulling its punches. 
(George did get a bloody nose in that fight, 
but after the sparring it was all smiles.) 
Some retrospective psychologizing from 
fellow literary luminaries suggests Plimp- 
ton was perpetually making up for his Ex- 
eter expulsion (no worries; Harvard took 
him anyway) or yearning for fatherly ap- 
proval, be it from his own dad or from Papa 
Hemingway. Mostly we’re reminded that 
professional amateur Plimpton, a fellow of 
such close proximity to the Kennedys that 
he helped pry the gun from Sirhan Sirhan’s 
hand, was at least Renaissance Man enough 
to hold simultaneous posts at Sports Illus- 
trated and The Paris Review. The latter, 
which he co-founded, was of course his dar- 
ling, evidently more so than his first wife, 
who’s on hand here to rein in any hero-wor- 
ship, and maybe even more than the kids, 
who remember him fondly but also remem- 
ber being kept awake by wee-hours writers’ 
soirees. Well, those did seem like some great 








parties. As an editor, he launched impres- 
sive careers; as a dabbler, he illuminated 
them, gamely surveying those highly skilled 
communal rituals in which, as he shrewdly 
observed, “the outsider did not belong, and 
there was comfort in that being proved.” 
JONATHAN KIEFER 


Computer Chess 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza. 
ndrew Bujalski’s thought- 
provoking Computer Chess is 
a throwback to an era when 
computers were still abstract 
to the general public, bulky 
beige machines with mysterious and possi- 
bly sinister applications. Shot on a 1969-vin- 


George Plimpton: A portrait of the artist as 
a pretty bad football player. 


tage video camera with mostly non-actors, 
the picture follows a group of people circa 
1980 at a hotel hosting both a computer 
chess tournament and a touchy-feely cou- 
ples’ retreat. The two worlds intersect, 
never quite comfortably, unaware that one 
subculture will flourish in the coming de- 
cade (the programmers) while the other is 
already fading away (the swingers). The 
closest thing in Computer Chess to star 
power is Wiley Wiggins, the nominal lead of 
Richard Linklater’s Dazed and Confused and 
Waking Life, and the inexperience of the rest 


of the actors playing the programmers gives 
them an appropriately stilted quality, remi- 
niscent of the awkwardness of their real-life 
counterparts. Computer Chess may also be 
the most subtle found-footage horror movie 
ever, with bursts of surrealism (kitties!) and 
a profound sense of dread about the seem- 
ingly inevitable rise of artificial intelligence 
— and, potentially, computers gaining souls. 
We know things didn’t quite play out like 
that, and director Bujalski knows it, but the 
characters don’t, and Computer Chess taps 
into a once-potent anxiety that now feels ev- 
ery bit as quaint as a 40-column monitor. 
SHERILYN CONNELLY 


Japan Film Festival 
(July 27-Aug. 4) 

ovies have always been a big 
part of the annual J-POP 
Summit Festival, so it’s only 
appropriate that this year’s 
event includes the launch of 
J-POP’s first Japan Film Festival. Running 
for a week at the New People Cinema, high- 
lights include 2012’s animated Evangelion 
3.0: You Can (Not) Redo, the third in the four- 
film reboot of the 1990s Neon Genesis Evan- 
gelion TV series. The picture is required 
viewing for anyone who thinks that Pacific 
Rim’s “big robots battle big monsters” prem- 
ise was something new under the sun 
(which is nothing against the very entertain- 
ing Pacific Rim, but it often felt like a live-ac- 
tion remake of the Evangelion films). 
Evangelion 3.0 is more mythos-oriented and 
offers less robots-versus-monsters mayhem 
than the first two, but still offers plenty of 
animated eye candy even for the uninitiated. 
If you’re in more of a live-action sci-fi mood, 
check out 2010’s Space Battleship Yamato; 
this long-awaited adaptation of the ground- 
breaking 1970s anime series — familiar to 
some Americans via a poorly edited version 
called Star Blazers — knocked Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows (Part 1) off the top 
of the Japanese box office, but never got a 
proper release on these shores. It’s an ap- 
propriate way to kick off this long-overdue 
festival. SHERILYN CONNELLY 








Preparing for 
This Very Moment 


The neurotic guy from 
Girls directed amovie 
about a director doing 
Q&AS, for which he’s 

coming to S.F. to have 


a Q&A. 


maker, played by Karpovsky, goes on the 

road to promote his film. This involves 
variously peculiar audience Q&A’s, one of 
which yields a highly awkward traveling 
companionship; another, near the movie’s 
end, when Karpovsky’s character’s personal 
life has almost completely melted down, 
leaves him rumpled and rambling to a class- 
room full of impassive college students 


: n Alex Karpovsky’s Red Flag, a film- 


about how we’re all doomed to repeat our 
mistakes. Karpovsky’s vision of the peripa- 
tetic filmmaker’s life is hilariously bleak. So 
is he thrilled to be a special guest at this 
year’s San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, 
where Red Flag will be shown along witha 
commemorative clip reel of his other work? 

“Absolutely,” Karpovsky says on the 
phone from New York, where he’s shooting 
new episodes of Lena Dunham’s Girls, re- 
suming the acerbic supporting role for 
which he’s best known. “I’m really excited 
to be coming out there with the movie. I 
love audience Q&As.” Red Flagis one of the 
two films Karpovsky wrote, directed, pro- 
duced, and starred in last year. (The other, 
Rubberneck, is a thriller, not a comedy, but 
also bleak.) He seems to be having a mo- 
ment, taking full command of his career. 

“When I was growing up I wanted to be 
a scientist,” Karpovsky says. “My dad isa 


scientist. I thought it was going to bea 
comfortable life. And I went to grad school 
in England at Oxford. There was an envi- 
ronment there where it’s really easy to act 
and perform. Any old schmuck could give it 
a go. And I was one such schmuck.” 

Karpovsky is Jewish, but “it’s not some- 
thing that I think too much about,” on ac- 
count of his Russian immigrant parents 
mostly having left their traditions behind. 
“T know I look very Jewish, and often when 
I’m cast it’s because I look very Jewish. I 
don’t have a problem with it, but it’s hard 
not to notice.” Certainly that was true for 
his role in the new Coen brothers film, In- 
side Llewyn Davis, during whose produc- 
tion Karpovsky, a lifelong Coens fan, had to 
work very hard to focus on his character, 
“not the 30 years of worship.” 

Karpovsky has said that as a young man 
he wanted to be the next Andy Kaufman. 


Since getting into movies and TV, others 
have suggested he might be the next Woody 
Allen. Is that a demotion, or a lucky break? 

“1’m not choosing the clips,” Karpovsky 
says of the festival’s planned retrospective, 
which will likely pull from his own films, 
Girls, and Dunham’s movie Tiny Furniture. 
“T don’t know what the criteria are. I’m in- 
terested to find out. Asa man who’s always 
drifting in and out of existential crisis, and 
not really knowing who he is, it will be nice 
to see what clips other people think are de- 
fining. As a narcissist, I’m really flattered 
that people ask me to share all my movies 
with them. I like talking to people about 
my work. I like talking about myself.” 

A Spotlight on Alex Karpovsky is July 
27 at 7:15 p.m. at the Castro Theatre as part 
of the San Francisco Jewish Film Festival 
(July 25-Aug. 12). Tickets are $11-$30. Call 
621-0556 or visit sfjff.org. JONATHAN KIEFER 








INCENDIARY. 


BY FAR THOMAS VINTERBERG’S MOST 


ACCOMPLISHED WORK YET. 
MADS MIKKELSEN IS RIVETING’ 3" 


-Betsy Sharkey, Los Angeles Times 


tek KK 


MIKKELSEN IS UNFORGETTABLE” 
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For our complete film listings, visit 
SFWeekly.com/movies. 
+ = We recommend it. 


Fairy is one of those films in which not much 
“happens,” in this case save for these two young 
characters’ competing yet oddly complementary 
attempts to seem worldly-wise. While obviously 
sensitive to their yearning for experience and for 
connection, Silva doesn’t overstate anything. 
(Detractors may decide that he understates 
everything.) The movie casts its spell subtly — 


Blackfish Poor James Earl Jones. He pops up in 





the abundant archival footage used in Gabriela 
Cowperthwaite’s documentary, whichlooks at the 
mistreatment of killer whales at Sea World and 
subsequent cover-ups when they attack humans. 
Jones is seen on screens cheerfully welcoming 
visitors to Sea World’s “Shamu Show” in the early 
90s, surely unaware of the atrocious treatment of 
the whales he’s introducing. Keeping killer whales 
in captivity is revealed to be a bad idea on every 
level, and former trainers reveal how little training 
they themselves received before getting in the 
water with the ginormous creatures that have 
good reason to be grumpy about their lot in life. 
Blackfish is engrossing but suitably depressing, 
with no shortage of footage of humans being 
inhumane to whales, and the whales doing 
plenty of damage in return, for reasons that 
the parks inevitably pin on human error, if they 
acknowledge itat all. (When a ponytailed trainer 
gets pulled into the water and killed, aSea World 
executive blames it on the ponytail.) Blackfish is 
also a prime example of crowdsourcing, with a 
handful of Flickr and YouTube accounts mined 
for footage; it’s probably only a matter of time 
before Sea World bans cameras. (S.C.) 


The Hunt Oh, kids. You can’t believe everything 


they say, but when they imply that they’ve been 
touched in an inappropriate manner, you have to 
believe them — even if that implication comes 
after a psychologist asks them leading questions, 
and they later admit that they were making it up. 
That’s the impossible bind that nursery-school 
worker Lucas (Mads Mikkelsen) finds himself in 
in Thomas Vintenberg’s autumnally chilly The 
Hunt, as his community readily believes the false 
claims of 5-year-old Klara (Annika Wedderkopp) 
and ostracizes Lucas accordingly. It’s essentially 
a modern reworking of Lillian Hellman’s The 
Children’s Hour, updating the once-shocking 
accusation of lesbianism with one of the few 
taboos still on the books. 7he Hunt weighs the 
absolute necessity to protect children from 
predators against the unfortunate tendency of 
humans to form angry mobs opposing those 
predators, even ifthe preying never actually hap- 
pened. Mikkelsen deservedly won Best Actor at 
Cannes for his portrayal of the persecuted Lucas, 
and it’s given an extra dimension by the fact that 
he has an inherently sinister look — there’s a 
reason Mikkelsen is currently playing Hannibal 
Lecter on television — while young Wedderkopp 
creates a surprisingly sympathetic portrait of 
the unmolested child who has no idea why the 
grownups are making such a big fuss over her 
simple lie. (S.C.) 


Crystal Fairy In this drug-addled dramedy, Michael 


Cera stars as a young entitled American jackass 
on a psychoactive cactus pilgrimage in the 
Chilean desert. Join him. No, seriously, do. 
Conceptually, Sebastian Silva’s scruffy little 
road movie sounds marginally insufferable, 
but that’s all the more reason for the relief and 
delight of discovering how nimbly dramatized 
and confidently directed it actually is. While 
eagerly en route to presumed transcendence, 
Cera’s character and his Chilean pals, played 
relaxedly by Silva brothers Juan Andrés, José 
Miguel, and Agustin, take a young woman into 
their midst, the vaguely imperious free spirit 
from whose name the movie takes its title. She’s 
note-perfectly played by Gaby Hoffmann, as an 
often-naked neo-hippie whose fixations include 
karmic cleansing and “good-energy pebbles” 
and, this taking place pre-2012, the impending 
Mayan End Times. Within the given context, 
Hoffmann seems like Cera’s perfect foil; Crystal 


even the much-anticipated trip mostly does 
away with drug-romp cliches, opting instead 
for easygoing restraint. (J.K.) 





FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. To submit 
a listing (at least 10 days before issue date), e-mail 
film@sfweekly.com. 


Aquarium of the Bay. Chasing /ce: The Big Green Bus 
has driven all the way from Dartmouth College 
to share this environmental documentary that 
employs time-lapse video to illustrate the decline 
of Arctic ice due to global warming. Sun., July 
28, 6 p.m. $15 (includes Aquarium admission). 
thebiggreenbus.org. Embarcadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 623-5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 

Bottle Cap. Dinner and a Movie: Weekly screenings 
in the Bottle Cap dining room. Sundays, 7 p.m. 
1707 Powell, San Francisco, 529-2237, www. 
bottlecapsf.com. 

Clay Theatre. Before Midnight: Daily. Born to Royalty: 
How strongly has baby mania gripped Britain? 
For answers, look no further than this feature- 
length BBC Films documentary about the history 
of Royal babies born in modern times — includ- 
ing, of course, the offspring of Kate and William. 
Wed., July 24, 7 p.m. $12.50. Samurai Cop: If the 
’80s taught us anything, it was that everyone in 
the ’80s wanted to be either a ninja or a samurai. 
Thus we got this 1989 cinematic superbomb, in 
which Matt “Big Face, Bigger Hair” Hannon stars 
asacop who’s also trained in the ancient ways of 
the Japanese warrior clan. Criminals, no matter 
how mighty their mullets, meet their match in this 
martial arts flick guaranteed to break your funny 
bone. Fri., July 26, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show: The Bawdy Caste performs 
onstage while the film plays in the background. 
Last Saturday of every month, midnight. $9-$10. 
2261 Fillmore St., San Francisco, 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/Market/SanFrancisco/ 
SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Quarantine: 
Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Mike Spiegelman, and 
Maura Sipila venture past the police lines to 
investigate the mysterious and gory goings-on in 
this Hollywood remake of the Spanish horror hit 
[REC]. Sun., July 28, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Davies Symphony Hall. S.F. Symphony: The Matrix 
Live: Screening of the 1999 sci-fi film with live 
score conducted by composer Don Davis. Sat., 
July 27, 7:30 p.m. $25-$80. S.F. Symphony: 
Disney in Concert - Magical Music from the 
Movies: Symphonic performances of songs from 
Aladdin, Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, The 
Little Mermaid, Mary Poppins, and others. Sun., 
July 28, 2 p.m. $25-$80. Battleship Potemkin: 
Screening of Sergei Eisenstein’s famous 1925 
silent film with live organ score performed by 
Cameron Carpenter. Sun., July 28, 7:30 p.m. 
$15-$60. 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, 
www.sfsymphony.org. 

Duboce Park. /nvasion of the Body Snatchers: Donald 
Sutherland, Brooke Adams, a young Jeff Gold- 
blum, and Leonard Nimoy’s turtleneck star in this 
San Francisco-set 1978 update of the paranoid 
sci-fi classic. Trust no one. Sat., July 27, 8:30 
p.m. Free. friendsofdubocepark.org. Duboce & 
Steiner streets, San Francisco, 831-2700, www. 
dubocepark.com. 

Multiple Bay Area Locations. FilmWorks United 
2013: LaborFest’s cinematic festival-within- 
a-festival features four weeks of unflinch- 
ing documentaries about laborers’ struggles 
across the globe. Through July 29. laborfest. 
net/2013/2013Films.htm. 33rd San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival: Life Through a Jew(ish) 
Lens: See sfjff.org for showtimes, tickets, and 
information. July 25-Aug. 12. sfjff.org. San 
Francisco, N/A. 

New People. 2013 Japan Film Festival of San 
Francisco: As part of the J-Pop Summit Festival, 


the JFF presents a cross-section of contempo- 
rary cinema from Japan, including local and 
national premiere screenings of new anime 
action flicks, live-action manga adaptations, 
dramas, documentaries, and more for the dis- 
criminating Japanese cinephile. July 27-Aug. 
4. Tickets are $13 per film. jffsf.org. 1746 Post 
(at Webster), San Francisco, 525-8630, www. 
newpeopleworld.com. 


NIMBY. 19th Annual Brainwash Drive-In/Bike-In/ 


Walk-In Festival: The Bay Area’s original park- 
ing lot film fest returns for four nights of short 
underground videos that we guarantee you won't 
see at the local multiplex. As an added bonus, 
this year’s festival is dedicated to the memory of 
late documentary filmmaker Les Blank. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through July 27. $10 
per night (or $35 for four-night festival pass). 
brainwashm.com. 8410 Amelia, Oakland, 510- 
633-0506, www.nimbyspace.org. 


Ninth Street Independent Film Center. 2013 Tiny 


Dance Film Festival: No, it has nothing to do with 
Elton John. The TDFF is actually Detour Dance 
company’s two-night inaugural celebration of 
short, filmed dance performances planned and 
executed especially for the screen. Each night 
includes 10 separate films by dancers from the 
USA, Taiwan, Scotland, Spain, and Canada. 
July 26-27, 8 p.m. $10-$25. 145 Ninth St., San 
Francisco, 503-1972, www.ninthstreet.org. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Deceptive Practice: The Mys- 


teries and Mentors of Ricky Jay: Documentary 
about the cult actor, carny sideshow aficionado, 
and old-style prestidigitator. Daily. Stil! Mine: 
Longtime character actor James Cromwell (L.A. 
Confidential) scores his first starring role in this 
mature love story. Daily. Crystal Fairy: Through 
July 25. Frances Ha: A new indie comedy from the 
director of The Squidand the Whale. Daily. The Hunt: 
Mads Mikkelsen (Casino Royale, Flame and Citron, 
TV’s Hannibal) stars in this intense Danish drama 
where false accusations lead to a hysterical witch 
hunt. Starting July 26. Daily. Computer Chess: Set 
in 1982, this nostalgic comedy features geeky 
young Bill Gates wannabes who compete to cre- 
ate the ultimate computer chess program, thus 
enabling them to win the big tech-conference 
chess tournament and — they hope — the heart 
of the only available girl in their midst. July 
26-Aug. 1. 601 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Pacific Film Archive. Castles in the Sky: Masterful 


Anime from Studio Ghibli: Retrospective of 
films from one of Japan’s most heralded anima- 
tion studios, including cherished titles like My 
Neighbor Totoro, Howl’s Moving Castle, Princess 
Mononoke, Spirited Away, Nausicad of the Valley 
of the Wind, the recent From Up on Poppy Hill, 
and others. Sundays. Continues through Aug. 
25. $5.50-$9.50. bampfa.berkeley.edu. 2575 
Bancroft (at Bowditch), Berkeley, 510-642-1124, 
www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 


Roxie Theater. Big Star: Nothing Can Hurt Me: Docu- 


mentary about the cult power-pop band, co- 
presented by Noise Pop. Through July 25.A Band 
Called Death: Documentary about early 1970s 
band Death, an all-black Detroit proto-punk 
group whose pioneering legacy was mostly 
forgotten until an ages-old demo recording was 
rediscovered in the 21st century. Through July 25. 
An Oversimplification of Her Beauty: Live action, 
animation, and music by Flying Lotus combine in 
this debut film from director Terence Nance and 
executive producers Jay-Z, Dream Hampton, and 
Wyatt Cenac. Through July 25. This Must Be the 
Place: Post-Punk Tribes 1983-1990: Three days 
of short films, music documentaries, and feature- 
length movies that encompass the weirdness 
and wildness of 1980s subculture. Films include 
performances and/or appearances by such iconic 
names as Einstiirzende Neubauten, Minor Threat, 
The Residents, Depeche Mode, Psychic TV, Lydia 
Lunch, Social Distortion, and dozens more. July 
26-28. $15 per program. Plimpton’: July 26-Aug. 
1. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, www. 
roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Viola: Argentinean 


director Matias Pifieiro recasts Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night as amodern romance set in Buenos 
Aires. Thu., July 25, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., July 27, 7:30 
p.m.; Sun., July 28, 2 p.m. $8-$10. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY OF FRIDA KAHLG 
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Maya Gonzalez 
Marta Rodriguez 
Carlos Villez 
and many, many more... 


OPEN MIC NIGHT || SUNDAY BRUNCH 
TRIVIA NIGHT | BOTTOMLESS 
THURSDAYS 8PM || $14 MIMOSAS 


1541 CLEMENT ST. @17TH| 415.683.5946 
WWW.CHOMPANDSWIG.COM 


BIG 


Sa LANTERN 


ONE OF THE BEST CHINESE 
RESTAURANTS IN SF 


AUTHENTIC CHINESE 
CUISINE ANP BIM SUM 


SUN-THURS 
11AM-11PM 


FRI-SAT 
11AM-MIDNIGHT 


415-863-8100 3170 16TH ST. 


WWW.BIGLANTERN.COM (BETWEEN VALENCIA & GUERRERO) 


Ea ALEGRE 


415.255.8201 « 546 VALENCIA ST. 














Belly Up to the One Percent 


Saison’s lounge menu offers the most expensive 
bar bites you may ever eat. 
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BY ANNA ROTH 


here’s no getting around it: 
Saison is expensive. At $248 
($396 with wine pairings), the 
mandatory tasting menu in the 
18-seat dining room is the prici- 
est in the city. Even at the bar, pretentiously 
called “the salon,” items on the new a lacarte 
menu run from $28 to $88 for little more than 
bites. Saison’s high prices have been the sub- 
ject of much criticism in the six months the 
restaurant has been open in its new SoMa 
digs, and Executive Chef Joshua Skenes has 
taken to both Twitter and the San Francisco 
Chronicle to defend them, citing the high cost 
of premium ingredients and labor necessary 
to make his exquisitely plated dishes (the res- 
taurant employs a farmer, forager, and a fish- 
erman to source just the right ingredients). I 
don’t doubt his veracity, but the fact remains 
that a meal at Saison will set you back a sig- 
nificant amount of money. 

Whether it is worth the money is another 
question entirely, and the answer will likely 
depend on your income bracket. Skenes is a 
talented chef who has assembled a deep 
bench to support him, including sommelier 
Mark Bright and pastry chef Shawn Gawle. I 
was excited when they announced the salon 
menu, giving those of us who don’t have 
much expendable income a chance to sample 
what’s going on in the kitchen. What I found 
was a parade of gorgeously executed dishes 
that inspired the same feeling I have for a Ba- 
roque landscape or a John Williams score: I 
respect and admire the skill and technique 
behind them, but they often leave me utterly 
unaffected. 

Though it has been billed as Saison’s more 
laid-back counterpart, the salon at Saison 
feels about as casual as a cravat. It has 14 seats 
spread along the bar and tables, most facing 
away from the open kitchen, the dining 





Alex Leber 


Saison’s modern plating, as seen in the 
wild rice stew with abolone liver and 
coastal sea greens. 


room’s most interesting element, and is not 
the kind of place where you can drop in fora 
quick bite. They say reservations are encour- 
aged, but they seem mandatory — I showed 
up unannounced one night and was told the a 
la carte menu was full, despite a nearly empty 
bar (because the ingredients are sourced so 
painstakingly, Skenes later explained, nightly 
production is necessarily limited). The bar 
menu is coursed like a mini-tasting menu — 
on the occasion that I did make a reservation, 
I was there for two and a half hours working 
my way from appetizer to dessert. 

(As such, the salon menu is both pricey 
and formal, occupying a weird gray area be- 
tween bar bites and the kind of high-end ex- 
perience that Skenes is aiming for in the main 
dining room. Which raises the question of just 
who the salon’s intended audience might be. 
People with a lot of disposable income but an 
affinity for eating at a bar? To me it seems 
made for wealthy SoMa residents or self- 
identified foodies looking for a taste of fine 
dining and the bragging rights that come with 
visiting a well-reviewed, exclusive restaurant 
like this without committing to 18 courses.) 

Skenes has a delicate touch with food and 
his dishes are subtle interplays of flavor and 
texture. One evening brought quivering raw 
scallops, halved and stuffed with a slice of 
perfectly ripe smoked avocado, scallop roe, 
and a sheet of distilled lily about the size of a 
fresh-breath strip. The bite was lovely, with 
the buttery fish and avocado and bitter, flow- 
ery lily, but at $26, I wanted more than lovely. 
I felt the same way about a beautifully 
poached strip of sablefish in a yogurt-curry 
sauce ($38). Its muted spices flirted with the 
palate, but failed to ignite it. A shallow bowl 


Ga _CE_S of toasted grains in a light seaweed broth ae 
($28), with chips of wild mustard greens A. 
Gr aN 7 | F —“ B A. h sticking up like sails, was so understated it PD : , - . 
MODERN THAI CUISINE & COCKTAIL BAR | > R \ \ | ) ) +e | ( ) . 


AE Va a It’s hard to get comfortable on either the ae ; : 
aX ' Ne low-slung leather bar seats or in the dim, > OR i.e Po ogu 


barely registered. 







N high-ceilinged room decorated with curios —_ 7 
. arid lewcratiansenienis |ikea lt aneroon Delicious down to earth Hunan cabla 
> spread in Dwell magazine. Service is obsequi- Spiced to your liking! 
a ous, conducting the business at hand in No MSGI 
hushed, reverential tones. Many menu items UO atl 


require servers to pour sauce over the dish at 
the table, a dramatic flourish that began to 
feel less so after the first few incidents. The 
overall atmosphere feels staid and solemn, 
CLOSE 10 AT@T BALLPARK save for the low, incongruous murmur of the 
WWW.GRANDPUBAHRESTAURANT.COM ; ; 
MON-FRI_LLAM-1 OpmM | SAT-SUN Spw- 1 Opm 80s soundtrack (it proved difficult to con- We deliver to your hotel room www brand ine com 
centrate on an elusive flavor to the beat of pe 
“Me and Julio Down By The Schoolyard”). 
The wood pigeon ($40) was one of the 
: few dishes that elicited the kind of electric 
| | le — . reaction that made me excited to be eating 
. —*, there. The first time, the bird was served with 
| ! I Ul = cherries, the rareness of the meat echoing the 
' ct 4 T ra nt redness of the fruit, and the liver wrapped in 
a cherry leaf had a rich, elegant balance. An- 
other preparation came with macerated 
summer blackberries, dates, and crispy sun- 
chokes stewed in coffee, maple, cognac, and 
barbare spices — nuttiness gave way toa 
complex, spicy flavor that sent my taste buds 


San Francisco Locations: 
217 Columbus Ave AGS 18tirst 
415.788.7527 A252 5D0D 
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jangling. Soft, textbook-perfect Parker House 307 HAYES ST. 
te seh with salted butter were the ideal 415 874-9661 | 10:30am-11pm 
oil ror the sauce. 

In dessert I found the liveliness that I’d 415 9 _ ore a oe ar 
been looking for in the rest of the meal. A ' eco talekae 
popcorn ice cream sundae ($13) came topped 

i Oe a cna ee one with around of gold-dusted chocolate hiding WWW.LERSROS.COM 





bits of caramel corn and strawberries under- 
neath — it was a fun, childlike treat that still 
a felt refined. Same with a swirly, magenta 
Sea ateone blanc mange ($13), which looked like some- 
thing you might get from an ice cream truck 
" ; \( ' | and tasted like the essence of raspberries, and 
contrasted nicely with its base of tart creme 
fraiche custard and Meyer lemon wafer. 

Jobs fe oe S ue I wished the same skill had been applied to 
F PANCISCO S Food the cocktails ($18), which use innovative in- 
and Drink gredients like popcorn syrup, barbecue bit- 


Industry ters, and smoked pineapple, but never quite 2 6 B E E R S 0 N D \ A U G H T 
staffing Solutions ier” § EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 


for Owners and Bright, whose deft touch finds the perfect 


Managers complement to your dish — the Sonoma pinot >» | | ( \ \ DWI C Fa = S§ 


noir he recommended teased out the fruit in _. ee een 
the wood pigeon and made a good dish even )} | L df U N T | L § Pp M 
better, as pairings should but so rarely do. es 

It’s admirable that Skenes and his team 
are trying to make their food more egalitar- 
ian, but it may be that the concept of a bar 
menu at a restaurant like Saison is flawed 
from the start — a tasting menu is like a mara- 
thon, and you can’t dip in for a few miles and 
expect to have the same experience. On both 
visits the bill was in the triple digits and I left 
not quite full, two facts that I had a hard time 
justifying for food that didn’t make me swoon 
or change my perception. Then again, there’s 
no shortage of money in this town. I’ll leave 
the conspicuous consumption to the foodies 
who can afford it. 
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E-mail Anna.Roth@sfweekly.com 





Saison 


178 Townsend, 828-7990. SaisonSF.com. 
Hours: Tue-Sat 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
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PAPALOT 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW.TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 
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Tapping Into 
Film Noir 


BY PETE KANE 


hen you sit at Noir’s communal 
table, the slatted blinds above 
cast a slightly sinister light, as if 
eating risotto were now une liaison dan- 
gereuse. With the Bogie-and-Bacall classic 
Dark Passage playing on the TV, it’s even 
better. 

So went the debut of Blind Tiger Tap 
Room, Hayes Valley’s newest restaurant- 
within-a-lounge. For ambience, Noir’s very 
slightly lurid romance isn’t really found 
anywhere else. And the food puts presenta- 
tion on the same pedestal as atmospherics. 

A plate of Fra’Mani salami (with a pep- 
pery fresh peach sauce, sliced gherkins, 
pickled onions, grainy mustards, and cros- 
tinis) whets the appetite, while the sweet 
corn risotto with basil and Parmesan sits 
beneath a couple of wonderful onion rings 
and delivers full satiation. The meeting- 
house biscuits, three smallish cubes with 
honey butter, were less successful, crumbly 
where they should have been flaky and a 
little too dense in the middle. 

But it’s the beer list that makes a trip to 
Blind Tiger worth it. (It is, primarily, a 
speakeasy.) Twelve-ounce pours of rarities 
like Bison Honey Basil Lager or San Diego’s 
superb Coronado Orange Ave. Wit, stan- 
dards like Anchor Liberty and Green Flash 
IPA and “big beers” (17-25 oz.) like Drakes 
Denogginzer or Ninkasi Triceratops Dou- 
ble IPA all belie a list that’s as painstakingly 
curated as you’ll find anywhere. There are 
also wines on tap and by the glass and an 
intriguing Black Cherry Cider. 

Noir is now a place worth stopping at 
twice in one day, both for the excellent 
Lunchpad pop-up and Blind Tiger by night. 
It’s a kiss in the dark, it is. 





| RECENT OPENINGS | 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


20th Century Cafe: Michelle Polzine’s much-anticipated 
pastry shop, based on cafe culture of midcentury Prague, 
Vienna, and Paris, brings treats like Russian honey cake, 
poppyseed bagels, and surprisingly light potato knishes to 
Hayes Valley. 198 Gough; 20thCenturyCafe.com. 


Café St. Jorge: Andrea de Francisco, the former manager of 


Café Grind, has opened her Portuguese heritage-inspired 
shop in Bernal Heights. The menu brings a selection of 
Portuguese items like bolo de arroz (rice flour muffins) and 
spiced cookies with anise. The coffee is from Stumptown 
and the almond milk is being made in-house. 3438 Mission, 
814-2028; CafeStJorge.com. 

La Movida: This new Mission bar serves wine and beer ex- 
clusively from California, as well as small plates of meats, 
cheeses, salads, flatoreads, and chorizo fritos. It’s also the 
new home of the beloved Pal’s Takeaway, now serving up 





Pete Kane 


Yes, those are onion rings on top of the 
sweet corn risotto. 


Blind Tiger Tap Room 
581 Hayes, 431-6647. 


Welcometothe 
Mead-le Ages 


BY ANNA ROTH 


hey say everything old becomes new 

again. I mostly associate mead with 

medieval times — large halls full of 
burly men hoisting flagons of the stuff as 
they gnaw on haunches of meat and throw 
the bones over their shoulders — but arti- 
sanal honey wine is making a comeback in 
the U.S. (of course). An S.F.-based company 
has just launched a local mead, made with 
honey from the Mendocino forest. The San 
Francisco Mead Company is run by hus- 
band-and-wife team Sarah Jones and Oron 
Benary, who have been making mead in Co- 


five sandwiches a day during weekday lunch hours. 3066 
24th St, 425-2392; LaMovidasf.com or PalsTakeaway.com. 
Mikkeller Bar: The Tenderloin has an exciting new beer bar, 
courtesy of the Mikkeller empire from Denmark. Expect 40 
taps of rare and respected brews, as well as a menu of upscale 
gastropub fare like in-house sausages, charcuterie platters, 
and small plates such as Korean-style wings and fish and 

potato cakes. 34 Mason; MikkellerBar.com. 

Roka Akor: The third U.S. location of London-based Roka 
Akor has found a home in Jackson Square. The robata grill 
will also offer plenty of sushi options, with the fish flown in 
from Japan. Roka Bar downstairs serves cocktails focusing on 
Japanese flavors. 807 Montgomery, 362-8887; RokaAkor.com. 

Waiheke Island Yacht Club: Inspired by the America’s Cup 
and only open from July 4 until Dec. 31, this new pop-up 
is from Tony Stewart, owner of the acclaimed Clooney in 
Auckland. The Pier 29 warehouse-style restaurant features 
beautifully plated prix fixe and a la carte menu items made 
from local ingredients. Pier 29, 1256 Embarcadero, 956-1048; 
WaihekelslandYachtClub.com. 
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lumbus, Ohio, for the past few years and 
have expanded to the Bay Area. 

I’d had mead once before, on a cold, 
windswept island in the North Sea at 
Lindisfarne Abbey, one of the more famous 
meaderies in the world. That was fortified 
with grapes and much sweeter than the ver- 
sion from San Francisco Mead Company, 
which is surprisingly dry, with a hint of car- 
amel, vanilla, oak from aging barrels, and a 
deep woodsy taste from the Mendocino 
honey. All in all, it’s a beverage you'd actually 
want to drink with dinner (Jones recom- 
mends pairing with spicy food) or order ina 
bar in lieu of a dry white wine or cider. 

Mead is one of the oldest alcoholic bever- 
ages on earth, dating back to Biblical times. 
At its simplest, the beverage is made with 
honey, water, and yeast, and then aged 
(these bottles were aged more than a year), 
but Jones and Benary are planning batches 
that will include hops, cider, aging in bour- 
bon barrels, and other fun additions. 

Right now the pair is working on develop- 
ing distribution channels for the bottles, but 
in a few weeks it should be available at places 
like Rainbow Market and Whole Foods. In 
the meantime, you can try it at an open house 
on Saturday, July 27, 5-9 p.m., at Sutton Cel- 
lars in the Dogpatch (601 22nd St.), the cur- 
rent base of operations as they develop their 
own spot. RSVPs are mandatory; visit 
SFMead.com or call 819-4947. 

Now all San Francisco needs is a Beowulf- 


style mead hall. 


Remixing the 
Koulgn-Amann 


BY TAMARA PALMER 


elinda Leong’s kouign-amann, a 
B Breton cake made of layers of butter 

and sugar-slathered pastry dough 
baked up into a delicate celebration of cara- 
melization and custard, had the potential to 
be this city’s version of the cronut. When she 
opened B. Patisserie in February, the kouign- 
amann routinely disappeared in a few hours, 
but she got the amount on lock before huge 
lines had achance to form, so you should 
now be able to find one there for most of the 
day. And you can even find at least two addi- 
tional kouign-related products. 

Leong sometimes sells filled kouign- 
amanns; she started with a giant “bleeding 
heart,” one with cassis, blackberry, pome- 
granate, and raspberries, shortly after open- 
ing for Valentine’s Day. She currently offers 
a blueberry version for summer. 

Perhaps more dangerous is the bag of 
kouign-amann “ends” that are sold at the 
counter. They capture the crispiest and 
most caramelized element of the item, 
which triggers all kinds of pleasure centers 
in the brain. One advantage of these over the 
actual kouign-amann is that the ends main- 
tain their texture longer. But since it’s far too 
easy to take down a whole bunch of them in 
one swoop, you'll probably never know this 
for sure. 

B. Patisserie 
2821 California, 440-1700. 
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TAKE OUT: 1426 Noriega St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


NY COy Le. 


-San Francisco: 


415-558-8375 
watch with us: 


fe HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce so} 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


OPEN DAILY « HAPPY HOUR NOON - 7P.M. 


—————— Visit our website —————— 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


WY @DANNYCOYLES 


2109 Polk 
345-0600 


333 Bush 
421-0700 


508 C 
252-1515 
1737 Haight 
668-5577 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= = AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM 
Hand Made and Fresh * Dumplings * Won Ton 
Over 30 Kinds of Dim Sum » Pot Stickers » Pancakes 4 


NING OF NO@DLES 


—— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


www.kingofchinesedumpling.com 
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That Cutsine 
DINE-IN - TAKE OUT - DELIVERY 
Open TULL tam Everyday! 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 


UNIQUE SUSHI & EXTENSIVE SAKE MENU 
2001 17TH ST. 4808 MISSION ST. | 1GILBERT ST 


EWAN SANS @ PERSIA ST. BIWN BRYANT & BRANNAN 
415.861.8610 415.585.5055 415.958.8778 


WWW.LIVESUSHIBAR.COM 
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Escape From Muni 


BY KATY ST. CLAIR 


not-so-funny thing happened on the 
A: to The Salt House. I was on the 

38 and passing the time with my 
usual crossword when this lady across from 
me starts up a conversation. She was actually 
a male who identifies as female, if you want 
to get technical. She was wearing short 
shorts, a tank top, and false eyelashes. She 
had alittle chihuahua and she was playing 
with it. Her tone was just a few octaves above 
what any sane person might use, so that was 
my first clue. I smiled at her and she started 
to tell me about her dog, how expensive he 
was to care for. I told her that “they pay us 
back though in other ways,” which was the 
only thing I could think to say. 

Her face squinched up. “How you know 
that?” she said rather accusingly. Oh dear. I 
told her I had a dog too, showed her a picture 
of my dachshund/cocker mix, and then made 
the comment that both of our dogs were cute 
and stumpy. She pulled her dog to her 
chest, disgusted, and told me in no 
uncertain terms did she have no 
short-ass muthafucking dog. 
“He’s areindeer chihuahua, 
bitch!” i 
Abh shit. | 

So the next thing that 
happened you mighthave | 
seen outin public yourself 4 
and thought,“Oh my,that Wy 
poor person.” She proceeded ¥ \. 
to tell me everything that was 
wrong with my appearance in 
front of everyone on the bus; I was 
fat, raggedy, stanky, white, stuck up, etc. “I 
wouldn’t even fuck you with my dick!” she 
added, which was pretty deep when you 
think about it. She so hated her male alter- 
ego that she wouldn’t even wish his pecker 
on anyone. 

Did I mention we were stuck in traffic for 
like 10 minutes too? 

When the bus finally got to Second Street 
I fucking jumped off that looney Muni and 
ran to The Salt House as fast as my fat rag- 
gedy ass could take me. HAPPY HOUR said 
the sign out front. “C’mon get happy!” sang 
the Partridge Family through my head. 

I have to say that the Salt House is so chic, 
the clientele so trendy and rich, that it’s not 
exactly the best place to go right after you 
have had your self-esteem pummeled by a 
roguish RuPaul. The bartender didn’t seem 
to notice my fugliness though and before 
long I was back to my old, gorgeous self. 

The Salt House has a popular happy hour 
that starts at the very respectable 2 p.m. The 
bartenders make cute little concoctions (em- 
phasis on little; these are tapas cocktails) that 
nevertheless lead to appetizer plates eventu- 
ally. Prepare to drop some dough in here. It 
has jumped on the poutine bandwagon that 
everyone seems to be into but I just can’t 
bring myself to try. The rest of the offerings, 
both liquid and solid, are pretty garden-vari- 









ety, high-end S.F. indulgences. The main 
draw for me on this night was the fact that it 
was not the 38 bus. 

The Salt House has what I would call 
white-washed brick walls and dramatic diag- 
onal support beams at the front. I always like 
businesses that are not afraid to name them- 
selves after something “unhealthy.” 

We were at the juncture of SoMa and the 
Financial District, so you can probably imag- 
ine what most of the customer base looked 
like. I sat near some men in suits who looked 
like they were only about two or three years 
out of college. Had they felt like they had ar- 
rived? Or were they only getting started? 

Hey, this was a good sign, I had sort of for- 
gotten that I had just been raked over the 
coals. My faith in humanity was slowly being 
restored. 

I remembered a story I heard earlier this 
summer, something I told myself I would 
hold on to and bring up whenever I had my 
doubts about humanity. I was having dinner 
at the house of arretired nurse who was 
friends with my friend Ernestine. She said 
that one night she and her husband were 
driving back from somewhere and they saw a 
horrible accident on the road. No one else 
was around and it had just happened. She 
saw a dead woman in the middle of the road, 
her head turned completely around the 

wrong way. She saw the other car 
but noticed that there was no 
one in it. Her husband went 
to get help, but she went 
immediately into nurse 
mode and climbed 
down the embank- 
ment trying to find the 
¥ other person, all the 
while saying, “Hello, 
are you OK? Help is 
coming. Please hold on, 
help is coming.” She kept 
repeating that and telling the 
person (she hoped) to keep 
breathing, to try to hold on. She never found 
anyone and then the ambulance and police 
came. They began to search and call, so she 
and her husband continued their drive home. 

A few weeks later she was at work, getting 
the ward ready for the evening shift. She 
went from room to room saying, “Lights out 
time, let me know if you need anything...” 

Suddenly she heard a voice say, “Who is 
that!? Who is the woman saying that!2” She 
went into the room and there was a man, 
badly hurt and bandaged. “I will always re- 
member that voice!” 

Yeah, you guessed it, gentle reader, it was 
the man who had been thrown from his car. 
He told her that he wanted to drift off and die 
that night but he kept hearing her soothing 
calls and that kept him alive. 

“Wow, I will always remember that too,” I 
told her. 

Faith in humanity: Restored. 

Oh yeah, and “It’s a reindeer chihuahua, 
bitch!” is my new catchphrase. Feel free to 
borrow it. 

The Salt House 
545 Mission, 543-8900; SaltHouseSF.com. 


E-mail Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
Like “Katy St. Clair’s Bouncer 
column” on Facebook and follow 


her on Twitter @BouncerSF 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 
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Natural American Spirit® is a registered trademark of Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Co. © SFNTC 3 2013 
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2366 MISSION SI. 
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BODYSHOCK 


A night of Belgian New Beat & EBM 


FRED GIANNELLI 
aka THE KOOKY SCIENTIST (ex-Psychic TV) and 
HIGH-FUNCTIONING FLESH (14) 


plus resident DJs 
BLK RAINBOW (LA) & CRACKWHORE 


Afro-Tropi-Electric-Samba-Funk 


am |AFROLICIOUS 


$5 B4_ | with DJs/Hosts 
{0:30FM | PLEASUREMAKER & SENOR 0Z 


and RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 


Elbo Room presents an Album Release Party for 


LA FEMME 


DEADLY VENOMS 
KAT 010, CELSKII, DEEANDROID, 
LADYFINGAZ featuring CMG, 

ALMA THE DREAMER, MISTA B, ANDRE 
Hosted by Z MIAN 


120 MINUTES 


MATRIXXMAN 

00000 (DJ set) 

BANJEE REPORT. with Resident DJs 
S4NTA MUS3RTE & CHAUNCEY CC 
Lasers & Fog by FUTURE WEAPONS 


DUB MISSION 


presents the best in dub, roots reggae & dancehall with 
DJ SEP, LUDICHRIS 
and MIANEESH the TWISTER (Suyra Dub/Kpfa) 


$2 Drink Specials 


pAX og 510] 27.0 a [ oom bd] Ub] S- 


(members of Glitter Wizard, grill Cloth, Disap- 
pearing People, Buffalo Tooth) 

VOID BOYS, SNAKE ISLAND (0maha), 
GRILL CLOTH, DJ DAHMER 

Elbo Room & Elevator Down present 

BEAT CRUSHER TOUR 


DYM, FRACTURED 
CRASHFASTER, TOGETHER WE ARE ROBOTS 
DJs STARR & ROTA 


Elbo Room presents 


FOG DUB 
THE RUDICALS, CARNE CRUDA 


ADVANCED TICKETS: BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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A Smoldering Heist 


Forget watching the throne. El-P ana Killer Mike’s relentless Run the Jewels 


just stole it. 


BY WILL K. BUTLER 


istening to Run the Jewels, I keep 
seeing my 12-year-old self at the 
piano, crying. 

Let me explain. One hundred 
and fifty years ago there was a 
French dude named Charles-Louis Hanon, 
who came up with a leviathan collection of 
painstaking keyboard exercises. In a stroke 
of marketing genius, he called it The Virtu- 
oso Pianist, unwittingly shackling genera- 
tions of bored kids to the piano bench while 
the cool kids got to play outside (it’s okay, 
turns out those kids weren’t my friends any- 
way). In addition to being a special form of 
torture, over the years Hanon’s drills also 
proved to be one of classical music’s most 
paradigmatic and influential teaching tools. 

I’d have made a milquetoast concert pia- 
nist, but some students loved those exercises, 
and thrived on showing them off. Like all 
workouts, Hanon’s are all about repetition. 
Their endless permutations require that you 
stretch your hands, isolate each digit, and 
maintain rhythm and accuracy — in every 
mode, at every tempo, faster every day. Over, 
and over, and over. You never arrive, and you 
can’t really conquer them. For perfectionists, 
this can be a source of insanity, but it forces 
them to find pleasure in constant escalation: 
Skill-shining, one-upping themselves, unsat- 
isfied with just five or 10 or 20 impeccable 
bars, always reaching for more — tormented 
and enjoying it all the while. 

Run the Jewels is what happens when 
two of this type of person — not pianists this 
time, but rappers — get together to make an 
album. These MCs are showy and confident, 
with rhyming skills at their 








and toured exhaustively. Apparently they 
just couldn’t get enough of each other. 

Run The Jewels is an album of dare, dou- 
ble-dare, and double-doggie-dare. The two 
MCs share the exact same amount of play 
time, giving the album the back-and-forth 
suspense of a professional court sport. 
Punchy 8-bar stanzas and long 32-bar 
chronicles grab and stretch your attention as 
they play off one another. Mike “moves with 
the elegance of an African elephant”? Well, 
then EI-P is a “slang pope haranguing the 
land with a man’s flow.” The one-upman- 
ship is subtle but pervasive: Mike claims 
“I’m fat but I dress nice,” and two lines later 
EI-P is getting it on “in his church shoes.” 

Killer Mike’s style can be 


technical peak, and they’ve Ld playful or polemical. He’s the 
been around longenoughtobe EL=P AND MIKE kind of rapper who can spina 
bored with everyone elseinthe HAVESAIDOFTEN yarnand watch his own back 
game. They’ve found a drive to THAT RUN THE at the same time. El-P is more 
keep climbing, keep speeding JEWELS WAS abstract and all over the place. 
up, and never fall off — and it’s He’s the nasty little guy, swell- 
only been reinforced by their SIMPLY THE MOST ing himself up to Mike’s size 
working together. BADASS NAME with graphic brags and stupe- 
We're talking about El-Pand THEY COULD fying tongue twisters. Like a 
Killer Mike, the former a pro- THINK OF. cipher from a phone booth, 
ducer and mainstay in Brook- the two can’t help but inter- 


lyn hip-hop (originally of Company Flow) 
and the latter a longtime soldier of Atlanta 
rap (who you may have heard first on an Out- 
kast record). Both of them rap on the free-to- 
download Run the Jewels, which makes this 
the most cohesive hip-hop team-up in recent 
memory. The two met and started collabo- 
rating only a couple years ago, with EI-P al- 
most always on production. But their 
chemistry has fooled many into thinking that 
they’re old buddies. El-P’s Cancer 4 Cure and 
Mike’s R.A.P. Music were both dynamite re- 
leases of 2012, on which they collaborated 


ject, finishing each other’s sentences; start- 
ing their verses with the same word, 
concept, or rhyme scheme; and then taking it 
toa whole other zone. El-P’s production is as 
jagged and dark as his rhymes, with the sole 
purpose of supporting his and Mike’s rapid- 
fire minds. He’s constantly ratcheting up the 
intensity with arpeggios, over-the-top spo- 
ken word samples, and dance music-influ- 
enced beat drops. 

Like many good rap albums, Run the Jew- 
els pre-empts comparison and criticism, de- 
fending itself deftly. Mike in particular 


4 


The rapper pairing of the year, right here. 


buries disses in his verses, like this careful 
Trinidad James dig: “They all sweet as Little 
Richard, damn, good God al-molly/It make a 
nigga like me go ‘Woo!’ and rob the party.” 
And there’s this even bolder reference to Jay- 
Z and Kanye West: “I rival all of your idols/I 
stand on towers like Eiffel/Niggas will perish 
in Paris/Niggas is nothing but parrots.” 

As for the title, El-P and Mike have said of- 
ten that Run the Jewels was simply the most 
badass name they could think of. Even with 
the LL Cool J reference (from a line in 
“Cheesy Rat Blues”), you could write it off as 
unimportant — but the three-word title does 
conjure thoughts of Watch the Throne. If Run 
the Jewels is comparing itself with Jay and 
Ye’s similarly eponymous group and album, 
though, it’s to mug the more famous rappers. 
Both albums are coups of a sort, but while 
Watch the Throne is mostly gaudy outfits and 
glib navel-gazing, Run the Jewels is a chaotic, 
smoldering heist. To analogize more simply: 
Run the Jewels is to Watch the Throne what 
Dog Day Afternoon is to Ocean’s Eleven. 

EI]-P and Killer Mike know that we'll be 
blinded by flashy, big-budget collaborations 
every summer, and they set out this year to 
show that they can do it better, and for free. 
Just by locking themselves in a room and 
working. Because while the rappers you 
thought you liked were outside playing — 
signing multimillion-dollar deals with Sam- 
sung or projecting their face on random 
buildings — El-P and Killer Mike were in- 
side, practicing. 

El-Pand Killer Mike 


8 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30 and 31, 
at the Independent. $20; theindependentsf.com. 
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“FILLMORE 
NOAH THE WHALE |) - 


IUESDAY 
OCTOBER 1 


MO) DY DY A I 6 DART 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


SON VOLT 


COLONEL FORD 


HURSDAY, AUGUST 1 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 7:30 © $25.00 


THE DIRTY HEADS 


THE EXPENDABLES 


HURSDAY, AUGUST 15 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 


BEST COAST 


BLEACHED 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 23 
DOORS 8/SHOW 9 « $25.00 


PINBACK 


OCTA# GRAPE 


AUGUST 27 & 28 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $30.00 


THE BREEDERS 


TWEENS 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 29 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


GOODIE MOB: 
CEELO GREEN, BIG GIPP, 
KHUJO, & T-MO 


DROP CITY YACHT CLUB 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 30 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


ICONA POP 


K.FLAY ¢ SIRAH 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 © $26.50 


SUPERCHUNK 


MIKAL CRONIN 


ticketmaster.com 


Hw & 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) ¢ SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 
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VESDAY 


T a 
DECEMBER 10 


i> 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $20.00 


ZZ WARD 


THE WILD FEATHERS e JAMES BAY 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $27.00 


MICKEY HART 
BAND 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


AUSTRA 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER II 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $39.50 


MANY RIVERS CROSSED TOUR 


JIMMY CLIFF 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


RA RA RIOT 


CAVEMAN 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $22.50 


IRATION 


THROUGH THE ROOTS 
FORTUNATE YOUTH e MICAH BROWN 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
[DYOLO) RYAN) 5 (OVA YORI 


BEN RECTOR 


TYRONE WELLS 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $49.50 


THE RIDES 


STEPHEN STILLS, 
BARRY GOLDBERG & 
KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD 


EMT Cortes Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 


be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 





Sizzle & Fizzle 


HIGHS AND LOWS FROM 
THE LAST WEEKINS.F. MUSIC. 


SIZZLE 


We couldn’t be cynical about seeing 
Counting Crows at America’s Cup Pavilion. 
Not when the band opened with “Mr. 
Jones,” or when singer Adam Duritz — 
who Is either legit crazy or a total diva — 
obviously gave the show his all. Seeing 
something so 
genuine felt 
equal parts re- 
freshing, reas- 
suring, and 
embarrassing. 


Counting Crows’ 
Adam Duritz strikes 
a pose. 


i Papa is anew 
pop-rock band 
from L.A. that 
had everything 
to prove with a headlining show at Bot- 
tom of the Hill. Each song fired out impec- 
cably, acting as a sort of defense of its 
own relevance. If you weren’t convinced 
by that, you never will be. 


i Local musician Warren Teagarden plans 
to see 30 shows in 30 days this Septem- 
ber. How will he do it? By hanging out a lot 
at smaller venues like Hemlock Tavern, and 
being really, really dedicated. 


FIZZLE 


@ Bad news about Napa’s BottleRock fes- 
tival just keeps coming. Workers have 
complained of not being paid on time, a 
shuttle company is suing the festival for 
underpayment, and now, more vendors 
are accusing organizers of writing bad 
checks. Founders say the issue is a dis- 
pute over terms, but vendors believe the 
organizers overestimated how much 
money they’d make. 


@ We're thrilled that moody 90s rockers 
Mazzy Star are returning with a new al- 
bum in September, their first in 17 years. 
But their reunion just whetted our appe- 
tite for many other excellent, female-led 
outfits from that era, like Lush, Belly, Elas- 
tica, and of course the great Cocteau 
Twins. Thanks to them all for making high 
school almost bearable. 


Mi We were so excited to see the Wall- 
flowers open for Counting Crows at 
America’s Cup Pavilion. But since they 
began at the ungodly hour of 7 p.m., 
when the venue was half full, we didn’t 
see much of them at all. Note to organiz- 
ers: That is way too early to start a show. 


For full versions of the above stories 

and much more about S.F. music, 

check out All Shook Down, our music blog, 
at www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 





: INDEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


WED 7.24/ DOORS 7:30/ $15 
LABOHEMIA PRESENTS 


CHICO TRUJILLO 


CANDELARIA « DJ JULICIO 
FRI 7.26/ DOORS 8:30/ $12 ADV * $14 DOOR 


WEEKEND 


WAX IDOLS ¢ CHASMS 
SAT 7.27/ DOORS 8:30/ $15 


SAINT MOTEL « SWIMM 
SUN 7.28/ DOORS 8:30/ $22 
ANKH MARKETING PRESENTS 


HIATUS KAIYOTE 


THE SESHEN ¢ BELLS ATLAS 
TUE 7.30 & WED 7.31/ DOORS 7:30/ $20 


KILLER MIKE 


DESPOT ¢ KOOL AD 
THU 8.1/ DOORS 8:30/ $15 


ROOTZ UNDERGROUND 
BLUE KING BROWN 


FRI 8.2/ DOORS 8:30/ $25 
SAN FRANPSYCHO PRESENTS 


BEN KWELLER 
BENEFIT CONCERT 
FOR SURF FOR LIFE 


MAHGEETAH ¢ BONNIE AND THE BANG BANG 


SAT 8.3/ DOORS 8:30/ $20 
WITH SPECIAL PERFORMANCES BY 
WORLD AIR GUITAR CHAMPIONS 
HOT LIXX HULAHAN & NORDIC THUNDER 


US AIR GUITAR SEMIFINALS 


FRI 8.9/ DOORS 9:30/$35 
OUTSIDE LANDS NIGHT SHOW 
PRESENTED BY PAYPAL 


TROMBONE SHORTY 
& ORLEANS AVENUE 


BOMBINO «- DJ HARRY DUNCAN 


SUN 8.11/ DOORS 9:30/ $40 
OUTSIDE LANDS NIGHT SHOW 
PRESENTED BY PG&E 
100% OF TICKET SALES TO BENEFIT SF REC & PARK 


SUPERJAM: 
IVAN NEVILLE'S DUMPSTAPHUN 
WITH JON CLEARY FEAT. JOHN OATES 
AND VERY SPECIAL GUESTS 


WED 8.14/ DOORS 7:30/ $13 ADV « $15 DOOR 
IVAN & ALYOSHA 
THE RECORD COMPANY 
FRI 8.16/ DOORS 8:30/ $25 


ULRICH SCHNAUSS 


DOOMBIRD 
SAT 8.17/ DOORS 8:30/ $15 


THE HOOD INTERNET 
RICHIE CUNNING « POPGANG DJS 
MON 8.19/ DOORS 7:30/ $39.5 


QUEENSRYCHE 
STARRING GEOFF TATE 


FRI 8.23/ DOORS 8:30/ $15 


NAHKO AND MEDICINE 
FOR THE PEOPLE 


SARITAH 
SUN 8.25/ DOORS 7:30/ $15 


SELAH SUE 


BUSHWALLA 
WED 8.28/ DOORS 7:30/ $15 


SPIN DOCTORS 


Te} M7. \ = 
WED 9.4/ DOORS 7:30/ $13 ADV * $15 DOOR 


CHET FAKER 


THU 9.5/ DOORS 7:30/ $20 


BROKEDOWN IN BAKERSFIELD 


NOCONA 
FRI 9.6/ DOORS 8:30/ $16 


MURDER BY DEATH 
LARRY AND HIS FLASK ¢ THE 4ONTHEFLOOR 
SAT 9.7/ DOORS 8:30/ $16 


CODY CHESNUTT 


628 DIVISADERO (BTWN GROVE & HAYES), SF 
TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM / 877.435.9849 
OR AT BOX OFFICE M-F, 11-6 (NO FEE) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ 
GENERAL ADMISSION / LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT: CORNER OAK & DIVIS 
ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM 
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Dark Waters 


The bleak sounds of Minimal 
Wave wash over the Lab for 
two days this weekend. 


BY DEREK OPPERMAN 


hings have gone dark in the San Fran- 
: cisco club scene. Throughout the city, 

new parties, bands, and labels are 
popping up, many of them dedicated toa 
sound called minimal synth. The name is 
new, but the music is not. It’s arecord collec- 
tor term used to describe music from the late 
’70s and early ’80s that’s defined by bleak at- 
mospherics, depressed vocals, and primitive 
synth work. That describes a lot of music 
from the era, but minimal synth distinguishes 
itself, like all good collector genres, by focus- 
ing on the rare and undiscovered — music re- 
leased on cassette tapes and other, more 
obscure media. Its growing popularity is 
largely due to the efforts of New Yorker Ve- 
ronica Vasicka, who in 2005 started Minimal 
Wave, a label and party dedicated to champi- 





Veronica 
Vasicka 


oning these under-heard sounds. This week- 
end, her label is coming to San Francisco to 
take over Mission art gallery the Lab for what 
amounts to a two-day minimal synth festival. 

The main event is on Saturday, and it’s a 
full 10 p.m.-to-2 a.m. multimedia experience, 
complete with DJs, alive band, and immer- 
sive visuals courtesy of local new media artist 
Caitlin Denny. The headliner is Vasicka her- 
self, who'll bring her vast knowledge of the 
genre (and a bag of ludicrously obscure re- 
cords) to somewhat replicate the experience 
of the Minimal Wave parties held in New 
York City. Joining her is Juan Mendez, aman 
better known by his globetrotting techno 
alias Silent Servant. Working with the 
Sandwell District collective, he and his re- 
leases have helped change the face of con- 
temporary techno by injecting a dark 
undercurrent informed by his own interests 
in the heavier side of ’80s club music. 

The night also features DJs representing 
other leading minimal synth labels. Josh 
Cheon is the founder of local imprint Dark 
Entries, whose sizable catalog focuses on ar- 
chival compilations, beautifully rendered re- 
issues, and new releases from artists who take 
cues from the past. Alessandro Adriana is the 
man behind Mannequin Records, an Italian 
label with a similar focus. Finally, Chicago 
group Streetwalker will offer a live-with- 
hardware performance that promises to meld 


the night’s Eurocentric aesthetic with raw el- 
ements from the early years of house music. 

On Sunday, the party reconvenes at 3 p.m. 
to showcase the local side of the movement. 
The highlight should be a live performance 
by Max + Mara, an Oakland based group affil- 
iated with Dark Entries that takes a dance- 
floor-oriented approach reminiscent of acts 
like Chris and Cosey. They will be joined by a 
long list of local DJs that includes OK Hole 
promoter C.L.A.WS., Twitch resident Rachel 
Aiello, and <body>, a collaboration between 
Mathew Dryhurst and Holly Herndon 
(whose debut LP Movement is a critical fa- 
vorite of 2013). Put it all together and you 
have what amounts to a weekend-long crash 
course in one of the city’s thriving under- 
ground musical subcultures. 


The Minimal Wave Féte with Veronica 
Vasicka, Juan Mendez, Josh Cheon, Ales- 
sandro Adriani, Streetwalker, <body>, 
C.L.A.W.S., Surface Tension, Rachel 
Aiello, Kerri Lebon, and Max + Mara 


10 p.m. Saturday, July 27, and 3 p.m. Sunday, 
July 28, at The Lab. $12-$15; thelab.org 


Vv OTHER PARTY OPTIONS THIS WEEK 


As You Like it and Public Works presents 

Regis at Public Works 

9 p.m. Friday, July 26. $12-$15; publicsf.com 

In the land of abrasive underground dance mu- 
sic, Regis (aka Karl O’Connor) is a king. Since 
the late 90s, the British producer has been in- 
troducing tough industrial noise into the frame- 
work of techno, first with his influential label 
Downbeat, and later as a part of cult-favorite DJ 
collective Sandwell District. Fair warning: This 
one’s going to be rough, loud, and sweaty. 


No Way Back presents James T. Cotton 

at Underground SF 

10 p.m. Friday, July 26. $10-$15; 
undergroundsf.com 

Menacing isn’t a word normally used to describe 
house music, but it’s applicable in the case of 
James T. Cotton, an alias of Tadd Mullinix (who 
also records hip-hop as Dabrye). The sound is 
hard, utilizing outboard analog gear to create 
screaming beat-tracks best heard late at night 
on cramped dancefloors. Which makes Under- 
ground SF quite a fitting venue indeed. 


Pat Mahoney, Tim Sweeney, Mike Simonetti, 
Terrence Dixon at Public Works 

9:30 p.m. Saturday, July 27. $12-$15; publicsf.com 
Four headliners is better than one, or at least Pub- 
lic Works seems to think so with its latest mega- 
party. Check the main room for disco and house 
courtesy of LCD Soundsystem drummer Pat Ma- 
honey, Beats in Space radio host Tim Sweeney, 
and Italians Do It Better label head Mike Simonetti. 
Or, if you’re adventurous, head to the Loft for deep 
techno courtesy of Detroit spinner Terrence Dixon. 


Lights Down Low presents Duke Dumont 

and Cyril Hahn at Mezzanine 

9 p.m. Saturday, July 27. $15-$20; 
mezzaninesf.com 

It’s been a big year for British producer Duke Du- 
mont (aka Adam Dyment). In March, he broke 
out of the underground and onto the mainstream 
UK charts with “Need U (100%),” a summer an- 
them of a track that matched the soul of ‘90s vo- 
cal house with slick lbiza-ready production 
chops. It’s catchy and accessible, and so is his 
DJing. 


SALE ENDS 
8/6/18 


LIGHTNING DUST 1% 
Fantasy CD 


Lightning Dust’s 3rd proper full length 
finds its inspiration in skeletal synth pop, 
modern R&B beats, the films of John Car- 
penter and - in accordance with Lightning 
Dust’s only longstanding rule - absolute 
minimalism. 


Live at Brick & Mortar 8/6! 


1855 HAIGHT STREET « SAN FRANCISCO » (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY » (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! _KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


GOGOL BORDELLO 10° 
Pura Vida Conspiracy BCD 


The internationally renowned gypsy punk 
rock group returns with their sixth full-length 
album, a powerful collection of 12 surging & 
raucous new songs. LP: $19.98 


GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


’ BOOTIE's CO-FOUNDER & RESIDENT DJ 
CELEBRATES HER BOOTIE B-DAY! 


yi PM: LIVE ON STAGE 
QUEER ELECTRO-HOP DUO 


DOUBLE 
DUCHESS 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
AIRSUN | 


ounce: BRASS. TAX ” 


DAZZLEROOM: © 
SEX! wos KEITH KRAFT 


SATURDAY JULY'27" 


) THREE ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
DNA 375 LLEVUNTM STREET GF MARPISAQIN, St - ote wey 1D 
9PM-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE (OPM. BOOTIESFCOM 


- MYSTERIOUS D's BIRTHDAY! 


SHIP THE LINE’ $15 SOVANCE TIX & ONALOUNGE COM 


) PHLEE BUUTIE MASIOIP COs TO THE FIST 100 PLOPLE! 
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ES3IDRINKS ASE 
3200 24th Street on S. Van Ness 


— = 
415-550-7510 
Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM 


BRICK & MORTAR 


MUSIC HALL 


1710 MISSION ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 
BRICKANDMORTARMUSIC.COM 


WED 7/24 


TEENAGE SWEATER 
SUNRUNNERS, 2 PRESIDENT roc 


THU 7/25 


SWELLS 
SEA KNIGHT, MOSAICS, MAGIG FIGHT 


FRI 7/26 - 9PM 


VOKAB KOMPANY 
GO VAN GOGH 


SAT 7/27 


KOBO TOWN 


TUE 7/30 


FROM INDIAN LAKES. 
TALLHART 
MAKESHIFT PRODIGY 


WED 7/31 


MAMMOTH LIFE 
GIGGLE PARTY, ANIMAL FRIEND, LIX! 
DJ NEIL MARTINSON ume) 


THU 8/01 


MINGO FISHTRAP 
THE ELEVEN 


SAT 8/03 


AFROFUNK EXPERIENCE ps Fept sae 
BROUN FELLINIS ~~~" 


SUN 8/04 Ee ere 


LECHEROUS GAZE 


JOY, RED OCTOPUS, GRILL CLOTH oa 


z oe DJ GOOSEBUMPS 


LIGHTNING DUST 
LOUISE BURNS, SPELLS 


ar 


FRI 8/02 


A MISSISSIPPI-BAY AREA MIND EXPANSIVE GUITAR CELEBRATION 


J. PHLIP 


alle 


=| NE 379 18™ STREET 


(AT SAN PABLO) 
PARISH — OAKLAND, GA 94612 


THENEWPARISH.COM 


FRI 7/2 


PURPLE RAIN ANNIVERSARY! 
THE PURPLE ONES > 
DJ DAVE PAUL 8 


WED 7/31 


GUTTERMOUTH 


AGENT ORANGE 
CIVIL WAR RUST, THE SWILLERZ 


THU 8/01 


LADY 
ANTIQUE NAKED SOUL 


TUE 8/06 


SIERRA LEONE’S am 


REFUGEE ALL STARS, 
BLACK NATURE BAND see 


FROM THE OBERT Hat ODE 


DERRICK HODGE 


THU 8/15 


ZAP MAMA 
NAIMA SHALHOUB 


TUE 8/20 


DOSEONE, MAIN ATTRACIONZ, ODD NOSDAM - 


FRI 8/23 
PARISH GROUP PRESENTS: BEST OF NEW ORLEANS 


FUNKY METERS 
1) PLATUM, JORDAN AND THE RITUAL 


LUTHER DICK 


ALI MISSISSIPPI ALL-STARS 


BLOOD HART 


ANDY CABIC, RICHARD OSBORN, JIMBO MATHUS 


PLACE PIGALLE 


The Hayes Valley gathering spot for libations and more with over 15 beers and wines on tap. 
530 Hayes Street | San Francisco, CA 94102-1214 


415-552-2671 | placepigallesf.com 


SPONSORED BY TRIJMER PILS « nM R 
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Give Up 


On fighting your age- 
instilled affection for the 
Postal Service. 


BY IAN S. PORT 


he window of time when music can 
i deeply affect someone’s life is usu- 

ally pretty short. Most people will 
forever cherish songs that reached them 
somewhere between their freshman year 
of high school and their junior year of 
whatever came after, in that period when 
most of us crystallize into something re- 
sembling adults. Diehard music fans are a 
special case, but still: Chances are you’re 
never going to love any band as much as 
the band you loved most at 20. 

I was 18 when the Postal Service’s elec- 
tro-emo experiment Give Up came out, 
and while it was never my favorite album, I 
did play it often. Many people did: Give Up 
is the second-best-selling record that ven- 
erable Seattle label Sub Pop has ever re- 
leased, behind only Nirvana’s debut. Its 
singles, like “Such Great Heights,” domi- 
nated rock radio, and soundtracked a large 
enough chunk of my first two years of col- 
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Autumn de Wilde 


The Postal Service’s Ben Gibbard and 
Jimmy Tamborello 


lege that I now blush when thinking about 
it. Judging by the bevy of writing about 
this year’s reissue of the album, that’s the 
case for many, who listen and can’t help 
but be shuttled back to that person they 
were who loved the Postal Service, and 
find their current selves a little chagrined 
by the memory. 

That will be a temporary feeling. Ten 
years is a decidedly awkward point from 
which to look back at a pop album: Trends 
tend to revolve in roughly 20-year cycles, 
and human lives evolve in ways that often 
make it easier to empathize with the dis- 
tant past than the more recent. The Postal 
Service’s sole album is probably near the 
nadir of its retrospective popularity, at 
least for one key demographic, and yet the 
duo that made it will still play two sold-out 
concerts at Berkeley’s 8,500-capacity 
Greek Theatre this week. As time makes 
the glow of nostalgia even more rosy, Give 
Up may find an even larger audience. 

It is hard to listen to Ben Gibbard’s indul- 
gent moaning and Jimmy Tamborello’s 
bloopy beats without flushing a little at the 
thought of loving them enough to play on 
repeat. But hearing the album with all the 
distance we can manage, it’s also hard not to 
be impressed — by the agile rhythms, by 
Gibbard’s electric melodies, and by the brac- 
ing sense of ecstatic melancholy that 
courses through the Postal Service’s best 
songs. That revelatory joy, merely at the 
burning intensity of one’s feelings, happy or 
sad, is part of turning into an adult. Give Up 
succeeded at least in part because it ably 
captured that emotionalism for so many 
people. The album comforted and shaped 
those who heard it at the most impressible 
time of their musical lives, and it remains a 
part of who we are now — whether or not it 
pleases us to say so. 


The Postal Service 


performs at 8 p.m. Friday, July 26, and Saturday, 
July 27, at the Greek Theatre, Berkeley. 
Advance tickets sold out; apeconcerts.com. 


MUSIC LISTINGS 





Club listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly 
readers and are subject to space restrictions. To have 
a listing added, contact Clubs Editor John Graham by 
email (John.Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (225 Bush St. 17th, Floor, San Francisco, CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is 
noon Tuesday for the following week’s issue. Our Concerts 
section lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all ohone numbers 
are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs — searchable by 
keyword, date, and genre — are available online. 


CONCERTS 
THU., JULY 25 


Kenny Chesney: W/ Eli Young Band, Kacey Musgraves, 7 p.m.., 
$35-$90 advance. Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View. 

Bruno Mars: W/ Ellie Goulding, 7:30 p.m., $44.50-$130.50 
advance. HP Pavilion, 525 W. Santa Clara, San Jose. 

Raul Midon: 7:30 p.m., $25-$40. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin 
St., S.F. 

S.F. Symphony: Video Games Live!: 7:30 p.m., $30-$100. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Weezer: 7 p.m., $47.50 advance. America’s Cup Pavilion, 27 
Pier, S.F. 


FRI., JULY 26 











2013 San Francisco World Percussion Arts Festival: Featuring 
drum and dance ensemble performances by GONNA, Grand 
Master Seiichi Tanaka, Duniya Dance & Drum Co., Ong Dance 
Co., Walter Tsushima, Philip Gelb, Rachel Ebora, and Maikaze 
Daiko, 8 p.m., $30. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F. 

Legends of the Summer: Justin Timberlake & Jay-Z: 7:50 p.m., 
$52-$171. Candlestick Park, 602 Jamestown, S.F. 

John Mayer: W/ Phillip Phillips, 7:30 p.m., $46.50-$94.40. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 
Jacqui Naylor: Performing songs from Dead Divas Society to 
benefit the San Francisco Domestic Violence Consortium, 

7:30 p.m., $20-$40. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., S.F. 

The Postal Service: W/ Big Freedia, Baths, 8 p.m., sold out. 
UC Berkeley, Greek Theatre, (Gayley & University), Berkeley. 

S.F. Symphony: Video Games Live!: 7:30 p.m., $30-$100. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Tainted Love: W/ The Bang, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo’s 365 Club, 
1025 Columbus, S.F. 

Tiny Television: W/ The Dustbowl Revival, The Goldenhearts, 
9 p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 O’ Farrell, S.F. 


SAT., JULY 27 





2013 San Francisco World Percussion Arts Festival: Featuring 
drum and dance ensemble performances by GONNA, Grand 
Master Seiichi Tanaka, Duniya Dance & Drum Co., Ong Dance 
Co., Walter Tsushima, Philip Gelb, Rachel Ebora, and Maikaze 
Daiko, 8 p.m., $30. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F. 

The Cult: W/ White Hills, 8 p.m., $58. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

S.F. Symphony: /he Matrix Live: Screening of the 1999 sci-fi film 
with live soundtrack conducted by composer Don Davis, 7:30 
p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Maria Gadd: 8 p.m., $65-$85. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F. 

Ghosts of Electricity: W/ Mark Karan’s Buds, 9 p.m., $20. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O’Farrell, S.F. 

The Postal Service: W/ Divine Fits, Baths, 8 p.m., $45. UC 
Berkeley, Greek Theatre, (Gayley & University), Berkeley. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers: The Music of Ray 
Charles: W/ Quinn DeVeaux & The Quinnettes, 7:30 p.m., 

$20-$40. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., S.F. 

Steamstock II: An Antiquarian Exposition: Steampunk music 
festival featuring Mr. B The Gentleman Rhymer, Frenchy & The 
Punk, Psyche Corporation, Hannah Thiem, This Way to the 
Egress, The Cog Is Dead, Good Co, Unextraordinary Gentle- 
men, 5 Cent Coffee, Vagabondage, Saints of Ruin, Bloodwire, 
Lee Presson & The Nails, Victoria & The Vaudevillians, Thee 
Hobo Gobbelins, Parlor Tricks, Brass Farthing, more, $20-$80. 
Craneway Pavilion, 1414 Harbour Way S, Richmond. 

Tainted Love: W/ SuperHuey, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo’s 365 Club, 
1025 Columbus, S.F. 


SUN., JULY 28 
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Alan Mercer 


Candye Kane 

7 P.M. AND 9 P.M. SUNDAY, JULY 28, AT BISCUITS 
& BLUES; $20; BISCUITSANDBLUES.COM. 

Some believe the blues can be properly 
realized only by people who have experi- 
enced some serious shit. By that crite- 
rion, Candye Kane Is a totally authentic 
blues artist. At various points, the San Di- 
ego-based vocalist has been a teenage 
mom, a drug addict, a battered wife, a 
stripper, and a pancreatic cancer survivor. 
On the music front, she played in a grade 
school band that did Bobby Darin trib- 
utes, sang doo-wop as a teen, performed 
in the L.A. punk scene’s ’80s heyday, and 
tried her hand at making country music 
for a major label. By 1987, she realized her 
proper route: absorbing the work of 
black blueswomen like Big Mama Thorn- 
ton and Bessie Smith and becoming a 
blues artist herself. Today, she’s as nota- 
ble for representing self-empowerment 
and hard-won happiness as she is for 
tongue-in-cheek tunes and her charis- 
matic, tremendous voice. REYAN ALI 














St., S.F. 

Fitz & The Tantrums: W/ Hunter Hunted, The Colourist, 8 p.m., 
$26-$40. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 

J-Pop Summit Festival 2013: W/ Kyary Pamyu Pamyu, Una, 
Kylee, Daichi, 2 p.m., free. Union Square Park, 333 Post, 
S.F. 

Kid Rock: W/ ZZ Top, Uncle Kracker, 6:45 p.m., $29.50. Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 

S.F. Symphony: Disney in Concert - Magical Music from the 
Movies: Performances of songs from Aladdin, Beauty and the 
Beast, The Lion King, The Little Mermaid, Mary Poppins, and oth- 
ers, 2 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
S.F. 

Steamstock II: An Antiquarian Exposition: Steampunk music 
festival featuring Mr. B The Gentleman Rhymer, Frenchy & The 
Punk, Psyche Corporation, Hannah Thiem, This Way to the 
Egress, The Cog Is Dead, Good Co, Unextraordinary Gentle- 
men, 5 Cent Coffee, Vagabondage, Saints of Ruin, Bloodwire, 
Lee Presson & The Nails, Victoria & The Vaudevillians, Thee 
Hobo Gobbelins, Parlor Tricks, Brass Farthing, more, $20-$80. 
Craneway Pavilion, 1414 Harbour Way S, Richmond. 

We the Kings: W/ T. Mills, The Ready Set, Keep It Cute, 6:30 p.m., 
$20-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F. 


TUE., JULY 30 


One Direction: 7:30 p.m., $37.50-$102.25. HP Pavilion, 525 W. 
Santa Clara, San Jose. 





AN EVENING WITH 


| 


BOB & DAVID. 


AND POSEHN) 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27 PALACE OF FINE ARTS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE BY CALLING 800-745-3000, OR ONLINE AT 
LIVENATION. COM OR TICKETMASTER. COM 


=] 5) 4 
TICKETS 


uNcH Lime 


sam Feaacesee 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 7/24 - SATURDAY 7/27 
FROM “LOVE YOU MEAN IT” 


JULIAN MCCULLOUGH 


KEITH LOWELL JENSEN, MMARCELLA ARGUELLO 
TUESDAY 7/30 


THE SULLIVAN & SON |Jy 
COMEDY TOUR Mt | 


STEVE BYRNE, OWEN BENJAMIN, ROY WOOD JR. & AHMED AHMED! 


WEDNESDAY 7/31 - SATURDAY 8/3 
FROM THE HEAT! 


CHRIS VOTH, MARK SERRITELLA 


a 


TUESDAY 8/13 
saaecea hh ch DAVIS & 


CK STARGU 
IMAGINARY RADIO PROGRAM 


WEDNESDAY 8/14 - SATURDAY 8/17 
FROM CONAN AND LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


NATE BARGATZE 


CAITLIN GILL, SHANTI CHARAN 


THURSDAY 8/8 - SATURDAY 8/10 
FROM THE OPIE AND ANTHONY SHOW! 


COLIN KANE 


SANDY STEG CHRIS STORIN 


WEDNESDAY 8/21 - THURSDAY 8/22 
LIVE CD RECORDING! 


JASON DOWNS 


FRIDAY 8/23 - SATURDAY 8/24 = 
FROM MADTV AND THE HEAT ¢. . 
MICHAEL MCDONALD [> a 


JASON DOWNS, KEVIN MUNROE = 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF 
TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF @ ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-7573 


NATION.com 


FOLLOW 


USON Bs 
CEA 


FACEBOOK! 


FRIDAY 7/26 - 
SUNDAY 7/28 SATURDAY 8/3 


TOM BOBCAT 
COTTER | GOLDTHWAIT 


America’s Got Talent Finalist! With Jay Larson 
WEDNESDAY 7/25 
COBB’S COMEDY SHOWCASE 


THURSDAY 38/8 
HOWARD KREMER’S 
“HAVE A SUMMAH” PARTY 
WITH KYLE KINANE 
FRIDAY 8/9 - SATURDAY 8/10 


CECILY STRONG i v 
& FRIENDS | ¢ 


From Saturday Night Live! 


FRIDAY 8/2 - 


THURSDAY 8/15 - SUNDAY 8/18 


ARJ BARKER 


From Flight of the Conchords! 
THURSDAY 8/22 - SUNDAY 8/25 


PABLO 
FRANCISCO 


From MADTV! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 


WOdApP IIMS 
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prices are subject to change without notice. 


ticketmaster.com 





Son Volt: W/ Colonel Ford, 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 


All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 





Dori Caymmi: 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin 
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GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BOOTIE's CO-FOUNDER & RESIDENT DJ 
CELEBRATES HER BOOTIE B-DAY! 


41 PM: LIVE ON STAGE 
QUEER ELECTRO-HOP DUO 


DOUBLE 
DUCHESS 


‘ , 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
AIRSUN 


LOUNGE: BRASS TAX” 


DAZZLE ROOM: 
SEX! wins ot | KRAFT 


SATURDAY JULY 27” 
SS DNA ) THREE ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 


375 LLEVUNTM STHLET GF MANPISAON, St - oie wy ID 


5PM_AFTERHODURS . S10 BER — OPW. BOOTIESF o 
SKIP THE LINE’ S15 ANVANCE TIX & UONALOLINGE aE r 


PHEE BOUTIE MASIOJP COs TO THE FIRST 100 PLO —- 


San Rafael 


JULY 27TH 10-5 AND JULY 28TH 10-4 

BUY © SELL © TRADE © NEW * USED © OLD # RARE 
Bring all you can carry! Meet appraisers, buyers, stars, dealers, ef. 

GUITARS © AMPLIFIERS © OTHER 


Visit your local Guitar Center to pick up show special flyer 














| HEAR THIS | 


Red Meat 

WITH | SEE HAWKS IN L.A. AND RICK 

SHEA. 8 P.M. SATURDAY, JULY 27, AT 

SLIM’S. $15; SLIMSPRESENTS.COM. 

In 1993, when life in S.F. was still cheap, 
Red Meat was born from the remains of 
local outfits the Movie Stars and Genuine 
Diamelles. Long before “Americana” was 
a useful marketing term, Red Meat played 
hard-edged, unadulterated honky-tonk 
country — they were true descendants of 
iconic Bakersfield stylists Buck Owens 
and Merle Haggard. Loaded with genial 
swagger (and a touch of the sardonic), 
this quintet of twangsters sang of broken 
hearts, romantic and occupational frus- 
trations, and tavern life with no conces- 
sions to the trends of Nashville, SOMA, or 
the Mission District. The members aren’t 
snobs, though — occasionally strains of 
gospel and Bacharach-ish pop make it 
into their mix. These Bammie winners cel- 
ebrate their 20th anniversary this Satur- 
day at Slim’s. MARK KERESMAN 











Justin Timberlake and Jay-Z 
7:30 P.M. FRIDAY, JULY 26, AT CANDLESTICK 
PARK. $52-$171; TICKETMASTER.COM. 

Anyone who says they don’t get excited 
by the idea of seeing Justin Timberlake 
and Jay-Z on the same stage is lying — 
Jay-Z is a straight-up superstar, and the 
days of Timberlake being merely a guilty 
pleasure are long gone. Side by side, 
they’re bound to put on one of the best 
shows of the year. These two are right at 
the top of their games right now, too, 
with Timberlake in glamor mode after 
the release of The 20/20 Experience and 
the Jigga celebrating his just-released 
12th album, Magna Carta Holy Grail. Sum- 
mer concerts don’t get bigger than this. 
RAE ALEXANDRA 

















CLUBS 





WEDNESDAY 24 








Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Brian Kenney Fresno, 


MoeTar, Extra Ordinary Astronauts, 9 p.m., $10. 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Teenage Sweater, 


Sunrunners, Father President, 9 p.m., $7. 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY ~ 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” ~ EVERYDAY ~ 4PM ‘til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS /$3 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 





WEDNESDAY JULY 24, 2013 $5 
(GYPSY BLUES, GARAGE JAZZ, SWING) 


A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off Event! 
THURSDAY JULY 25, 2013 $8 (ADV) 


Plus: 
“Original Classic Rock for the New Millennium” 
FRIDAY JULY 26, 2013 $12 


Plus: 
This hard-hitting, jazz-rooted, sucieielie 
improvisational trio lays down the grooves to 
get you moving. 


SATURDAY JULY 27, 2013 $10 
(BOOGALOO, SOUL, FUNK) 
(GOING LATE-NIGHT 9:30 PM TILL’ 2:30AM+) 


(FILLMORE NASTY FUNK) 
Plus: 
(OF DIGITAL UNDERGROUND) 


SUNDAY JULY 28, 2013 FREE! 
(Going from 9pm ‘til 2am) 


SOUL DANCE PARTY W/ LIVE HOUSE DJS 
TUESDAY JULY 30, 2013 $5 


Plus: 


WEDNESDAY JULY 31, 2013 FREE! 
(CLASSIC MOTOWN, R&B, SOUL HITS) 


THURSDAY AUGUST 1, 2013 $7 (ADV) 


FRIDAY AUGUST 2, 2013 $5 before 11pm / $15 after 
(Going from 9:30pm ‘til 3:30am+) 


with: CARLOS SANTANA HORNS 
Plus: | 


SATURDAY AUGUST 3, 2013 $5 before 11pm / $15 after 
(Going from 9:30pm ‘til 3:30am+) 


an all original 8-piece afro-funk and world beat orchestra 
TUESDAY AUGUST 4, 2013 $5 (ADV) 


Plus: 


WEDNEDAY AUGUST 5, 2013 $5 
(First Wednesday of Every Month) 


$4 Cuba Libres, $4 Coronas all night! 
When Reggae and Hip-hop meet salsa and 
Cumbia, only the most positive, original, latin 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. The Comet Empire, The Lower 
48, Bang Bang, White Teeth, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Salt Flat, Dragons, CIVC, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Samvega, The Mondegreens, 
Telenovela, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


party music can be the result. 


calshows. 





For booth info call: 918-288-2222 
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AS PART OF 


50 SHOWS 


=|) 2 FA 
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TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT BUDLIGHT.COM/MUSICFIRST 
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ENJOY RESPONSIBLY 6 2013-8, Bud Light® Beer, St. Louis, MO 
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os 
Greut Feed. Strong Dents Live Maude 
WEDS 7/24 


TRIVIA W/ SAL sem 


DAVE GONZALES AND FRIENDS spn 


THUR 7/25 


GIGI AMOS spu 


FRI7/26 


HANDS ON FIRE sem 


SAT 7/27 


NORTH BEACH BRASS BAND 1m 


SUN7/28 
TWANG SUNDAY 4-7 pn 
TBA spn 


MON 7/29 


TBA 


TUE 7/30 


DANCE KARAOKE WITH DJ PURPLE szopm 


1337 GRANT AVE. 
415.981.9177 
WWW.TUPELOSF .COM 


» facebook. com/tupelosf 


ICRRENGCE VIAUN 
IHURSUAY AUGUST | 
PUBLIC WORKS PRESENTS 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 
LIVE MUSIC EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 
DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


30 BEERS ON TAP 


NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


. ry) 

ee ry 
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JUST OFF 19TH f AVE | | CAMBOND DRIVE 


415-584-4445 FIND Us ON 
RW ante ER RICOME 


NICK THE NECK (AKA PUMPKIN) 


(TECH HOUSE DJ SET) 
FRIDAY AUGUST 2 ~ IN THE LOFI 


PUBLIC WORKS PRESENTS CLOCKWORKS W/ 
DOU MARTIN (SUBLEVEL - LA} 


(5 HOUR DJ SET OF PAST & Ct 


Praia € JULY 2h 
US 
SUNS 


THE ULF 


ila 


FAVORITES 
rey J 


SATURDAY AUGUST 3 - IN THE LL 


ALL HIGHT LONG b W/ 
’ DLN VN 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Lenz, Ruby Pins, Puzzled, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Down Dirty Shake, The Reckless Kind, 
Buzzmutt, Peachelope, DJ Dahmer, 8 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. The Shape, The Ever After, Not Sure. 
Not Yet, BearMaul, 8 p.m., $5-$8. 


PYUT4- 


The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Sticky Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark 
Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Bondage A Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “Eye Candy Wednesdays,” 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Bodyshock,” w/ The Kooky 
Scientist (Fred Giannelli), High-Functioning Flesh, DJs Bik 
Rainbow & Crackwhore, 9 p.m., $10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Housepitality,” w/ Hunee, Conor, Cole 
Berggren, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “What?,” 7 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Booty Call,” w/ Juanita More, Joshua 
J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Soft Metals, Black Marble, Rainbow 
Arabia, DJs Omar & Justin, 9 p.m., $8-$12. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., S.F. “Cash IV Gold,” w/ DJs Kool 
Karlo, Roost Uno, and Sean G, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Mixtape Wednesday,” w/ 
resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., 
$5. 





“ACOUSTIC 


Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O’Farrell St., S.F. Terry Savas- 
tano, Every other Wednesday, 9 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Pat Hamilton, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ | 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Bjelde & Bros., Fourth 
Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger Experi- 
ence, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. 
Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Rasselas Ethiopian Cuisine & Jazz Club: 1534 Fillmore, S.F. 
M.B. Hanif & The Sound Voyagers, 8 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. “Cat’s Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. Ricardo Scales, 
Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, S.F. 29th Street Swingtet, 6 
p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Chris Duggan, 7:30 p.m., free. 





INTERNATIONAL 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Grupo da Sete, 8 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Chico Trujillo, Candelaria, 
DJ Julicio, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Redwood Tango Ensemble, 
8:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Hamilton Loomis, 8 & 10 
p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Craig Horton, 9:30 p.m. 





“EXPERIMENTAL 


San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, S.F. 12th 
Annual Outsound New Music Summit: “Drift Flow Swing,” 
w/ Wiener Kids, KREation, Opera Wolf, 7:30 p.m., $10-$12. 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Freddie Hughes & Chris 
Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Avery Sunshine, 8 
p.m., $21. 


THURSDAY 25 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. “Mods v. Rockers,” w/ Peachelope, 
The Spyrals, 9 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Soeedy Ortiz, GRMLN, 
Wild Moth, 9 p.m., $10. 
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GOLDEN GATE PARK, SAN FRANCISco, CA 
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Brick & Mortar ~ California Academy 
Music Hall 4 of Sciences 


FRIDAY 


AUGUST 


SUNDAY 
PANT CIUL TE 


1 1 TH Ivan Neville's 


Dumpstaphunk with 
Jon Cleary featuring 
John Oates and 
Very Special Guests 
The Independent Brick & Mortar The Independent 
presented by PayPal Music Rall Presented by PG&E 
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Make-Out Room 
~, 


i 
WEDNESDAY 7/24 AT 7:30PM, $8 


FRONDS ¢ SEASIDES 
BLACKIE VALENTINO * DJ COOL JERK 


THURSDAY 7/25 AT 7:30PM, $10 


“GRUPO JUAN MASSA” 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


WEB OF SOUND! 
W/ DJ JACKIE SUGARLUMPS 


FRIDAY 7/26 AT 6PM, NO COVER! 


DJ SID PRESLEY 
60S SURF/INSTRUMENTAL/POP/MOD/R&B 
TIKI RUM DRINK SPECIALS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


LOOSE JOINTS! 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFROBEAT 


SATURDAY 7/27 AT 7:30PM, $8 


QUAALUDES ¢ SILVER SHADOWS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 7/28 AT 7:30PM, $8 
JESUS DUDE MOM * THE CAMPBELL APARTMENT 
MONDAY 7/29 AT 7:30PM, $8 


BREAKARTS ¢ THE IMPERSONATIONS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 
FREE WILLIE! 
W/ DJS VINNIE MARTINI & WILLIE WEIRD 
TUESDAY 7/30 AT 7PM, NO COVER! 
THE MAKE-OUT READING: 


NO KISSING & TELLING 
CYNTHIA ATKINS, SB STOKES, 
KAREN CARISSIMO, TIM KAHL, 

HOLLIE HARDY, JASON SCHENHEIT, 

JENNIFER BROWN, SARAH OVERTON, 
CASSANDRA DALLET, HUGH BEHM-STEINBERG 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


“LOST & FOUND” 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 7/31 AT 7:30PM, $10 


a 
PACO ROMANE’S HILARIOUS COMEDY SHOW 
CAITLIN GILL * DAVID GBORIE ¢ RONN VIGH 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, NO COVER! 


INT’L FREAKOUT A GO-GO! 
DJ SPECIAL LORD B, BEN BRACKEN + BOBBY GANUSH 
60S-70S/ASIA/AFRICA/S.AMERICA/INDIA/EUROPE 


THURSDAY 8/01 AT 7PM, $8 


COLLOSAL YES + SPECIAL GUEST! 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! 


DJ FOODCOURT AND HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 
3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





155 Fell St@van Ness 


POPSCENE PRESENTS 
SOFT METALS 


9 

Say BLACK MARBLE 
$12 door RAINBOW ARABIA 
18+ NEWCLEAR WAVES (DJ SET) 


+ DJs OMAR PEREZ (POPSCENE) 
& JUSTIN ANASTASI (SOFT MOON) 


- POPSCENE CLUB NIGHT 
s+ DOU THE 1975 » BAD SUNS 


CARELESS DREAMS OF ELECTRIC FEET! 











opm doors W/FIRST CHURCH OF THE 
$13 SACRED SILVERSEXUAL 
alt + DJ DIAMANT (THE DEACON OF FUNK) 
KAFANA BALKA 
9pm 6TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
ee w/FANFARE ZAMBALETA 


JILL PARKER & 

FOXGLOVE SWEETHEARTS 

+ DJ ZELJIKO 
8pm 


1 DAUGHN GIBSON 


WILLIAM TYLER 
CARLETTA SUE KAY 
9pm 


$15 BLASTHAUS PRESENTS 
18+ ASTRO cute 






* Aug 1: FRENCH HORN REBELLION 7 vPcomins | 
% Aug 2: TRAPEZE VIII 

* Aug 7: WHITE FENCE, JESSICA PRATT 

+ Aug 8: SMALLPOOLS, SAVOIR ADORE 

* Aug 9: OL NIGHT SHOW w/Milo Greene, Wild Belle 


># Aug 16: MIDTOWN SOCIAL 
+ Aug 24: MAJICAL CLOUDZ 


415.861.2011 


PARLOR 
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2801 LEAVENWORTH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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THURSDAY, JULY 25TH 


“WEEZER AFTER 
CONCERT PARTY” 


FEATURING LIVE MUSIC BY 
CHRIS CLOUSE & DJ ILY D 
TOP-40 & PARTY ROCK 
ABSOLUT & COORS LIGHT SPECIALS 
& NO COVER CHARGE 
FRIDAY, JULY 26TH 
THE PARLOR PRESENTS & 
SOULMOVERS PRESENTS 


“4TH FRIDAY’S AT 
THE PARLOR” 


FEATURING DJ ESPINOSA 
TOP-40, HIP-HOP, EDM & PARTY ROCK 
$150 GREY GOOSE BOTTLE SPECIALS 

FREE GUEST LIST UNTIL 11PM 
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SATURDAY, JULY 27TH 
THE PARLOR & 
AY PANS Xo) 5 FLU Oe BLO) DSTO dd es OO 


“DJ MILES MEDINA” 


TOP-40, HIP-HOBR EDM & PARTY ROCK 
$200 GREY GOOSE BOTTLE SPECIALS 
FREE GUEST LIST UNTIL 11PM 
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Bottle Service | Birthdays | Private Events 


415.775.5110 
theparlorsf.com 


for calendar of events and information 





Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Swells, Sea Knight, 
Mosaics, Magic Fight, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., S.F. Cannons & Clouds, Jonah 
Matranga, Strange Vine, The Town Quartet, 8 p.m., $12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., S.F. Hundredth, Counterparts, Being 
as an Ocean, Heart to Heart, 7 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Cool Ghouls, Zebra Hunt, Charles 
Leo Gebhardt IV, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Holy Grail, Slough Feg, Serpent 
Crown, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
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Asiento: 27530 21st St., S.F. Charlie Prowler, 9 p.m., free. 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “Tubesteak Connection,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “iPan Dulce!,” 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “All ‘80s Thursdays,” w/ DJs Damon, 
Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 
(free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “XO,” w/ DJs Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Afrolicious,” w/ DJs Pleasure- 
maker, Sefior Oz, and live guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$7. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. EDMSF Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10 
(free before midnight). 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “I Love Cochina Tonga’s,” w/ 
Ambrosia Salad & Stanley Frank, Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Night Fever,” 9 p.m., 
$5 after 10 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. “Ritual,” w/ The Others, Amit, Nebakaneza, 
Johnny5, Mr. Kitt, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. “We Are Monsters,” w/ Heidi Lawden, 
Eug, Jason Greer, Mozhgan, 10 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Awakening,” w/ Bobina, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20 advance. 

The Tunnel Top: 601 Bush, S.F. “Tunneltop,” DJs Avalon and 
Derek ease you into the weekend with a cool and relaxed 
selection of tunes spun on vinyl, 10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Base,” w/ J.Phlip, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “#Quattro,” w/ DJ Dino, Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Park 77 Sports Bar: 77 Cambon, S.F. “Slap N Tite,” w/ resident 
Cali King Crab DJs Sabotage Beats & Jason Awesome, free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Locals Night Out,” w/ DJ 
lily D, 9 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Peaches,” w/lady DJs Dee- 
Android, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 
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Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Bluegrass & Old-Time Music 
Jam Session, Last Thursday of every month, 8-10 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. The Dandy Lions, RonDre., Pete 
Kronowitt, Zoe Evans, Jeff Hayward, 8 p.m., $6. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. “Bluegrass Bonanza,” w/ The 
James King Band, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 
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Bottle Cap: 1707 Powell, S.F. The North Beach Sound with Ned 
Boynton, Jordan Samuels, and Tom Vickers, 7 p.m., free. 
Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Mad & Eddie Duran Trio, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 
7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Michael “Spiderman” 
Robinson, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. Stompy 
Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Rasselas Ethiopian Cuisine & Jazz Club: 1534 Fillmore, S.F. 
Latin Breeze, 8 p.m. 

Slim’s: 333 Tith St., S.F. Inna Zhelannaya Band with Stephen 
Kent & Alexander Liapin, 8 p.m., $23. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, S.F. Sila, 12:30 
p.m., free. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1530 Fillmore, S.F. Minor Empire, 8 
p.m., $22-$26. 





Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Grady Champion, July 
25-26, 8 & 10 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. T-Wrex & The Primitive Rhythm, 4 
p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 
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Duke Dumont 
WITH CYRIL HAHN. 9 P.M. SATURDAY, JULY 27, 





AT MEZZANINE. $15-$20; MEZZANINESF.COM. 
In 2012, Duke Dumont stepped out from 
behind the mixing console with two For 
Club Play EPs, and he’s been in the spot- 
light ever since. Known for emotionally 
charged remixes, Dumont compiles 
disco, tech-house, and U.K. garage influ- 
ences into harmonious, spiritual sounds. 
His 2013 chart breakthrough “Need U 
(100%)” features plucky, Detroit-inspired 
synth stabs stacked with a detuned bass 
rumble and insistent vocals. Latest single 
“Hold On” (featuring frequent co-writer 
MNEKkK) is deep, sultry house wrapped in 
ghostly melodies. Dumont’s taste level is 
as impeccable as his production is tidy, 
and he should be well complemented 
this Saturday by opener Cyril Hahn, who 
submerges R&B edits and moody 
rhythms into epic, atmospheric baptisms. 
TONY WARE 














EXPERIMENTAL 


San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, S.F. 12th 
Annual Outsound New Music Summit: “Vibration Hackers,” 
w/ CCRMA Ensemble, #Max, Fernando Lopez-Lezcano, Ritwik 
Banerji, Ilya Rostovtsev, 7:30 p.m., $10-$12. 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. New Love Soul Revue, 
8 p.m. 


FRIDAY 26 





Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. The Orange Peels, Vela 
Eyes, The Corner Laughers, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Casa Sanchez: 2778 24th St., S.F. Burning Monk, Hymen Holo- 
caust, Cheap Meats, Blank Spots, 7 p.m., $6. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Blisses B, Acacia, The Visibles, 
9:30 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Weekend, Wax Idols, 
Chasms, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Yassou Benedict, Beautiful Machines, 
Hotel Eden, NVO (DJ set), 8:30 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Careless Dreams of Electric Feet,” 
w/ The First Church of the Sacred Silversexual, Honey Penny, 
Johnny Rockitt, Kitty Von Quim, Laika Fox, Minnie Cupcakes, 
Miz. Eva Sensitiva, Roxanne RedMeat, DJ Diamant, more, 9 
p.m., $13. 

Slim’s: 333 11th St., S.F. The Uncluded (Aesop Rock & Kimya 
Dawson), Hamell on Trial, 9 p.m., $21. 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., S.F. “Re:Creation,” w/ Tycho (DJ 
set), Starkey, Andreilien, Insightful, B. Lewis, Dailon, Ryury, 
Ribotto, Bedrockk, 10 p.m., $20-$25. 


BeatBox: 314 Ith St., S.F. “Bearracuda: Dore Alley Underwear 
Party,” w/ DJs Nick Bertossi & Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $10- 
$15. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Boy Bar,” w/ DJ Matt Consola, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Dark Shadows,” w/ DJs Daniel 
Skellington, Melting Girl, and guests, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 
before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., S.F. “Trap & Bass,” 18+ dance party 
with Valentino Khan, UltraViolet, Napsty, more, 9 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Easy Killer: It’s a Party,” w/ The Beat 
Broker, Inthin Aire, Ivy, 9 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. The Bunker A/V Sessions, w/ Atom™, 
Derek Plaslaiko, Carlos Souffront, Jacob Sperber, Galen, Mary 
Franck, Ryan Alexander, Gabriel Dunne, 10 p.m., $15-$25. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “HYSL,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “I ¥ the ‘90s,” w/ DJs 
Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny Phono, Fourth Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Miike Snow (DJ set), Sneaky Sound 
System, Chris Clouse, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. “Soul Camp,” w/ Inaya Day, DJ Spen, Javyi 
Velasco, Teejay Walton, Brian Salazar, Seev Supreme, more, 
10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “As You Like It,” w/ Regis, Max Cooper, 
Sassmouth, Patrick Gil (in the main room), 9 p.m., $13-$20; 
“Odyssey,” w/ Sunshine Jones, Robin Simmons, Stanley 
Frank, Robert Jeffrey (in the OddJob loft), 9:30 p.m., $10 
(free before 10:30 p.m.). 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Darude, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “No Way Back,” w/ James T. 
Cotton, Conor, Solar, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Lip Service,” w/ Computer Club, DJ 
MykKill, Andy P, 10 p.m. 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. La Femme Deadly Venoms (Kat 
010, Lady Fingaz, Celskii, and Deeandroid), CMG, Aima the 
Dreamer, Mista B, DJ Andre, Z-Man, 10 p.m., $5-$7. 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. “Sing Out of Darkness,” 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention benefit featuring 
John Haesemeyer, Pieces, Joel Schick, Rebecca Chapa, and 
host Julie Mayhew, 6:30 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., S.F. Skylar Grey, TeamMate, 9 
p.m., $20-$22. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. Bias Tape, Misisipi 
Mike Wolf, Gayle Lynn & The Hired Hands, on the downstairs 
stage, 8 p.m., $8. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Hardly Strictly Trad, 9 p.m. 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Chuck Peterson Quintet, Fourth 
Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Marcus Shelby Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger Experi- 
ence, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Jules Broussard, Danny 
Armstrong, and Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Carol Luckenbach, 7:30 
p.m., $10. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. Black Market 
Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Taste Fridays, featuring local 
cuisine tastings, salsa bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 
p.m., $15 (free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Latin Rhythm Boys, 8 p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F. Cuban Night with 
Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., $15-$18. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, S.F. “Samba Soirée,” w/ Sambaxé, 
DJ Alfie1Bateria, 6 p.m. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra, July 26-27, 8 & 10 p.m., $27-$34. 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Grady Champion, July 
25-26, 8 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Cafe Royale: 800 Post, S.F. Allister’s Chicago Blues Jam, Last 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., S.F. Robert “Hollywood” 
Jenkins, 8:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Jan Fanucchi, 4 p.m.; Delta Wires, 
9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, S.F. 12th 
Annual Outsound New Music Summit: “Emanation & Artifacts,” 
w/ David Molina’s Transient, Pmocatat Ensemble, Fuzzybunny, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. Midtown Social, Kenny O, Jam 
the Man, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Rasselas Ethiopian Cuisine & Jazz Club: 1534 Fillmore, S.F. 
Soul Mechanix, 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY 27 














Bender’s: 806 S. Van Ness, S.F. Proudflesh, Elegy, Verzerrung, 
10 p.m., $5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., S.F. Dead Meadow, 9 p.m., $15-$17. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Swiftumz, The Underground Rail- 
road to Candyland, White Night, Love Devotion, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Hockey, Saint Motel, 
Swimm, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Shine On,” w/ Maus Haus, 
LoveyDove, DJs Jamie Jams & Yule Be Sorry, 9 p.m., $7. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Quaaludes, Silver Shadows, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. The Dickies, Sharp Objects, 
The Nerv, Boats!, 9 p.m., $15. 





BeatBox: 314 Iith St., S.F. “Industry,” w/ DJs Tom Stephan & 
Jamie J. Sanchez, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. “Dark Room,” w/ San Cha & 
Daddies Plastik, Reuben Wu, Lady Bear, plus DJs Le Perv, 
Omar, Rachel Tension, and Daniel Toribio, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Right?!?!: A ‘90s Party - Total Request 
Live Night,” w/ DJs Porter, Devon, Tomas Diablo, and Tag 
Team, 9:30 p.m., $6-$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., S.F. “Bootie S.F.,” w/ Double Duchess, 
A+D, Airsun, JoeJoe, Ding Dong, Ernie Trevino, Haute Mess, 
Keith Kraft, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “120 Minutes: Beatz,” w/ Matrixx- 
man, 00000 (DJ set), Banjee Report, Santa Muerte, Chauncey 
CC, 10 p.m., $5-$8 advance. 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. “The Minimal Wave Féte: Side A,” 
w/ Streetwalker, Veronica Vasicka, Juan Mendez, Josh Cheon, 
Alessandro Adriani, Caitlin Denny, 10 p.m., $12-$15. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Blunted Funk,” w/ 
resident DJs Sneak-E Pete & Chilipino, Fourth Saturday of 
every other month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. “Lights Down Low,” w/ Duke Dumont, 
Cyril Hahn, Lane 8, Sleazemore, Richie Panic, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. “Night Moves,” w/ Jimmy Edgar, Nikola 
Baytala, Deejay Theory, Papa Lu, The Whooligan, Elz, Lisbona, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. “Spilt Milk,” w/ Steve Huerta, Patrick 
Lotilla, Taylor Fife, Shaky Premise, Etcher/Engraver, 9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. “Monarch: Invaded by Unicorns,” w/ 
DJ Mes, WhiteNoize, Mike Balance, divaDanielle, Fleetwood 
Smack, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. Goldroom, The Chain 
Gang of 1974, Danyolsan (DJ set), 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Face,” w/ Pat Mahoney, Tim Sweeney, 
Mike Simonetti, Eug (in the main room), 9:30 p.m., $12-$15; 
“Icee Hot,” w/ Terrence Dixon, Shawn Reynaldo, Ghosts on 
Tape, Rollie Fingers (in the OddJob loft), 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. MAKJ, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Life,” w/ SkOstep, David Paul, DJ 
H3ady, Camouflage, Frankie Jr., Johnny Funk, Rain Roca, 
Nelson, Yusuke, Grand Wizard Wombat, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. J.J. Flores, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 





John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Nice,” w/ DJ Apollo, Fourth Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “So Fresh,” w/ DJs Twin Spin, Miles 
Green, and Audio-1, 10 p.m. 
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Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Craig Ventresco & Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Kobo Town, 9 
p.m., $15-$18. 





Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Terrence Brewer Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM! 
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EVERY TIME | DIE / CHELSEA GRIN / VEIL OF MAYA / 
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DEVENDRA BANHART- WASHED OUT OKKERVIL RIVER DEERHUNTER 
CAPITAL CITIES & many more! FirstCityFestival.com 


MONTEREY COUNTY FAIR AND EVENT CENTER 
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ANTRUMS 


Celocrist 


JULY 28 


RANCID 
THE TRANSPLANTS 


THE INTERRUPTERS « AUGUST 2 
HARRINGTON SAINTS «+ AUGUST 3 


MAC MILLER 
ACTION BRONSON « CHANCE THE RAPPER 
VINCE STAPLES ¢ THE INTERNET 


AUGUST 4 


MADELEINE PEYROUX 
AUGUST 8 


WHITESNAKE 
RED LINE CHEMISTRY 


AUGUST 9 


DAUGHTRY * 3 DOORS DOWN 
AUGUST 13 


JIMMY EAT WORLD 
MATT POND 


SEPTEMBER 22 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 
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FREE BBQ EVERY SAT. & SUN. 
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duly 21-27, 2013 


Community Music Center 
S44 Cogn St. @ 2th Son Francs 


Sunday 7.21 Touch the Gear Expo 

Independent Musicians Communications Workshop 

Monday 7.22 Composers Round Table 

Wednesday 7.24 Drift Flow Swing OPERA WOLF KREATION, WIENER KIDS 
Thurséay 7.25 Vibeation Hackers #MAX, FERNANDO LOPEZ-LEZCAND, 


RITWIK BANERJIJOE LASGQO/WARREN STRINGER, 





ILYA ROSTOVTSEY, CCRMA ENSEMBLE 

Friday 7.26 Emanation & Artifacts TRANSIENT, PMOCATAT, FUZZ YBUNNY 
Saterday 7.27 The Axiom KYLE BRUCKMANN'S WRACK 

LEWIS JORDAN'S MUSIC AT LARGE W/ INDIA COOKE 

RENT ROMUS' LORDS OF OUTLAND W/ HASAN RAZZAQ & L.A. JENKINS 


www.outsound.org/summit 


brownpapertickets.com/event/381977 


Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Rasselas Ethiopian Cuisine & Jazz Club: 1534 Fillmore, S.F. The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Mr. Lucky & The Cocktail 
Party, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Sam Grobe-Heintz, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Anne O’Brien, Last Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. 





INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., S.F. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Orquesta La Clave, 8 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. “Mango,” Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, S.F. Orquesta La Clave, 5:30 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Kafana Balkan,” w/ Fanfare Zam- 
baleta, DJ Zeljko, Jill Parker & Foxglove Sweethearts, 9 p.m., $15. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra, July 26-27, 8 & 10 p.m., $27-$34. 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Earl Thomas & The Blues 
Ambassadors, Last Saturday of every month, 8 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., S.F. Jim Moore & The 
Funktional Soul Band, 8:30 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. Face the Giant, 9 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Dave Workman, Fourth Saturday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, Last Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 





COUNTRY 


Slim’s: 333 11th St., S.F. Red Meat, | See Hawks in L.A., Rick 
Shea, 9 p.m., $15. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


3 Fish Studios: 4541 Irving St., S.F. Soundwave ((6)) SonicLAB: 
AudioBus - Pacific Ocean, w/ music by Danny Paul Grody, 
5:30, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m., $16. 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. Brutal Sound Effects Festival #75, w/ 
Actuary, Kwisp, Heartworm, Darwinsbitch, Pete von Petrin, 
Seitz Versus Gendreau, Gosling, Fslux, Dross, 7 p.m., $7. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, S.F. 12th 
Annual Outsound New Music Summit: “The Axiom,” w/ 
Wrack, Music at Large, Lords of Outland, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 





Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Bad Rabbits, Air Dubai, 
B.Lewis, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, S.F. The Congress, 
Lord Loves a Working Man, 1p.m., free. 


SUNDAY 28 





Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Pushing the Sun, The 
Adarna, Illusion of Self, 8 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Naam, Mondo Drag, Hornss, 
9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Slim’s: 333 llth St., S.F. Trash Talk, Ratking, 8 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Into Eternity, Abnormal Thought 
Patterns, Ontogeny, 8 p.m., $10. 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Dub Mission,” w/ DJ Sep, Ludi- 
chris, Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Stamina Sundays,” w/ Phleck, Professor 
Bang, Lukeino, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, S.F. “Honey Sundays,” w/ Honey 
Soundsystem & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. “The Minimal Wave Féte: Side B,” 
w/ Mat Dryhurst, Holly Herndon, Elon Katz, Beau Wanzer, 
Brian Hock, Justin Anastasi, Nihar Bhatt, Rachel Aiello, Kerri 
Lebon, 3 p.m., $6. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. “Play T-Dance: The Black Party,” w/ 
DJ Russ Rich, 5 p.m., $31. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Cognitive Dissonance,” Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 6 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Sunset Arcade,” 18+ dance party 
with bar games and video arcade, 7 p.m., $5. 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. TiRon & Ayomari, 


Duckwrth, RGLND, CaliMade, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

SOMA StrEat Food Park: 428 11th St., S.F. “The Beat Down: 
Summer Beats & Eats,” w/ resident DJ Mr. E, Last Sunday of 
every month, 11.a.m.-5 p.m. continues through Oct. 27, free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Ray Vaughn, Michael Koppy, 
Frank Lindamood, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. Mountain Dojo, 8 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Dirty Cello, The Coyote Bandits, The 
Rogers, 4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Seisitin with Vinnie Cronin, 
9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Tarnation, The Big Still, 
Bone Cootes, 5 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green St., S.F. “Twang Sunday,” w/ Hank Biggs & 
The Hardtops, Frank Lindamood, Michael Koppy, 4 p.m., free. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 13350 Fillmore, S.F. Henry Kapono, 7 
p.m., $25-$45. 





Jane Warner Plaza: Market, S.F. Belinda Blair, 1 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Lavay Smith & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Vocal Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Lisa Lindsley, 7:30 p.m., free. 





INTERNATIONAL 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. “Salsa Sundays,” Second and Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, S.F. Los Boleros, 5:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, S.F. “The Flamenco 
Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Candye Kane, 7 & 9 p.m., 
$20. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., S.F. Blue Collar Blues 
Band, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door 
Slammers, 9:30 p.m. 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. “Deep Fried Soul,” w/ 
DJs Boombostic & Soul Sauce, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Hiatus Kaiyote, The 
Seshen, Bells Atlas, 9 p.m., $22. 


MONDAY 29 





Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. Détective, Silent Pictures, Sea 
Lioness, 8 p.m., $12. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Acrobatic Dudes, Void Boys, Snake 
Island, Grill Cloth, DJ Dahmer, 9 p.m., $5. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Major Leagues,” w/ Jesus 
Dude Mom, Great American Cities, Date Nite, Kitten Grenade, 
DJ Neil Martinson, 9 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Print ls Dead, Hart Bothwell, Andrew 
Castro, 8 p.m., free. 


DNA Lounge: 375 1ithSt., S.F. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with 
DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie 
Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Vienetta Discotheque,” w/ 
DJs Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Troy, Evenodds, 
Glitterface, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. The Family Crest, 7 p.m. 

Fiddler’s Green: 15335 Columbus, S.F. Terry Savastano, 9:50 
p.m., free/donation. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Open mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, S.F. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 
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GET TICKETS AT yoShis.com 
SAN FRANCISCO 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


Wed, Jul 24 
+ “Jazzgosoul” singer/songwriter 


_ AVERY* SUNSHINE 


Thu, Jul 25 
“Stylishly hip. Deeply Exotic.” ~World Music Central 


MINOR EMPIRE 


») - > Fri-Sat, Jul 26-27 
Nn GRAMMY® award-winning classic sounds of NYC Salsa 


SPANISH HARLEM (htitstnh 


Sun, Jul 28 - GRAMMY® nominated Hawaiian legend 


HENRY KAPONO 


Tue, Jul 30 
Featuring 15 of the Bay Area’s finest musicians! 


THETOMMY IGOE BIG BAND 
with Special Guest Drew Zingg (of Steely Dan) 


Wed, Jul 31 - African music pioneer 
touring latest album Sarawoga 


waa OLIVER MTUKUDZI 
& The Black Spirits 


Thu, Aug 1 - One of the founders of “The Sax Pack” 


STEVE COLE 


Fri, Aug: 2 - Afropean, Urban, R&B 
~| GRAMMY®-nominated duo 


@ LES NUBIANS 


Sat, Aug 3 - Rare club appearance! 
Celebrating over 33 years of funk 


CAMEO 


oakland 
510 EMBARCADERO WEST, 510-238-9200 


Wed, Jul 24 - Sold Out! 


JOHNNY WINTER 


Thu, Jul 25 - Grammy©-nominated smooth jazz pianist 


DAVID BENOIT 


Fri, Jul 26 
Produced by Jill Newman Productions in as- 
sociation with PM7 Entertainment 


Sat-Sun, July 2'7-28 


JOHN PIZZARELLI QUARTET 
W/ JESSICA MOLASKEY 


i 
Mon, Jul 29 


UNCLE LOS MUSIC 


Tue, Jul 30 - African music pioneer 
touring latest album Sarawoga 


a OLIVER MTUKUDZI 
& The Black Spirits 


Wed, Jul 31 - “The most successful group from 
Hawaii in recent history” - New York Times 


HAPA 


Thu, Aug 1 - Afropean, Urban, R&B 
~) GRAMMY®-nominated duo 


) LES NUBIANS 


All shows are all ages. 
Dinner Reservations Recommended. 
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12" DANCE KAROKE 
STEREO : 
FRIDAY | ROCK EN ESPANOL 
7.26 | AND MORE 
SO FRESH 
SATURDAY | THE FRESHEST OLD SCHOOL 


7.27 * 80S AND 90S HIP HOP 


BUMP 
TUESDAY | DEEP HOUSE MUSIC AND A 
7.30 " BENEFIT FOR MAMA HOPE 


HAPPY 
HOUR 


TUESDAY 
THRU SATURDAY 
PM 
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DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
WED 7/24 7PM S10 ADV / $14 DOOR 


NAIVE MELODIES - 
TALKING HEADS TRIBUTE 
THUR 7/25 7PM $12 ADV / $4 DOOR 
ORGONE 


FRI 7/26 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


JOHN DOE (orx) AND BAND 
VIRGIL SHAW 


SAT 7/27 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


THE UNAUTHORIZED 
ROLLING STONES 


SUN 7/28 6PM S15 ADV / $18 DOOR 


THE WHITE ALBUM ENSEMBLE 
‘RUBBER SOUL & ‘REVOLVER’ 


WED 7/31 7PM Si7 ADV / $22 DOOR 


DEAD MEADOW 
THE TAMBO RAYS 


FRI 8/2 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


(MEMBERS OF GROUNDATION & WILL BERNARD) 


WITH BLUE KING BROWN 


SAT 8/3 7PM SI4ADV / SI7D00R 


THE DEADLY GENTLEMEN 


FOR PRIVATE EMENTS EMAIL: AARON@SWMH.COM 


[9 CORTE MADERA AVENUE MILL VALLEY, CA 
415-388-3850 | SWEETWATERMUSICHALL.COM 
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Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Rasselas Ethiopian Cuisine & Jazz Club: 1534 Fillmore, S.F. 
Open Mic Jazz Jam with Tod Dickow, 8 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Nora Maki, 7:30 p.m., free. 





Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 
10 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 30 





Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. From Indian Lakes, 
Tallhart, Makeshift Prodigy, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. Deerpeople, Dig the Kid, We 
Will Be Lions, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Folivore, Hivelords, Sadgiqacea, 
8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3225 Mission, S.F. Spider Heart, Snake Island, 
The Green Door, DJ Big Nate, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. Wild Cub, The Hundred 
Days, Rare Times, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 





Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. B.E.A.T. Crusher Tour 2013, w/ 
DYM, Fractured, Crashfaster, Together We Are Robots, DJ 
Starr (Denver), DJ Rota, 9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 
9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. El-P, Killer Mike, Despot, 
Kool A.D., 8 p.m., $20. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “True Skool Tuesdays,” w/ DJ 
Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist, 10 p.m., free. 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Songwriter-in-Residence: 
Alan Monasch, 7 p.m. continues through. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Shakey Graves, The Sam 
Chase, The Creak, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Song session with Cormac 
Gannon, Last Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Daughn Gibson, William Tyler, 
Carletta Sue Kay, 8 p.m., $12. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Toshio Hirano, 8:30 p.m., free. 





Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro At Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. M.B. Hanif & The Sound 
Voyagers, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Oz Lounge: 260 Kearny, S.F. Emily Hayes & Mark Holzinger, 
6 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. West Side Jazz Club, 5 
p.m., free. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ 
Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Tommy Igoe Big 
Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Suzanna Smith, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating 
resident DJs Cheb i Sabbah, Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 








Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter 
Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 





Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Craig Horton, 8 & 10 p.m., $15. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Charles Wheal, 9:30 p.m. 





Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Boogaloo Tuesday,” w/ 
Oscar Myers & Steppin’, 9:30 p.m., free. 
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12pm - 2am 1232 Grant Avenue 989-7666 


WED 7/24 CRAIG HORTON 


THU 7/25 
PRIMITIVE RHYTHYM AND T-REX (4PM - 8PM) 


CHRIS COBB (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


JAN FANUCCHI (4PM - 8PM) 
DELTA WIRES (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


DAVE WORKMAN (4PM - 8PM) 
RON HACKER (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SUN 7/28 BLUES POWER (4PM - 8PM) 
THE DOOR SLAMMERS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 7/29 THE BACHELORS 
TUE 7/30 CHARLES WHEAL 


FRI 7/26 


SAT 7/27 


OS /re- Patol apt? 
pLloaush STARS 
WEDNESDAY 7/24 
PAT HAMILTON 
THURSDAY 7/25 
THE JAMES KING BAND 
FRIDAY 7/26 
HARDLY STRICTLY TRAD 
SATURDAY 7/27 


TBD 
SUNDAY 7/28 


SEISIUN 
VINNIE CRONIN & FRIENDS 
MONDAY 7/29 


HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 
FREE POOL 


TUESDAY 7/30 
SONG SESSION WITH CORMAC GANNON 
116 Clement St. | 751-1122 | theploughandstars.com 


HAPPY HOUR DAILY 3-7PM 
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Thursday July 25 630 PM 


HUNDREDTH 


W. COUNTERPARTS - HEART TO HEART 
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Friday August 2 830 PM 


ONE MORE TIME 


(DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE) 
ENCORE PERFORMANCE! 
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WHITE WIZZARD 


Monday August 12 630 PM 


DAVEY SUICIDE 


SUNDAY AUGUST 25 600 PM 


WINTERSUN 
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Sunday October 13 


THE LEGENDARY 
PINK DOTS 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 


415-626-1409 
ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 
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v Savage Love 


Head Fake 


BY DAN SAVAGE 





I’ve been mostly happily married for 15 years. 
I’mastraight man. I love my wife. We used to 
have a great sex life. But after many years, chil- 
dren, and just day-to-day reality, our sex life is 
now pretty unsatisfying. While my wife was 
barely GGG at the beginning, now she will not 
go down on me ever. We do have sex 4 to 10 
times a month, but it is always plain vanilla. I 
went on Craigslist to look at the “casual en- 
counters” ads, and after months of just looking, 
T replied to some. My only actual response ad- 
mitted to being a man pretending to be a 
woman. 

Long story short, I let him blow me. I 
didn’t touch him. I just watched some straight 
porn while he blew me. I have done this a few 
times with different guys. I am not turned on 
by men at all, but I do enjoy the enthusiastic 
BJs when combined with straight porn. I can’t 
tell my wife about this, as it would end an oth- 
erwise good marriage. 

Questions: (1) Does this make me gay, bi, or 
neither? (2) DoI have to stop? I have been 
careful to keep it pretty safe, and since Iam not 
really attracted to or interested in these guys, it 
just serves to satisfy a “disproportionate sex 
drive” situation without the risk of any emo- 
tional cheating. I’m pretty sure if I found a 
woman interested in an affair or a FWB situa- 
tion, it would be a much riskier emotional 
tightrope. One more question, I guess. (3) What 
should I do? 

BLOW JOB SECRETS 


1. I wouldn’t call you gay or bi, BJS, seeing as 
youre concentrating on straight porn during 
those enthusiastic man-on-man blowjobs. 
What you describe sounds like a mild case of 
“situational homosexuality,” i.e., something 
that otherwise straight men are sometimes 
forced to do “for gratification or release in a 
single-sex environment,” as the sex-ed web- 
site SexInfoOnline puts it. You’re not locked 
in prison or stuck on a pirate ship or swelter- 
ing away in a shithole like Saudi Arabia, 
places characterized by the “the prolonged 
absence of partners of the opposite sex.” 
You’re just a blowjob-deprived married man 
with access to the Internet who figured out 
that accepting blowjobs from gay or bi men is 
cheaper than paying female sex workers to 
blow you and less entangling than entering 
into an affair with a woman. But you probably 
don’t want to describe yourself as “situation- 
ally homosexual,” as that sounds pretty gay, 
so let’s just go with “opportunistically hetero- 
flexible,” okay? 

2. Yes, BJS, I’m afraid you do have to stop. I 
would be inclined to give you a pass if you 
were not having sex with your wife at all — or 
having sex with her once or twice a year, or if 
your wife announced she was asexual — but 
you and the wife are having quite a lot of sex. 
If you were to contract gonorrhea or syphilis 
from one of your male sex partners, BJS, you 
would almost certainly pass the infection on 
to your wife before you became symptomatic 


and got treated. (Sorry, BJS, but unless you’re 
using condoms during those blowjobs, 
they’re not “safe.”) If telling your wife about 
the blowjobs now would result in the end of 
your marriage, BJS, imagine the results if you 
have to tell your wife about the blowjobs after 
you’ve passed a sexually transmitted infec- 
tion along to her. 

3. You should get your wife’s permission — 
maybe she’d be down with outsourcing oral 
duties she finds tiresome, maybe she’d like to 
have an adventure or two of her own — or you 


should knock it the fuck off. 


I ama straight woman who has been with my 
fiancé off and on for 12 years. I have broken up 
with him repeatedly, each time after two years 
of being together, but we always end up back 
together. The two-year point seems to be when 
I become so incredibly soul-crushed by our sex- 
less relationship that I have to end it. 

Why is our relationship sexless? He is pos- 
sibly asexual, my attraction to him is limited, 
he roughhouses and I am afraid he will hurt 
me, and he is crap in bed when we do have sex. 
But I love him, I treasure our history, and I 
would love for our families to merge. I essen- 
tially can’t live without him. I had the oppor- 
tunity recently to get sexual attention outside 
the relationship, and now I can see living a life 
with my partner while having a separate sex 
life that involves other people. This is some- 
thing he would never agree to. 

Iamcurrently trying to examine my morals 
to see if I can be okay with this arrangement. It 
is the only thing I can think of that will allow 
me to stay with him. 

WONDERING IF FAITHFULNESS ENDURES 


Would it be a good idea to marry a possibly 
asexual man you don’t find attractive, a guy 
who’s lousy in bed on those rare occasions 
when you do have sex, because you could see 
yourself being happy with him... so long as 
you can wrap your morals around lying to 
him for the next three or four decades? 

Don’t do it. 

The amount of stress that will pile up over 
the years — all that working to convince him 
that you’re not only not having sex with him, 
WIFE, but that you’re not having sex with 
anyone else either — will soon outweigh the 
stress of one knock-down, drag-out, open- 
and-honest conversation about the role of sex 
in your marriage. 

But instead of saying, “T’ll marry you, but 
only if I can fuck other people,” go with this 
instead: “Sex has never really been important 
to us as acouple. It doesn’t define our con- 
nection, honey, and it never has.” Then tell 
him that you won’t consider any sex that hap- 
pens outside the marriage — so long as it is 
safe and completely discreet — grounds for 
divorce. Hopefully he’ll agree, WIFE. If not, 
don’t marry him. 


Listen in as Dan gets drunk with NPR White 
House correspondent Ari Shapiro at Town 
Hall in Seattle: savagelovecast.com. 


Dan’s new book — American Savage: In- 
sights, Slights, and Fights on Faith, Sex, Love, 
and Politics — is available now. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Up to $900 wk 
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However, Higher Earning 
Potential for Customer 
Service/Sales Experience 
Full Training provided 
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HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day 
training and FREE job place- 


ment assistance. _ 
Many positions available. 
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Legal Notices 


Notice of Hearing 
Case no. FDI-05-758392 


To: Respondent, 
James Heckman: 


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Peti- 
tioner, Alice Chan (fka Chan 
Heckman), has filed a Request 
for Order for Modification of 
Child Custody and Visitation 
and for Permission to Apply 
for Renewal of Minor's Pass- 
port. A hearing on the matter 
has been set for September 9, 
2013, at 9:00AM, in Depart- 
ment 403, of the San Francisco 
Superior Court, located at 400 
McAllister Street, San Francis- 
co, CA 94102. 


Substitution of Attorney 
Case no. FDI-05-758392 


To: Respondent, 
James Heckman: 


THE COURT AND ALL PARTIES 
ARE NOTIFIED THAT Alice Chan 
(fka Chan Heckman) makes the 
following substitution: 

1. Former legal representa- 
tive: Party represented self: 

2. New legal representative: a. 
Brenda Sanders, b. State Bar 
No. 274386, c. Address: Hersh 
FamilyLaw Practice, P.C., 456 
Montgomery Street, 17th 
Floor, San Francisco, CA 
94104, d. Telephone No:: 
(415)788-2200; 3. The party 
making this substitution is a 
petitioner; 4. | consent to this 
substitution. Alice Chan (fka 
Heckman) /s/; 6. | consent to 
this substitution. Brenda 
Sanders /s/, 





530 
Misc. Services 





24-HR. LOCKSMITH 
Emergency Service for 
Home & Auto. 
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